
 

The flowers on the altar are 
dedicated to the glory of God 

 in loving memory of  
Carolyn P. Seelbach 
 on what would have  

been her 99th birthday from 
Peggi and Michael Mizen 

 
 
Announcements and Welcome ​                        

 

Prelude​          ​​ ​ ​ ​         C. Austin Miles 
In the Garden 

Chris Burns, guitar and vocals 
 

*Call to Worship  
One: ​ We come to worship because we long for mercy. 

Many:  We long for community. We long for God. 

One: ​ We come to worship because we need a good word. 

Many: ​We need connection. We need moral reminders. 

One: ​ We come to worship because we are in between: 

Many: ​hope and grief, 

faith and doubt, 

joy and longing, 

curiosity and conviction. 

One: ​ So we come to worship and God meets us here. 

Many: ​Surely, we are not alone. Thanks be to God for meeting us in

​ the middle! Amen. 

 

*Opening Hymn ​ ​ ​                                    #683 

O for a World 

 



 

*Prayer for Forgiveness  
Merciful God, When we fail to be righteous, show us mercy. When we 

fail to be merciful, show us what is right. Again and again, bring us 

closer to you. Again and again, show us the way. Amen. 

 

*Assurance of God’s Grace 
One: ​ Family of faith, hear and believe this good news: 

When we fail to be righteous, 

Many: ​God is merciful. 

One: ​ When we fail to be merciful, 

Many: ​God invites us to try again. 

One: ​ Again and again, 

Many: ​God moves closer to us. 

One: ​ Again and again, 

Many: ​God shows us the way. 

One: ​ Thanks be to God for this unending love. 

Many: ​Amen. 

 

Anthem​                                                                  Bob Chilcott 
Just as I Am 

LCC Chancel Choir 

 
A Time of Prayer 
Invitation to Prayer 

Pastoral Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever.  Amen.​ 

Prayer Response        ​ ​ Amen​ ​ ​  #312 
 

A Time of Sharing 
Offertory​​  

Doxology (in unison) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts; 

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
Prayer of Dedication (in unison) 
O God who teaches us courage and generosity, bless these gifts 

and send them out in a spirit of service, to magnify your Good 

News for the world. Amen. 
 

The Reading of God’s Word                                 Charlie Amen 

Luke 19:1-10 

He entered Jericho and was passing through it. A man was there named 

Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax-collector and was rich. He was trying to 

see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because 

he was short in stature. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycomore tree 

to see him, because he was going to pass that way. When Jesus came to 

the place, he looked up and said to him, ‘Zacchaeus, hurry and come 

down; for I must stay at your house today.’ So he hurried down and was 

happy to welcome him. All who saw it began to grumble and said, ‘He 

has gone to be the guest of one who is a sinner.’ Zacchaeus stood there 

and said to the Lord, ‘Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to 

the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back 

four times as much.’ Then Jesus said to him, ‘Today salvation has come 

to this house, because he too is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man 

came to seek out and to save the lost.’ 

 

 

 

 



 

Reflection       ​       ​         ​                     Rev. Joanna D’Agostino 

Everything In Between: Righteousness & Mercy 

 

Service of Holy Communion  
Anyone who wishes to partake in this sacrament is welcome to do so, no 

matter who you are or where you are on your faith journey. If you wish 

to not partake, it’s not a requirement. Today we will take communion in 

the pews. You will remain seated and communion stewards will pass the 

trays of bread first, which you can hold until we are invited to eat 

together. Then, they will pass the trays of juice, which you can hold until 

we are invited to drink together.   

 

Invitation and Words of Remembering  
Words of Institution  
Sharing of the Elements  
 
*Prayer after Communion (in unison)   

God of feast and fasting, help us eat always with compassion for 

the earth, delight in all people, and generosity with our gifts, in 

spite of our temptations to hoard and control. May the gift of Holy 

Communion remind us there is always enough food, enough chairs, 

enough time for each of us, by your Grace and Glory.  Amen.  

 

*Closing Hymn​                                                         #73 

There's A Wideness in God's Mercy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Benediction​     

As you leave this place, may you find God in every messy middle. 

May you know that the world is bigger than two sides. 

May you trust that you are made in the image of God, 

and therefore, you contain multitudes. 

So may you move through this world with an open heart, 

with a curious mind, and with the confidence that you do not go alone. 

God is with you in the mountains, in the valleys, and everywhere in 

between. 

Believe that good news, and go in peace. 

 

Postlude 
​ ​  
      ​    Our Mission Statement proclaims our common goal. 

We strive to be a welcoming, 
worshiping community of faith, 

helping people discover and deepen 
their relationship with God, growing as 
disciples of Christ, and reaching out in 

faith and loving service. 
  

In keeping with the spirit of our Mission Statement, 
Lakewood Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, is an Open 

and Affirming congregation. Wherever you are on life’s journey, we 
welcome you and all people of every sexual orientation, age, ability, 

gender identity and expression, and ethnic, economic, and racial 
background into the full life and ministry of our church. We declare this 

in the everlasting grace of the Still-Speaking God. 
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