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Announcements and Welcome

Prelude
Just a Closer Walk with Thee
Mardi Gras Band
Jabril Barnes, trumpet | David Kasper, saxophone
William C. Washington, trombone | Matthew Banner, sousaphone
Liam Smith, drums

Call to Worship

One: The call of the Holy One has brought us together.
Many: We have been called to pray and to praise.

One: We are called to worship and to holy wonder.

Many: May the light of Love burn brightly in us.

One: May it transfigure and transform our hearts and minds.
Many: May it become a beacon of hope for others.

Opening Hymn #623
Woke Up This Morning

Prayer of Invocation (in unison)

God of mountaintops and valleys and everywhere in between, we
thank you for meeting us where we are. We thank you also for leading
us to this place of prayer and renewal. Enlighten our minds, radiate
our hearts, and ready us for your alive Word of Love. Let it shine in
and through us, lighting a path of grace, hope, and joy. May the same
transfiguring power, shown forth in Jesus Christ, also shine in us for
the good of the world. Amen.

Anthem arr. Mark Hayes
This Little Light of Mine
LCC Chancel Choir



A Time of Prayer
Invitation to Prayer

Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

Prayer Response Mardi Gras Band

A Time of Sharing
Offertory Piaf/Louiguy
La Vie en Rose
Mardi Gras Band
Doxology (in unison)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication (in unison)

O Spirit of Life, shine on us again and again that we may become
the blessing you intend. Bless these gifts we bring so that your
energy of love may be shared with others. By this, continue to
transfigure us and the world. Amen.

The Reading of God’s Word Avery Spahr
Psalm 99
The Lord rules—

the nations shake!

God sits enthroned on the angels—

the earth quakes!

The Lord is great in Zion;
God is exalted over all the nations.
Let them thank your great and awesome name.
God is holy!
Strong king who loves justice,
you are the one who established what is fair.
You worked justice and righteousness in Jacob.
Magnify the Lord, our God!
Bow low at God'’s footstool!
God is holy!
Moses and Aaron were among God'’s priests,
Samuel too among those who called on God’s name.
They cried out to the Lord, and God answered them—
God spoke to them from a pillar of cloud.
They kept the laws and the rules God gave to them.
Lord our God, you answered them.
To them you were a God who forgives
but also the one who avenged their wrong deeds.
Magnify the Lord our God!
Bow low at God’s holy mountain
because the Lord our God is holy!

Reflection Rev. Joanna D’Agostino

Service of Holy Communion

Today we will receive Communion at the front of the sanctuary by
intinction, coming forward by row. You may select a piece of bread and
dip it in juice, or choose a pre-packaged cup. If you are unable to come
forward but would like to receive Communion, please signal to the
ushers and they will come to you.



Invitation to Communion
One: No matter where we go, or whom we meet, we remember that

we are always welcome here. Whether we are full of faith or
running on empty, whether we come with eager footsteps or
more tentatively, we are always welcome to feast on God’s
grace.

One: The Lord be with you.

Many: And also with you.

One: Lift up your hearts.

Many: We lift them to the Lord.

One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

Many: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Words of Remembering
One: Today we remember...
... Christ is the bread of life:

When we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim your death, Lord Jesus,
until you come in glory.

Prayer of Consecration
One: Gracious God,pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these

your gifts of bread and wine, that the bread we break and the
cup we bless may unite us with the living Christ, so we may be
one in ministry in every place. As this bread is Christ’s body for
us, send us out to be the body of Christ in the world.

Words of Institution

Sharing of the Elements
This week, we take communion by the ancient practice of intinction.

You are welcome to come forward, receive a piece of the bread, dip it in
the cup, and return to your seat. This is the feast of God for the people
of God. Come, for all things are ready.

Communion Hymn #425
Let Us Break Bread Together

Prayer of Thanksgiving (in unison)

Jesus Christ, bread of life, as you have met us at this table, send us out
into the world to meet you in our neighbors, that we might share your
grace and spread your love. Surprise us with your presence, and fill us
with your courage, that we might resist what is destructive and learn
to follow you alone. All this we pray. Amen.

Closing Hymn #530
I’'ve Got Peace Like a River

Benediction

Postlude

When the Saints Go Marching In
Mardi Gras Band

Our Mission Statement proclaims our common goal.

We strive to be a welcoming,
worshiping community of faith,
helping people discover and deepen
their relationship with God, growing as
disciples of Christ, and reaching out in
faith and loving service.

In keeping with the spirit of our Mission Statement,
Lakewood Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, is an Open
and Affirming congregation. Wherever you are on life’s journey, we
welcome you and all people of every sexual orientation, age, ability,
gender identity and expression, and ethnic, economic, and racial
background into the full life and ministry of our church. We declare this
in the everlasting grace of the Still-Speaking God.
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