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Announcements and Welcome

Prelude

*Call to Worship (Inspired by Psalm 52)

One: Inthe presence of the faithful, we proclaim the name of
God, for it is good.

Many: We thank you forever because of what you have done.

One: Holy One, we trust in you. We take refuge in your safety.
We call your presence our home.

Many: We are like olive trees rooted in your soil—growing and
fruitful. You nourish us and shine your light upon us.

One: Faithful God, in you, we find love and truth, abundance
and compassion, community and care.

Many: We praise and exalt you, Eternal One. We trust in your
steadfast love forever and ever.

*Hymn

Be Still, My Soul
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*Prayer of Invocation (in unison)

Abiding God, we long to renew our minds, restore our souls, and rest
our presence before you. Still, we bring the burdens we carry into this
gathering. We hold our responsibilities, cares, and concerns. Let us
bind ourselves in your love and strength and the community of
faithful and curious. We affirm that this time with you and one
another equips and fortifies us for the journey and helps us discern
the better way. In your many names, we pray. Amen.

A Time of Prayer

Invitation to Prayer
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

A Time of Sharing
Offertory

*Doxology (in unison)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* Prayer of Dedication (in unison)

Giver of all good and perfect gifts, we celebrate the opportunity to
contribute to the ministry of this faith community. Receive the
resources we offer in love and hope that needs will be met, lives



will be changed, and the world will receive the testimony of

compassionate care, action, and sharing. Amen.

The Reading of God’s Word
Luke 10:38-42
Now as they went on their way, he entered a certain village where a

Cathy Calamia-Downing

woman named Martha welcomed him. She had a sister named Mary,
who sat at Jesus’s feet and listened to what he was saying. But Martha
was distracted by her many tasks, so she came to him and asked, “Lord,
do you not care that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself?
Tell her, then, to help me.” But the Lord answered her, “Martha,
Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things, but few things
are needed—indeed only one. Mary has chosen the better part, which
will not be taken away from her.”

Reflection Rev. Joanna D’Agostino
Few Things Are Needed
*Closing Hymn #351
Fill My Cup, Lord
*Benediction

Postlude

Our Mission Statement proclaims our common goal.

We strive to be a welcoming,
worshiping community of faith,
helping people discover and deepen
their relationship with God, growing as
disciples of Christ, and reaching out in
faith and loving service.

In keeping with the spirit of our Mission Statement,
Lakewood Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, is an Open
and Affirming congregation. Wherever you are on life’s journey, we
welcome you and all people of every sexual orientation, age, ability,
gender identity and expression, and ethnic, economic, and racial
background into the full life and ministry of our church. We declare this
in the everlasting grace of the Still-Speaking God.
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