
 

Announcements and Welcome ​  

 

Prelude​          ​     ​ ​ ​ ​          ​ ​
​ ​     

*Call to Worship (based on Psalm 42) 

One: ​ As a deer longs for flowing streams of water, our souls reach out 

to seek our God. 

Many: ​Where is our God? In the cleansing of the rain, in the 

refreshing of a pool, in the predictability of a faucet. 

One: ​ With glad shouts and songs of thanksgiving, our voices lift 

toward our God. 

Many: ​Where is our God? In the melody of voices raised in concert, in 

the stillness of silence, in the cacophony of spontaneous 

praise. 

One: ​ As deep calls to deep, we come to worship the Living God. 

Many: ​Where is our God? In the echoes of our prayers, in the 

reverence of bowed heads, in the hope of raised faces. The 

Holy One is with us. 

 

*Hymn ​ ​ ​                                   ​​ ​ #241 

Holy Spirit, Truth Divine 

 

*Prayer of Invocation (in unison) 

God in whom we take refuge, we seek you as the calm in the storm, 

the path in the wilderness, and the order in the chaos. Renew our 

strength.  Encourage us with a word of possibility. May we find hope 

and challenge, joy and rest, peace and power as we recharge 

ourselves here, in your name. Amen.​
 

Anthem​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​         Patricia Mock 
Peace 

LCC Summer "Pick-Up" Choir 

 



 

A Time of Prayer 
 
Invitation to Prayer 

Pastoral Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever.  Amen.​ 

Prayer Response        ​ ​  
 

A Time of Sharing 
Offertory​​ ​ ​ ​ ​   

 

*Doxology (in unison) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts; 

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

* Prayer of Dedication (in unison) 

​ Generous God, through our giving, we acknowledge the role you ​
​ have delegated to us in tending to the needs of your creation. ​
​ May these offerings nurture ministry, further community ​
​ engagement, and bring glory to your name. Amen. 

 

The Reading of God’s Word ​        Cathy Calamia-Downing     
Luke 8:26-39 

Then they arrived at the region of the Gerasenes, which is opposite 

Galilee. As he stepped out on shore, a man from the city who had 

demons met him. For a long time he had not worn any clothes, and he 

did not live in a house but in the tombs. When he saw Jesus, he cried 

out and fell down before him, shouting, at the top of his voice, "What 

have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do 

not torment me," for Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to come 

out of the man. (For many times it had seized him; he was kept under 

guard and bound with chains and shackles, but he would break the 

bonds and be driven by the demon into the wilds.) Jesus then asked 

him, "What is your name?" He said, "Legion," for many demons had 

entered him. They begged him not to order them to go back into the 

abyss. 

 

Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding, and the 

demons begged Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave them 

permission. Then the demons came out of the man and entered the 

swine, and the herd stampeded down the steep bank into the lake and 

was drowned.  

 

When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and told it 

in the city and in the country. Then people came out to see what had 

happened, and when they came to Jesus, they found the man from 

whom the demons had gone sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in 

his right mind. And they became frightened. Those who had seen it told 

them how the one who had been possessed by demons had been 

healed. Then the whole throng of people of the surrounding region of 

the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them, for they were seized with 

great fear. So he got into the boat and returned. The man from whom 

the demons had gone out begged that he might be with him, but Jesus 

sent him away, saying, "Return to your home, and declare how much 

God has done for you." So he went away, proclaiming throughout the 

city how much Jesus had done for him.  

 

Reflection       ​       ​         ​                       Rev. Joanna D’Agostino 

Out of Sight, Out of Mind 



 

*Closing Hymn​                                                         #461 

Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service 

 

*Benediction​     
 

Postlude​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

 
 

 
 Our Mission Statement proclaims our common goal. 

We strive to be a welcoming, 
worshiping community of faith, 

helping people discover and deepen 
their relationship with God, growing as 
disciples of Christ, and reaching out in 

faith and loving service. 
  

In keeping with the spirit of our Mission Statement, 
Lakewood Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, is an Open 

and Affirming congregation. Wherever you are on life’s journey, we 
welcome you and all people of every sexual orientation, age, ability, 

gender identity and expression, and ethnic, economic, and racial 
background into the full life and ministry of our church. We declare this 

in the everlasting grace of the Still-Speaking God. 
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