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Remembering our Advent Worship Series, this Quilt Square represents
the Epiphany journey, with triangles pointing in multiple directions. We

are all on a journey, and the road is not always straight

Announcements and Welcome

Prelude

Call to Worship

One: God says: Before you were born, | knew you and blessed you!

Many: Truly, we do not know our own power.

One: God says: Do not be afraid to speak, for | have put words in your
heart and on your lips.

Many: Truly, we are afraid of the power of our words.

One: God says: Speak, my faithful people, and bring a word of
liberation!

Many: Truly, we are given voice and courage this day to live into our

God-given power!

Opening Hymn #4
Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!

Prayer of Invocation (in unison)

Holy One, we welcome you in our midst. You amaze and inspire,
challenge and convict, comfort and fortify. May we be open and
receptive to your voice and presence among us. Let your words
encourage us to be prophetic, passionate, and public in our ministry as
we praise and honor your name. Amen.

Anthem Pepper Choplin
Beloved, Let Us Love One Another
LCC Chancel Choir

Faith Formation

6th-12th graders and their leaders can leave at this time for their faith
formation classes for the rest of the service. There are faith formation
classes today for pre-K thru 5th graders for the whole service.



A Time of Prayer
Invitation to Prayer

Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we

forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but

deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom and the power

and the glory forever. Amen.
Prayer Response

Masithi

A Time of Sharing
Offertory
Doxology (in unison)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication (in unison)

God of glory and power, magnify these gifts to your glory. Make of
them a witness to all the world of what your love can do. And make
our lives a witness, too, that your love will pour out through us into
creation. Amen.

The Reading of God’s Word Julie Warren
Luke 4:21-30

Then he began to say to them, ‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled in
your hearing. All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious
words that came from his mouth. They said, ‘Is not this Joseph’s son?’
He said to them, ‘Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, “Doctor,

cure yourself!” And you will say, “Do here also in your home town the

things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.” ’ And he said, ‘Truly |
tell you, no prophet is accepted in the prophet’s home town. But the
truth is, there were many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when
the heaven was shut up for three years and six months, and there was a
severe famine over all the land; yet Elijah was sent to none of them
except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon. There were also many lepers
in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was
cleansed except Naaman the Syrian. When they heard this, all in the
synagogue were filled with rage. They got up, drove him out of the
town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built,
so that they might hurl him off the cliff. But he passed through the
midst of them and went on his way.

Reflection Rev. Elizabeth Dilley
Closing Hymn #337
Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tumult
Benediction

Postlude

Rev. Elizabeth Dilley is the Minister and Team Leader for the Ministerial
Excellence, Support and Authorization (MESA) ministry team in the
national setting of the United Church of Christ. Prior to her service in the
national setting, she served a small, progressive congregation in
Southwest lowa for nearly a decade. She lives in Cleveland with her
husband Paul, daughter Meredith, and feisty dog Blue. They are
members at South Haven UCC in Bedford, and are friends of Lakewood
Congregational Church.



Our Mission Statement proclaims our common goal.

We strive to be a welcoming,
worshiping community of faith,
helping people discover and deepen
their relationship with God, growing as
disciples of Christ, and reaching out in
faith and loving service.

In keeping with the spirit of our Mission Statement,
Lakewood Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, is an Open
and Affirming congregation. Wherever you are on life’s journey, we
welcome you and all people of every sexual orientation, age, ability,
gender identity and expression, and ethnic, economic, and racial
background into the full life and ministry of our church. We declare this
in the everlasting grace of the Still-Speaking God.
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