
 

Announcements and Welcome                   
 
Prelude  ​ ​ ​ ​     ​ ​       

          

Lighting of the Second Advent Candle:  Peace 
The Roberts Family 

A: ​ In a world full of fear, where do you see glimmers of peace? 

B: ​ I see glimmers of peace in the quiet of early morning, when 

people shake hands, when loved ones say they’re sorry, and 

when the church sings together. 

A: ​ You are right. Even in a fearful world, peace is all around 

us. 

B: ​ Today we light the candle of peace as a reminder of this 

good news. May this flicker of light help us remember that 

even in a fearful world, peace is present. We only have to 

look for it. 

A: ​ Thanks be to God! Amen. 

 

Call to Worship     
One: ​ Family of faith, God is at work! 

Youth and Children: Peace is all around us. 

Many: God is healing and creating, 

One: ​ redeeming and dreaming, 

Many: calling and sending, 

One:​ listening and loving. 

Many: Yes, indeed, God is at work! 

Youth and Children: Peace is all around us. 

One: ​ So may we worship our God who never gives up. 

Many:​May we worship our God who holds onto hope.  

One: God is at work! 

All: Peace is all around us. Amen. 

​     



 

 
Opening Hymn ​​ ​                                   #140 

Hail to the Lord’s Annointed 
 

Prayer of Invocation 
Merciful God, we need bread and we need laughter. We need 

music and we need a hand to hold. We need a chair to sit in 

and we need work to do. But maybe more than anything, we 

need your Word and a reason to hope. So move through this 

space today and speak to us as only you can, through Jesus 

Christ. Amen. 

 

Anthem  ​   ​ ​  ​ ​ ​         Andrea Ramsey 

Hope Lingers On 

LCC Chancel Choir 

 

A Time of Prayer       ​​ ​      
Pastoral Prayer 
The Lord’s Prayer (in unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever.  Amen.​ 

Prayer Response     ​ ​ Reedemer, Come​                  
                        ​    

A Time of Sharing 
Call to Offering 
Offertory​ ​ ​ ​ ​     

 

 
 
 

Doxology (in unison) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts; 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
Prayer of Dedication (in unison)                                           

God of peace, bless these gifts and make them instruments of 

Your love. Where fear divides, let peace unite. Where anxiety 

overwhelms, let calm prevail. Use our offerings to sow peace 

in every corner of Your world. Amen. 

 

 

The Reading of God’s Word​ ​ Teegan Barlow​ 
Matthew 11:1-11 
Now when Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he 

went on from there to teach and proclaim his message in their 

cities. When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, 

he sent word by his disciples and said to him, “Are you the one 

who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” Jesus answered 

them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind 

receive their sight, the lame walk, those with a skin disease are 

cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have 

good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no 

offense at me.” 

 

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about 

John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A 

reed shaken by the wind? What, then, did you go out to see? 

Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes 

are in royal palaces. What, then, did you go out to see? A 

prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the 

one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger 

ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ Truly I tell 



 

you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than 

John the Baptist, yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is 

greater than he.” 

 

Responding to the Text 
      ​ ​ ​  
Reflection       ​ ​ ​ ​         Rev. Joanna D’Agostino 

God is Always At Work 
 

Service of Holy Communion 
Anyone who wishes to partake in this sacrament is welcome to do so, no 

matter who you are or where you are on your faith journey. If you wish 

to not partake, it’s not a requirement. Today we will take communion in 

the pews. You will remain seated and communion stewards will pass the 

trays of bread first, which you can hold until we are invited to eat 

together. Then, they will pass the trays of juice, which you can hold until 

we are invited to drink together.   
 

Invitation to the Table 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving                             
Prayer After Communion 
Loving God, you gather us together. You set the table. You 

meet us here. You nourish our bodies as you nourish our 

spirits. You remind us that this is a joyful feast, and that 

fear cannot win every time. So with renewed courage, 

with renewed hope, with renewed conviction, send us 

out into the world. Help us to feed others as you have fed 

us. With gratitude we pray, Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​         #125 

Come, O Long-expected Jesus 

 

 

Benediction 
Wherever you are on life’s journey, 

may you look for God’s spirit. 

May you reach for each other’s hands. 

May you choose courage whenever you can. 

And in all things, may you remember 

that good news is louder than fear. 

In the name of the one who calls, 

the one who sends, 

and the one who journeys with— 

go in peace and 

be not afraid. 

Amen. 
 
Postlude​ ​ ​ ​   
 

 

​ ​        

 
Our Mission Statement proclaims our common goal. 

We strive to be a welcoming, 
worshiping community of faith, 

helping people discover and deepen 
their relationship with God, growing as 
disciples of Christ, and reaching out in 

faith and loving service.  
 

In keeping with the spirit of our Mission Statement, 
Lakewood Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, is an Open 

and Affirming congregation. Wherever you are on life’s journey, we 
welcome you and all people of every sexual orientation, age, ability, 

gender identity and expression, and ethnic, economic, and racial 
background into the full life and ministry of our church. We declare this 

in the everlasting grace of the Still-Speaking God. 

 
 



 

Offering and Contribution Collection 

Financial gifts are always welcome, and our church feels the call to 
respond to the needs around us as they arise. Financial stability allows 
us to do so more effectively. So, let us give generously of our time, 
talent, and treasure to further the work of God in our community. You 
can do so in the following ways: 

●​ Writing and mailing a check to Lakewood Congregational 
Church, 1375 W. Clifton Blvd., Lakewood, OH 44107 

●​ Sending a gift through your bank’s online bill pay 
●​ By using the donate button on the church’s website 

www.lcc-church.org​  
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