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Announcements and Welcome

Prelude Jonathan Foreman
Side by Side
Michael Kasper and Debi Kasper

*Call to Worship

One: Here in this place, we can ask big questions.
Many: Who is my neighbor?
How can | help?
What do | have to learn?
Where is God in it all?
One: Here in this place, we can ask big questions.
Many: So may we listen. May we learn.
May we stay curious, and may we look for God.
One: This is our invitation to lean in. Let us worship our holy God.

*Opening Hymn #627
| Want Jesus to Walk With Me

*Prayer for Forgiveness

Holy God, you have told us to love our neighbors as ourselves, but we
get tripped up on logistics. We want to know: who is our neighbor?
Must we have compassion for our enemy? Forgive our human
tendency to create exceptions in the face of love. Rewire our hearts to
see the face of a neighbor in every stranger we pass. With hope we
pray, Amen.

*Assurance of God’s Grace

One: Family of faith, when we set limits on love,
Many: God loves extravagantly.

One: When we forget that we are neighbors,
Many: God claims us as God’s own.



One: When we judge, hold back, or harm,

Many: God surrounds us with grace.

One: There is nothing we can do or leave undone that could separate
us from the love of God.

Many: This is the good news of the gospel. Thanks be to God! Amen.

Anthem Harold Arlen and E.Y. Harburg

Over the Rainbow/We’re Off to See the Wizard
Wizard of Oz Cast

Faith Formation

A Time of Prayer

Invitation to Prayer
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

Prayer Response

A Time of Sharing
Offertory Martin How
Day by Day

LCC Chancel Choir

Doxology (in unison)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication (in unison)

Holy One, use these gifts, and our lives, to feed and nourish
neighbor and stranger alike, spreading your love where it is most
needed. Amen.

The Reading of God’s Word
Luke 10:25-37
Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. ‘Teacher,” he said, ‘what must |

Ryan Geiger

do to inherit eternal life?’ He said to him, ‘What is written in the law?
What do you read there?’ He answered, ‘You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your
strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbour as yourself” And
he said to him, ‘You have given the right answer; do this, and you will
live!

But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, ‘And who is my
neighbor?’ Jesus replied, ‘A man was going down from Jerusalem to
Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him,
and went away, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was
going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other
side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him,
passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan while travelling came near
him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. He went to him
and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then
he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of
him. The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper,
and said, “Take care of him; and when | come back, | will repay you
whatever more you spend.” Which of these three, do you think, was a
neighbour to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?’ He said,
‘The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, ‘Go and do
likewise.

Reflection
Everything in Between: Neighbor and Stranger

Rev. Joanna D’Agostino



*Closing Hymn #655

Community of Christ

*Benediction

As you leave this place,

may you find God in every messy middle.

May you know that the world is bigger than two sides.
May you trust that you are made in the image of God,
and therefore, you contain multitudes.

So may you move through this world with an open heart,
with a curious mind, and with the confidence that you do not go alone.
God is with you in the mountains,

in the valleys,

and everywhere in between.

Believe that good news, and go in peace.

Postlude

Our Mission Statement proclaims our common goal.

We strive to be a welcoming,
worshiping community of faith,
helping people discover and deepen
their relationship with God, growing as
disciples of Christ, and reaching out in
faith and loving service.

In keeping with the spirit of our Mission Statement,
Lakewood Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, is an Open
and Affirming congregation. Wherever you are on life’s journey, we
welcome you and all people of every sexual orientation, age, ability,
gender identity and expression, and ethnic, economic, and racial
background into the full life and ministry of our church. We declare this
in the everlasting grace of the Still-Speaking God.
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