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Announcements and Welcome

Prelude

*Call to Worship

One: Wisdom calls and understanding speaks.

Many: Majestic God, we recognize your voice.

One: Creation declares your glory and humanity marvels at your care.
Many: Merciful God, we rejoice at your works.

One: Peace, endurance, character, and hope are gifts.

Many: Mysterious God, we receive your love in thanksgiving.

*Hymn #241
Holy Spirit, Truth Divine

*Prayer of Invocation (in unison)

Holy One, we invite you to dwell with us, to form us, and to challenge
us. Send a fresh wind to enliven our hearts, minds, and spirits to your
word and your truth. Let our worship of you expand our hopes and
our convictions and bring your glory. Make us instruments playing our
part of the harmonious song of your love in the world. Amen.

Mission Trip Commissioning Rachel Burns
This week our youth mission trip team will travel to Washington UCC in

Cincinnati. They will engage and work together with the community, the
church, and other nonprofit agencies. They will also visit the
Underground Railroad Museum and build relationships with old and

new friends. Learn more at WashingtonUCC.org.


http://washingtonucc.org

Please hold our team in your prayers as they travel this afternoon!
Youth:

Will Bando, Teegan Barlow, Amos & Evelyn D’Agostino, Mel & Peyton
Diemert, Grace Forristal, King Jones, Meredith Richardson, Will Schuldt,
and Quinn Stitt

Adults:
John Bando, Andy Barlow, Kelly Burd, Rachel Burns, Maic D’Agostino,
David Diemert, and Gail & Jeff Lingenfelter

A Time of Prayer

Invitation to Prayer
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

Prayer Response

A Time of Sharing
Offertory

*Doxology (in unison)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* Prayer of Dedication (in unison)
Providing, Generous, and Faithful Love, we demonstrate your
goodness by offering these gifts. Receive our offerings and
increase our impact in this community and the world in your
name. Amen.

The Reading of God’s Word

Romans 5:1-5

Michael Greenland

Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access
to this grace in which we stand, and we boast in our hope of sharing the
glory of God. And not only that, but we also boast in our afflictions,
knowing that affliction produces endurance, and endurance produces
character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put us to
shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through
the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

Reflection Rev. Elizabeth Dilley
Hope Does Not Disappoint

*Closing Hymn #631
Lift Every Voice and Sing*

*Benediction

Postlude

*A note about our closing hymn: Written as a poem by NAACP leader
James Weldon Johnson in 1900, this hymn is often referred to as 'The
Black National Anthem.' We sing it this morning in observance of the
upcoming Juneteenth holiday and in acknowledgment of a past built
upon injustice, a present full of missed opportunities, and our resolve to
create a future that continually bends toward justice.



Guest Preacher: Rev. Elizabeth Dilley

The Rev. Elizabeth Dilley serves as Minister and Team Leader for the
Ministerial Excellence, Support, and Authorization (MESA) ministry team
in the national setting of the United Church of Christ. The MESA team
empowers and equips Committees on Ministry and Conference staff in
the work of authorization and oversight of ministers in the UCC.
Elizabeth lives on the west side of Cleveland with her spouse Paul and
their daughter Meredith, who was confirmed last week!

Our Mission Statement proclaims our common goal.

We strive to be a welcoming,
worshiping community of faith,
helping people discover and deepen
their relationship with God, growing as
disciples of Christ, and reaching out in
faith and loving service.

In keeping with the spirit of our Mission Statement,
Lakewood Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, is an Open
and Affirming congregation. Wherever you are on life’s journey, we
welcome you and all people of every sexual orientation, age, ability,
gender identity and expression, and ethnic, economic, and racial
background into the full life and ministry of our church. We declare this
in the everlasting grace of the Still-Speaking God.
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