Announcements and Welcome

LAKEWOOD CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH Prelude
Uni’red ChUFCh O'l: Chris’r *Call to Worship
An Open o] Affirming Congregaﬁon One: F:Ilowers of Christ, let us remember the path we have
chosen:
1375 West Clifton Boulevard, Lakewood, OH Many:  The way of truth and life.

One: The way of love for our neighbors and the Earth.

Many: The way of community and connection.

One: Followers of Christ, let us not grow weary in care for
each other.

Many: We will not turn against one another.

One: Evil tells stories that harm and isolate,

but this we proclaim:
Many: We belong to each other. May this be our joy and our
hope.

*Opening Hymn #6
Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above

*Prayer of Invocation (in unison)

Gracious One, keep us soft in heart toward each other. In the face of
struggle, may we resolve not to isolate ourselves or others. But to
move into closer relationship, and deeper connection. Deeper

understanding. Deeper solidarity. We return to the witness of Jesus
whose life was shaped by the hope of community, and the courage of
compassion. Amen.

Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost
November 16, 2025 | 10:00 AM

Anthem arr. by Craig Hella Johnson
Liturgy Adapted from Enfleshed.com Let the River Run

LCC Chancel Choir




Celebrating Our New Congregational Care Ministry

Rev. Joanna D’Agostino
Care Team Coordinators: Susan Wagner and Celia Dorsch

Care Team Volunteers: Renee Bowles, Laura Germaine, Kristina
Kovach, Debi Kasper, John Kasper, Sandie King, Chiquita Matthews,
Kathy MacDougall, Earl Melvin, Marilyn Minteer, Jill Richardson,
Vicki Smigelski, and Karen Wagner

A Time of Prayer

Invitation to Prayer

Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

Prayer Response We Thank Thee

A Time of Sharing

Stewardship Moment
Offertory

Scott Suttell

* Doxology (in unison)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* Prayer of Dedication (in unison)
Creator God, Source of All Energy, We see how your gifts
transform the hearts, minds, and souls of this world. Through our
gifts of treasures, talents, and time, we can serve your children,

ensuring no one goes hungry and all are thriving. Through our
endurance and compassion, may we build God’s Realm here on
earth. Amen.

The Reading of God’s Word
Luke 21:5-19

When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with

Julie Warren

beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, he said, "As for these things
that you see, the days will come when not one stone will be left upon
another; all will be thrown down."

They asked him, "Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign
that this is about to take place?" And he said, "Beware that you are not
led astray; for many will come in my name and say, 'l am he!' and, 'The
time is near!' Do not go after them.

"When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these
things must take place first, but the end will not follow immediately."
Then he said to them, "Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom; there will be great earthquakes, and in various places
famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful portents and great
signs from heaven.

"But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they
will hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought
before kings and governors because of my name. This will give you an
opportunity to testify. So make up your minds not to prepare your
defense in advance; for | will give you words and a wisdom that none of
your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. You will be
betrayed even by parents and brothers, by relatives and friends; and
they will put some of you to death. You will be hated by all because of
my name. But not a hair of your head will perish. By your endurance
you will gain your souls.

Reflection Rev. Joanna D’Agostino



*Closing Hymn #566
Be Still My Soul

Benediction

Postlude

Our Mission Statement proclaims our common goal.

We strive to be a welcoming,
worshiping community of faith,
helping people discover and deepen
their relationship with God, growing as
disciples of Christ, and reaching out in
faith and loving service.

In keeping with the spirit of our Mission Statement,
Lakewood Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, is an Open
and Affirming congregation. Wherever you are on life’s journey, we
welcome you and all people of every sexual orientation, age, ability,
gender identity and expression, and ethnic, economic, and racial
background into the full life and ministry of our church. We declare this
in the everlasting grace of the Still-Speaking God.
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