LAKEWOOD CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
United Church of Christ

An Open and Affirming Congregation
1375 West Clifton Boulevard, Lakewood, OH

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
May 11, 2025 | 10:00 AM

Announcements and Welcome

Prelude

*Call to Worship

One: God, our Shepherd, urges us, “Come, be restored!” As we
come where God leads us, our lives are made whole.

All:  God leads us in right paths. When we follow as God guides, we
shall not want. When we lie down with God in green pastures
and beside still waters, our souls are refreshed.

One: “Come be restored!” God, our Shepherd, urges all who journey
through the valley of shadows, God guides us to a table of
abundant goodness for all and is ready to anoint us with the oil
of overflowing mercy.

All:  When we journey as God leads us, we need not fear any evil
for God is with us, guiding, strengthening, and comforting us.
Therefore, we come to dwell in the house of the Lord today
and lifelong.

One: Come, be restored!

All: Let us worship God!

*Processional Hymn #56
For the Beauty of the Earth

*Prayer of Invocation (in unison)

O God, our Shepherd and Guide, thank you for your open invitation to
journey with you through all seasons of our lives. As we worship you
in this holy space today, you invite us to know your joy, to hear your
voice, and to follow right paths. You invite us to trust in your guidance
and accept risk and struggle that lead to new life. Amen.

Anthem Bryan McGucken
They'll Know We Are Christians
LCC Chancel Choir



Faith Formation

6th-12th graders and their leaders can leave at this time for their faith
formation classes for the rest of the service. There are faith formation
classes today for pre-K thru 5th graders for the whole service.

A Time of Prayer

Invitation to Prayer
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

Prayer Response Hear Our Prayer, O Lord

A Time of Sharing
Offertory

*Doxology (in unison)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* Prayer of Dedication (in unison)
Holy One, we thank you for the gifts of the people — from our
ancestors to our elders to those who have still yet to come, we
share what we have so that all can flourish and follow you.
Amen.

The Reading of God’s Word
Psalm 23
The LORD is my shepherd; | shall not want.

Michael Greenland

He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still
waters;

he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name's sake.
Even though | walk through the darkest valley, | fear no evil, for you are
with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you
anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and |
shall dwell in the house of the LORD my whole life long.

Reflection Rev. Joanna D’Agostino
*Closing Hymn #558
Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us
*Benediction

Postlude



Our Mission Statement proclaims our common goal.

We strive to be a welcoming,
worshiping community of faith,
helping people discover and deepen
their relationship with God, growing as
disciples of Christ, and reaching out in
faith and loving service.

In keeping with the spirit of our Mission Statement,
Lakewood Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, is an Open
and Affirming congregation. Wherever you are on life’s journey, we
welcome you and all people of every sexual orientation, age, ability,
gender identity and expression, and ethnic, economic, and racial
background into the full life and ministry of our church. We declare this
in the everlasting grace of the Still-Speaking God.
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