LAKEWOOD CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
United Church of Christ

An Open and Affirming Congregation
1375 West Clifton Boulevard, Lakewood, OH

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
February 23, 2025 | 10:00 AM

Liturgy Adapted from
Rev. Dr. David Long-Higgins | UCC Worship Ways

Announcements and Welcome

Prelude Vivaldi, arr. Thompson
Grazioso
LCC Handbell Choir

Call to Worship

One: Come, Beloved, and release your frenzied fear.

Many: We come, trusting the enduring promises of the Holy One.

One: Let meekness rise as strength of soul.

Many: May our promised inheritance of love shine brightly all
around.

One: May it strengthen us in our waiting and our working.

Many: May all that is evil wither, and all that is good grow to
fullness.

One: May the grace of God rest on us all as we gather.

Opening Hymn #638
In the Bulb There Is a Flower

Prayer of Invocation (in unison)

Holy Love, bear in us a new beginning. Hold the worries and
wanderings of our lives, and grant us the renewing energy of your
Holy Spirit. In this hour, may our fatigue and despair find new energy
in the connection and commitment of this community, through you,
for the good of the world. In Your Holy name, we pray. Amen.

Anthem Pamela Martin & Craig Courtney
My Wordless Prayer
LCC Chancel Choir

Faith Formation



6th-12th graders and their leaders can leave at this time for their faith
formation classes for the rest of the service. There are faith formation
classes today for pre-K thru 5th graders for the whole service.

A Time of Prayer

Invitation to Prayer
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we

forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but

deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom and the power

and the glory forever. Amen.
Prayer Response

Masithi
A Time of Sharing
Offertory
Joshua Fit the Battle of Jericho
LCC Handbell Choir
Doxology (in unison)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication (in unison)

Generous God, multiply these gifts into goodness for the
world. And, bless us, that we might live our lives in hope and
gratitude. Through this way of Jesus, stretch our hearts, minds,
and lives into channels of Holy grace. Amen.

The Reading of God’s Word

Cathy Calamia-Downing

Luke 6:27-38

‘But | say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who
hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. If
anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone
who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. Give to
everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do
not ask for them again. Do to others as you would have them do to you.
‘If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even
sinners love those who love them. If you do good to those who do good
to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. If you
lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to
you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. But love
your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your
reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is
kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is
merciful.

‘Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you
will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it
will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together,
running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be
the measure you get back.’

Reflection Rev. Joanna D’Agostino
The Hardest Part
Closing Hymn #467
Fill the World with Love
Benediction
Postlude



Our Mission Statement proclaims our common goal.

We strive to be a welcoming,
worshiping community of faith,
helping people discover and deepen
their relationship with God, growing as
disciples of Christ, and reaching out in
faith and loving service.

In keeping with the spirit of our Mission Statement,
Lakewood Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, is an Open
and Affirming congregation. Wherever you are on life’s journey, we
welcome you and all people of every sexual orientation, age, ability,
gender identity and expression, and ethnic, economic, and racial
background into the full life and ministry of our church. We declare this
in the everlasting grace of the Still-Speaking God.
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