Announcements and Welcome

LAKEWOOD CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH E .
_ _ aster Proclamation
United Church of Christ One: On this Day of Resurrection, we proclaim:

An Open and Affirming Congregation In the dark before dawn, God is alive.
1375 West Clifton Boulevard, Lakewood, OH In the midst of our grief, the Spirit is at work.
In the chaos of our broken world, love is on the loose.

For no stone can keep God at bay,
and no violence can kill love.
Today we sing, Alleluia!
For somewhere in between our belief and doubt, hope lives.
Christ has died, and now, Christ is also risen.
All: Christ is risen, indeed!

Prelude Stephen Walters
Jesus Christ is Risen Again

*Call to Worship

One: My dear friends, we have known grief.
We have known loss.
We have known the long road, tired and winding.
We have whispered prayers on bended knees.
We have stared at the sky, empty of stars.
But today—

Many: Today we know hope.
One: Today we know life.

Many: Today we know the sound of Alleluias.

Easter Sunday One: Today we know that death does not have the last word.
i . Many: Today we know that nothing can separate us from the love of
April 20, 2025 | 10:00 AM God.

Liturgy adapted from our Lent worship series: Everything in Between | One: It is Easter. May hope find you.
A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org . .
And may you know, deep in your bones, that today is a new day.

Many: Alleluia! Amen.



*Processional Hymn

Christ the Lord Is Risen Today

*Prayer for Forgiveness

One:

Many:

One:

Many:

The Gospel of Luke says: “It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary
the mother of James, and the other women with them who told
the apostles [of the resurrection]. But these words seemed to
the disciples an idle tale, and they did not believe them. But
Peter got up and ran to the tomb."

Forgive us, God,

when good news lands in our lap and we refuse to believe it.
Forgive us, God,

when fear crowds out any room in our hearts for hope.
Forgive us, God,

when we dismiss the stories of others and minimize the voices
of our neighbors.

In a world that teeters between grief and hope, show us how to
be like Peter.

Show us how to hold onto hope.

Show us how to run toward you. Amen.

*Assurance of God’s Grace

One:

Many:

Family of Faith,

At first, the disciples didn’t believe that Jesus had risen. They
stayed locked in an upper room, shaking and afraid. Peter was
the exception. Fortunately, we are loved on our best days and
our worst days.

God’s grace exists for us when we are hopeful and when we’re
grieving, when we’re shouting and when we’re silent,

when we’re full of faith and when we’re full of fear.

God’s grace exists for us on the best days, the worst days, and
every day in between. Thanks be to God for this good news!
Alleluia! Amen.

#216

Anthem Jonathan Shippey
The Day of Resurrection
LCC Chancel Choir

A Time of Prayer

Invitation to Prayer
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

Prayer Response Amen #313

A Time of Sharing
Offertory

Doxology (in unison)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication (in unison)

To the witness of new life emerging, God open us.

To the work of new world building, God commit us.
To the power of love persisting, God dedicate us.

For the calling of faith rising up, God equip us. Amen.



The Reading of God’s Word
Luke 24:1-12
But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb,

Bryan McGucken

taking the spices that they had prepared. They found the stone rolled
away from the tomb, but when they went in, they did not find the body.
While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling
clothes stood beside them. The women were terrified and bowed their
faces to the ground, but the men said to them, ‘Why do you look for the
living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remember how
he told you, while he was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be
handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise
again. Then they remembered his words, and returning from the tomb,
they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. Now it was Mary
Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women
with them who told this to the apostles. But these words seemed to
them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. But Peter got up and
ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by
themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened.

Reflection Rev. Joanna D’Agostino
Everything In Between: Grief & Hope
*Closing Hymn #234
Crown Him with Many Crowns
*Benediction

As you leave this place, may you find God in every messy middle.

May you know that the world is bigger than two sides.

May you trust that you are made in the image of God,

and therefore, you contain multitudes.

So may you move through this world with an open heart,

with a curious mind, and with the confidence that you do not go alone.

God is with you in the mountains, in the valleys, and everywhere in
between.
Believe that good news, and go in peace.

Postlude G.F. Handel

“Hallelujah” from Messiah

LCC Festival Brass
John Blasko, trombone
Allison Grady, horn
Aaron Jacobs, trumpet
John Myers, tuba

Our Mission Statement proclaims our common goal.

We strive to be a welcoming,
worshiping community of faith,
helping people discover and deepen
their relationship with God, growing as
disciples of Christ, and reaching out in
faith and loving service.

In keeping with the spirit of our Mission Statement,
Lakewood Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, is an Open
and Affirming congregation. Wherever you are on life’s journey, we
welcome you and all people of every sexual orientation, age, ability,
gender identity and expression, and ethnic, economic, and racial
background into the full life and ministry of our church. We declare this
in the everlasting grace of the Still-Speaking God.
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