
 

Announcements and Welcome ​                       Laura Sangree  

Treasurer 

 
Prelude​          ​​ ​ ​ ​       Thomas Dorsey         

Precious Lord, Take My Hand 
LCC Handbell Choir 

 

*Call to Worship  
One:​ Come as you are. 

Many:​ If you have deep faith or your faith has run dry, 

One:​ if you know every scripture or none at all, 

Many:​ if you have calloused hands and live your faith through 

good works, 

One:​ or if you kneel at God’s feet, with a million hungry 

questions, 

Many:​ come as you are. 

One:​ This is God’s house. 

Many:​ None are turned away. 

One:​ All are welcome here. 

 

*Opening Hymn ​ ​ ​                                    #180 

Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days 

 

*Prayer for Forgiveness  
God of Grace, We long to do the “right” thing. We long to make 

the “right” choice. Show us how to hold our heart’s desire for 

perfection loosely. Show us how to lead with grace and love, over 

anything else. For even more than our desire to be right, we desire 

to be close to you. Show us the way. Amen. 

 

*Assurance of God’s Grace 
One: Faithful friends, God knows your heart. When you mean well 

and lose your way, God knows. When you try to do the right thing 



 
and miss the point, God knows. When you long to be close to​ God, 

and doubt your worth, God knows. You are seen. You are loved. You 

are forgiven. You have been sent to serve. This is the good news of 

the gospel! Nothing can separate you from God’s love. Thanks be to 

God! Amen. 

 

Anthem​                                   ​ ​         John Ness Beck 

Consecration 
LCC Chancel Choir 

 
A Time of Prayer 
Invitation to Prayer 

Pastoral Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever.  Amen.​ 

Prayer Response        ​ ​ ​ Amen​ ​ ​  #312 
 

A Time of Sharing 
     Offertory​​ ​ ​ ​         ​           Gordon Young 

My Faith Looks Up to Thee    
  LCC Handbell Choir 

 

     Doxology (in unison) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts; 

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication (in unison)​  

Holy One, use these offerings of our resources and of our lives. Bless 

and multiply them for your purposes in the world, and empower us 

to participate in those purposes in every way we are able, in Jesus’ 

name. Amen.  
 

The Reading of God’s Word                          Michael Greenland 

Luke 10:38-42 

Now as they went on their way, he entered a certain village, where a 

woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. She had a sister 

named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what he was 

saying. But Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so she came to 

him and asked, ‘Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do all 

the work by myself? Tell her then to help me.’ But the Lord answered 

her, ‘Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things; 

there is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part, which 

will not be taken away from her.’ 
 

Reflection       ​       ​         ​                     Rev. Joanna D’Agostino 

Everything In Between: Faith & Works 
 

*Closing Hymn​                                                         #453 

Called as Partners in Christ's Service 
 

*Benediction​     
As you leave this place, may you find God in every messy middle. 

May you know that the world is bigger than two sides. 

May you trust that you are made in the image of God, 

and therefore, you contain multitudes. 

So may you move through this world with an open heart, 

with a curious mind, and with the confidence that you do not go alone. 

God is with you in the mountains, in the valleys, and everywhere in 

between. 

Believe that good news, and go in peace. 

Postlude 
​ ​  



 

      ​     Our Mission Statement proclaims our common goal. 

We strive to be a welcoming, 
worshiping community of faith, 

helping people discover and deepen 
their relationship with God, growing as 
disciples of Christ, and reaching out in 

faith and loving service. 
  

In keeping with the spirit of our Mission Statement, 
Lakewood Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, is an Open 

and Affirming congregation. Wherever you are on life’s journey, we 
welcome you and all people of every sexual orientation, age, ability, 

gender identity and expression, and ethnic, economic, and racial 
background into the full life and ministry of our church. We declare this 

in the everlasting grace of the Still-Speaking God. 
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