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Prelude
Welcome and Framing of the Service

Call to Worship
One: We have come to worship the Trinity,
Many: One God, three persons,

beyond our understanding

yet constantly revealing themselves to us.
One: We have come to worship an infinite being
Many: who took on finite flesh: fully human and fully divine—
One: a being who is love itself,
Many: yet loathes injustice;
One: whois almighty,
Many: yet let go of power

to be in solidarity with outcasts and criminals.
One: We gather to worship the living God
Many: who died.

First Reading | Luke 22:7-13 Jan Young
Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb
had to be sacrificed. So Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, ‘Go and
prepare the Passover meal for us so that we may eat it” They asked him,
‘Where do you want us to make preparations for it?’ ‘Listen,” he said to
them, ‘when you have entered the city, a man carrying a jar of water will
meet you; follow him into the house he enters and say to the owner of
the house, “The teacher asks you, ‘Where is the guest room, where |
may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ ” He will show you a large
room upstairs, already furnished. Make preparations for us there.” So
they went and found everything as he had told them; and they prepared
the Passover meal.

Hymn In Memory of the Savior’s Love # 405

Service of Holy Communion



The Invitation to Christ’s Table Avery Spahr
The Last Supper shows us who is welcome at Christ’s table:

People who sometimes trust, and sometimes question, who are
sometimes fearful, sometimes bold.

Liars and backsliders, doubters and deniers, and those who still struggle
to get free of what the world calls power, but commit to revolution
anyway.

Impulsive people. Imperfect people.

People who mess up over and over—but try again, and again, and again.
In short: each and every one of us.

So let no one ever tell you that you are not welcome here:

Jesus wants you at his table, exactly as you are.

Prayer of Thanksgiving Rev. Joanna D’Agostino
Here in this place, we join Jesus in the sacred space between his last
supper and his last breath. We'll stick with him through his suffering just
as God is present in our own liminal moments, sharing our pain, feeling
all we feel with us.

Co-creating and co-suffering God, we can count on your steadfast
presence even when we doubt and demand answers. Teach us to share
in one another’s pain, becoming your hands and feet on earth. And now,
as we break this bread and drink from this cup, may this meal nourish
us. Pour out your Spirit upon this holy feast, the one you shared with
friends and betrayers, not long before you took your last breath. May it
give us courage, just as it surely gave you courage on that night many
years ago. Amen.

Words of Institution | Adapted from Luke 22:14-20

On this very night nearly two thousand years ago, Jesus reclined at a
table with his closest friends. He said to them, “I have earnestly desired
to eat this Passover with you before | suffer.” After taking a cup and
giving thanks, he said, “Take this and share it among yourselves. | tell
you that from now on | won’t drink from the fruit of the vine until God’s
kingdom has come.” After taking the bread and giving thanks, he broke
it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way, he took the cup after

the meal and said, “This cup is the new covenant by my blood, which is
poured out for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Sharing the Bread and Cup

Everyone, no matter who you are and where you are in life’s journey, is
welcome to participate in this sacrament at LCC. Today we will receive
Communion at the front of the sanctuary by intinction, coming forward
by row. You may select a piece of bread and dip it in juice, or choose a
pre-packaged cup. If you are unable to come forward but would like to
receive Communion, please signal to the ushers and they will come to
you.

Communion Song Eat This Bread #414

Service of Shadows (Tenebrae)

Prayer for the Journey After Communion

One: Christ, tonight we follow you from the safety of the table to the
shadows of the garden, from shared bread to a heavy cross, from
community to the loneliness of betrayal.

Many: As we walk this path with you, give us the strength to stay
awake, the courage to carry one another’s burdens, and the
grace to keep going when the way is hard.

One: Inthe in-between spaces of this night, teach us how to love as
you have loved—steadfast, sacrificial, and unafraid.

Many: Amen.

(First Candle is Extinguished)

Reflection Rev. Joanna D’Agostino
Everything in Between: Power & Humility
(Second Candle is Extinguished)
Anthem Traditional

Wondrous Love
LCC Chancel Choir



Second Reading | Luke 22:24-27 Karen Lee
An argument broke out among the disciples over which one of them
should be regarded as the Greatest. But Jesus said to them, “The kings
of the Gentiles rule over their subjects, and those in authority over
them are called ‘friends of the people. But that’s not the way it will be
with you. Instead, the greatest among you must become like a person of
lower status and the leader like a servant. So which one is greater, the
one who is seated at the table or the one who serves at the table? Isn’t
it the one who is seated at the table? But | am among you as one who
serves.

(Third Candle is extinguished)

Third Reading | Luke 23:20-27 Julie Warren
Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, addressed them again; but they kept
shouting, ‘Crucify, crucify him!” A third time he said to them, ‘Why, what
evil has he done? | have found in him no ground for the sentence of
death; | will therefore have him flogged and then release him. But they
kept urgently demanding with loud shouts that he should be crucified;
and their voices prevailed. So Pilate gave his verdict that their demand
should be granted. He released the man they asked for, the one who
had been put in prison for insurrection and murder, and he handed
Jesus over as they wished.

As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who was
coming from the country, and they laid the cross on him, and made him
carry it behind Jesus. A great number of the people followed him, and
among them were women who were beating their breasts and wailing
for him.

(Fourth Candle is extinguished)

Fourth Reading | Luke 23:39-43 Penny Spahr
One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and
saying, ‘Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!’ But the other
rebuked him, saying, ‘Do you not fear God, since you are under the
same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed have been
condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds,
but this man has done nothing wrong.’ Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember

me when you come into your kingdom.” He replied, ‘Truly | tell you,
today you will be with me in Paradise.’

(Fifth Candle is extinguished)

Hymn Jesus, Remember Me #569

Final Reading | Luke 23:44-48 Darren Toms
It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until
three in the afternoon, while the sun’s light failed; and the curtain of the
temple was torn in two. Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said,
‘Father, into your hands | commend my spirit.” Having said this, he
breathed his last. When the centurion saw what had taken place, he
praised God and said, ‘Certainly this man was innocent.” And when all
the crowds who had gathered there for this spectacle saw what had
taken place, they returned home, beating their breasts.

(Final Candle is extinguished)

Postlude Were You There

The assembly departs in silence during the postlude.
After a brief time, the lights will be raised to aid in making your way.

All are welcome to join us again tomorrow evening at 7:00 for our Good
Friday Service.

Our Mission Statement proclaims our common goal.
We strive to be a welcoming,
worshiping community of faith,
helping people discover and deepen
their relationship with God, growing as
disciples of Christ, and reaching out in
faith and loving service.

In keeping with the spirit of our Mission Statement,



Lakewood Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, is an Open
and Affirming congregation. Wherever you are on life’s journey, we
welcome you and all people of every sexual orientation, age, ability,

gender identity and expression, and ethnic, economic, and racial
background into the full life and ministry of our church. We declare this
in the everlasting grace of the Still-Speaking God.
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