
 

Announcements and Welcome ​  

 

Prelude​          ​     ​ ​ ​ ​          ​ ​
​ ​     

*Call to Worship (from Psalm 77) 

One: ​ Your way, O God, is holy.  ​
Many:​You work wonders and display your glory.  ​
One: ​ Your way, O God, is holy.  ​
Many: ​You liberate your people from generation to generation.  ​
One:​ Your way, O God, is holy.  ​
Many: ​You hear the cries of the troubled and move in integrity.  

 

*Hymn ​ ​ ​                                   ​​ ​ #480 

I Love to Tell the Story 

 

*Prayer of Invocation (in unison) 

God of the journey, we gather as we follow you. You have made rough 

ways smooth and parted seas. You have given us strength to climb 

mountains and courage to cross valleys. In faith, we open ourselves to 

the heartbreak of caring for the world that you love, and we claim 

hope and joy as our inheritance. Hallelujah and Amen. 

 

A Time of Prayer 
Invitation to Prayer 

Pastoral Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever.  Amen.​ 

​ ​  
 



 

A Time of Sharing 
Offertory​​ ​ ​ ​ ​   

 

*Doxology (in unison) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts; 

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

* Prayer of Dedication (in unison) 

​ God our Provider, receive these gifts for your creation, for your 

​ kingdom, for your glory. Amen. 

 

The Reading of God’s Word ​                           Darren Toms 

Luke 9:51-62 

When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go 

to Jerusalem. And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they 

entered a village of the Samaritans to prepare for his arrival, but they 

did not receive him because his face was set toward Jerusalem. 

When his disciples James and John saw this, they said, "Lord, do you 

want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume 

them?" But he turned and rebuked them. Then they went on to another 

village. 

 

As they were going along the road, someone said to him, "I will follow 

you wherever you go." And Jesus said to him, "Foxes have holes, and 

birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his 

head." To another he said, "Follow me." But he said, "Lord, first let me 

go and bury my father." And Jesus said to him, "Let the dead bury their 

own dead, but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God." 

Another said, "I will follow you, Lord, but let me first say farewell to 

those at my home." And Jesus said to him, "No one who puts a hand to 

the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God." 

Reflection       ​       ​         ​                       Rev. Joanna D’Agostino 

Stay Focused 

 

*Closing Hymn​                                                         #459 

Lord, You Give the Great Commission  

(Verses 1, 2, and 5) 

 

*Benediction​     
 

Postlude​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

 
 

 
 Our Mission Statement proclaims our common goal. 

We strive to be a welcoming, 
worshiping community of faith, 

helping people discover and deepen 
their relationship with God, growing as 
disciples of Christ, and reaching out in 

faith and loving service. 
  

In keeping with the spirit of our Mission Statement, 
Lakewood Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, is an Open 

and Affirming congregation. Wherever you are on life’s journey, we 
welcome you and all people of every sexual orientation, age, ability, 

gender identity and expression, and ethnic, economic, and racial 
background into the full life and ministry of our church. We declare this 

in the everlasting grace of the Still-Speaking God. 
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