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Announcements and Welcome

Prelude Ennio Morricone
Gabriel’s Oboe

Call to Worship

One: Come, beloved of God, to remember who you are and whose

you are.

Many: God has named us all “Beloved.”

One: Yes, here and now, God'’s love is being poured out anew.

Many: May this belovedness shape our hearts and minds.

One: May it brighten the Epiphany light in us and the whole creation.

Many: And may it shape our words and work into Good News for
the world!

Opening Hymn #25
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

Prayer of Invocation (in unison)

Holy One, awaken us again to Your outpouring Spirit of Love. Stretch
our souls wide and form us into channels of your healing grace. Gift us
with an ability to recognize You in each other. Clarify our intentions,
purify our actions, fill our words with grace and our hearts with hope.
In your name, Amen.

Anthem Dale Wood
How Firm a Foundation

Faith Formation

6th-12th graders and their leaders can leave at this time for their faith
formation classes for the rest of the service. There are faith formation
classes today for pre-K thru 5th graders for the whole service.



A Time of Prayer
Invitation to Prayer

Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

Prayer Response Gloria

A Time of Sharing
Offertory
Doxology (in unison)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication (in unison)

O Gracious God, we thank you for the invitation to grow through
giving, made possible by Your outpouring spirit. May these gifts we
bring be used to form ever-new blessings in this congregation and
around the world. And may our lives be the instruments of love and
joy you desire. Amen.

The Reading of God’s Word Michael Greenland
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in
their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John
answered all of them by saying, ‘I baptize you with water; but one who
is more powerful than | is coming; | am not worthy to untie the thong of
his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His

winnowing-fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing-floor and to gather
the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with
unguenchable fire.

Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been
baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit

descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from
heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you | am well pleased’

Reflection Rev. Joanna D’Agostino
Beloved Connection

Closing Hymn #431
Go, My Children, with My Blessing

Benediction

Postlude

Our Mission Statement proclaims our common goal.

We strive to be a welcoming,
worshiping community of faith,
helping people discover and deepen
their relationship with God, growing as
disciples of Christ, and reaching out in
faith and loving service.

In keeping with the spirit of our Mission Statement,
Lakewood Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, is an Open
and Affirming congregation. Wherever you are on life’s journey, we
welcome you and all people of every sexual orientation, age, ability,
gender identity and expression, and ethnic, economic, and racial
background into the full life and ministry of our church. We declare this
in the everlasting grace of the Still-Speaking God.
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