
 
A Note about Context:  

Friends, thank you for being here for the ordination of Suzy Lefelhocz. 

So that everyone may enter fully, here are a few words of context for 

today’s service. 

 

The United Church of Christ believes that God calls every Christian to be 

a servant of God — a minister — living and serving in Christ’s name. 

This call is celebrated sacramentally in Baptism as persons are adopted 

into the Body of Christ by the Holy Spirit and the church. All who are 

baptized spend their lives responding to God’s call, as God’s love is 

shown in word and deed. 

 

Christians are members of the Body of Christ, the church. This is a living 

body — called, formed, and sent into the world by the Holy Spirit. The 

church is a covenantal community. Members belong to God in Jesus 

Christ and to one another in Jesus’s name. 

 

The church acknowledges that its members have many diverse 

ministries. It also recognizes a specific need for representative servant 

leaders to equip the saints and build up the Body of Christ. 

 

The UCC, recognizing the tradition of the universal church throughout 

time and place, affirms God’s call to some individuals to the vocation of 

church leadership. These persons are set apart through prayer and the 

laying on of hands in the rite of ordination. 

 

Relying on the Holy Spirit, ordained ministers enter the apostolic 

ministry continuing the witness of Christ’s followers from New 

Testament times. They bear particular authority and particular 

responsibility for the proclamation and practice of Christian faith and 

for the life of the church itself. They vow to serve and to lead as persons 

of faith claimed by the Gospel of Jesus Christ and committed to the 

church and its ministry. To God’s Glory, Suzy is making that vow today.  



 

Words of Welcome ​  

 

Prelude​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
 

* Call to Worship 
Beloveds, the Holy One gathers us together with purpose:​
To dream of futures yet imagined.​
To bolster our courage before powers and principalities.​
To nurture our love for one another. 

God’s blessing is upon us as we come to wrestle:​
with meaning and justice,​
with questions of love,​
with the calling upon our lives. 

The Spirit is moving! Let us worship together. 

 

*Opening Hymn ​ ​ ​ ​ ​    ​ #452 

Here I Am Lord       

                        ​ ​     

*Prayer of Invocation (in unison) 

God who calls and sends, you have poured out your Spirit upon us all. 

You raise us as prophets, healers, teachers, artists, companions, and 

seekers. With courage and humility, you ask us to live faithfully to 

these gifts and to one another. May we encourage and be encouraged 

to live in your love. Amen. 

 

Anthem     ​  ​ Be Thou My Vision​ ​         arr. Dan Forrest
​ ​ ​ ​
The Reading of God’s Word                 ​     Melissa Bjorklund 
John 15:5, 9-12, 15-17 
I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in 

them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. As 

the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you 

keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept 

my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have said these 

things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be 

complete. “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I 

have loved you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the 

servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you 

friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard 

from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed 

you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give 

you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these 

commands so that you may love one another. 

 
Reflection       ​   ​ ​ ​         Rev. Joanna D’Agostino 

 

A Time of Sharing        
Today’s offering will go to the Living Water Association Member in 

Discernment (MID) Fund, to support other siblings in discernment about 

ordained ministry.  

 
* Doxology (in unison) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts; 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

* Prayer of Dedication (in unison) 

God of Holy Insistence, you teach us of love that is adamant, 

hospitable, and much more than words alone. We bring these 

gifts with gratitude. Bless the journey, bless our labors in love, 

bless our neighbors throughout the world. Amen.  

 

Service of Ordination​ ​ ​        Rev. Dr. Elena Larssen,  
             

Presentation of the Candidate​ ​ ​  
Affirmation of Covenant 



 
Promises of the Gathered Community 
Rev. Dr. Larsen: You have heard the promises of Suzy Lefelhocz. 

Do you, who also are called to service and love, affirm Suzy’s call 

and accept her to the life and work of ordained ministry? 

All: Suzy, we accept you as one called to leadership in the 

United Church of Christ and celebrate that today you are 

ordained. We pledge our love, support and prayers that 

together we may embody Christ and be instruments of healing, 

peace and justice in the world. 

 

Laying on of Hands 
Clergy of all traditions are invited to participate in the laying on 
of hands, and should come forward when invited.   
 
Presentation of Gifts​ ​         Rev. Joanna D’Agostino 

 
Charge to the Ordained​ ​ ​         Rev. Janet Ross 

 
Service of Holy Communion​ ​  Rev. Suzy Lefelhocz 

Invitation 
One: May God be with you, 

Many: And also with you. 

One: We open our hearts, 

Many: We open our hearts to your presence, O God. 

One: Let us give thanks to God who sustains us, 

Many: God, we give you thanks and praise.  

 

Sharing of the Elements  

All are welcome to participate in the Sacrament of Holy 

Communion no matter who you are and where you are in life’s 

journey. Communion will be served by intinction.  

 

*Communion Hymn ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ #429   

You Satisfy the Hungry Heart 

Prayer After Communion 
Gracious God, we thank you for this mystery, that you have 

shared yourself with us. As you have made the scattered grain 

into one loaf, so in your love you have made us into one body. 

Send us into the world in love, for the healing of Creation and 

the building up of your Beloved Community, in the name and 

Spirit of Christ. Amen. 

 
*Closing Hymn ​               ​ ​                     ​             #609 

Take My Life                    

 
Benediction​ ​ ​ ​ ​  Rev. Suzy Lefelhocz 
 
Postlude 

 
All are invited to join us for a reception following the service 

  
***  

 

Worship Participants 
Rev. Joanna D’Agostino, Lakewood Congregational Church, Senior 

Pastor 

Rev. Dr. Elena Larssen, Transitional Association Minister, Living Water 

Association Ohio NorthEast  

Rev. Janet Ross, UCC Pastor and Mentor  

Peter Hampton, Director of Music Ministries, Lakewood Congregational 

Church 

Adam Sampson, Organist/Pianist, Lakewood Congregational Church 

 


	* Call to Worship 
	*Prayer of Invocation (in unison) 
	* Prayer of Dedication (in unison) 
	Service of Ordination​ ​​       Rev. Dr. Elena Larssen,  
	             
	Charge to the Ordained​​​        Rev. Janet Ross 
	Service of Holy Communion​​ Rev. Suzy Lefelhocz 
	 
	Worship Participants 
	Rev. Joanna D’Agostino, Lakewood Congregational Church, Senior Pastor 
	Rev. Janet Ross, UCC Pastor and Mentor  

