
Announcements and Welcome

Prelude J.S. Bach/arr. Bruce Behnke

Sinfonia from Sinfonia ad Chorale,

Cantat BWV 142 Unsist ein Kind geboren

Greater Cleveland Flute Society

Advent Candle Lighting: Peace
Peterson Family

Call to Worship Rev. Catherine Lawrence
One: In a world that is lonely,

Many: we will save a seat for you.

One: In a world that is anxious,

Many: we will light candles against the gloom.

One: In a world that is weary,

Many: we will sing songs of joy and truth.

One: I am not alone.

Many: We are not alone.

One: For here in this place, God is weaving us together.

Many: Light the candles! Sing with joy!

We are a three-cord strand, not easily broken.

Opening Hymn #135
Blessed Be the God of Israel

Prayer of Invocation
Loving God, Creator of Our Hearts, through your Spirit our love grows

for our neighbors. Our hearts are drawn to your expanding light as we

look into the faces of our neighbors. May the joy of your Divine Love

fill this season and this time together. Amen.



Anthem J. Paul Williams & Douglas Nolan

A Prayer for Advent

LCC Chancel Choir

Logan Dailey, cello

Faith Formation
pre-K thru 12th graders and their leaders can leave at this time for

their faith formation classes for the rest of the service.

A Time of Prayer
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

Prayer Response Fourfold Amen

A Time of Sharing
Call to Offering
Offertory arr. by Ricky Lombardo

O Come, O Come Emmanuel
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Doxology (in unison)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication (in unison)

Holy one, braid our gifts together and strengthen them to cultivate a

strong and compassionate community and world. Amen.

Special Music Tomas Luis da Victoria,

transcribed by Bill Schuetter

Magi Viderunt Stellam "the Magi have seen a star"
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The Reading of God’s Word Paula Deal
Ruth 1:15-18
[Naomi] said, ‘See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and
to her gods; return after your sister-in-law.’ But Ruth said,
‘Do not press me to leave you
or to turn back from following you!

Where you go, I will go;
where you lodge, I will lodge;

your people shall be my people,
and your God my God.

Where you die, I will die—
there will I be buried.

May the Lord do thus and so to me,
and more as well,

if even death parts me from you!’
When Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no
more to her.

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12
Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil.
For if they fall, one will lift up the other; but woe to one who is alone
and falls and does not have another to help. Again, if two lie together,
they keep warm; but how can one keep warm alone? And though one
might prevail against another, two will withstand one. A threefold cord
is not quickly broken.



Reflection Rev. Joanna D’Agostino
We Can’t Go Alone

Closing Hymn #149

Angels, from the Realms of Glory

Benediction

Postlude arr by Alexandra Molnar-Suhajda
Ukrainian Bell Carol
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We welcome our guest musicians

Logan Dailey, cello

Greater Cleveland Flute Society Members:

Andrea Boldon Ann Droste Bryan Kennard

Sara Lambert Dylan Masariego Linda Miller

Dawn Schwartz Cathy Spicer George Sterbenz

Bonnie Svetlik Sydney Vereb Rae Yaeger

Our Mission Statement proclaims our common goal.
We strive to be a welcoming,

worshiping community of faith,
helping people discover and deepen

their relationship with God, growing as
disciples of Christ, and reaching out in

faith and loving service.

In keeping with the spirit of our Mission Statement,
Lakewood Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, is an Open
and Affirming congregation. Wherever you are on life’s journey, we
welcome you and all people of every sexual orientation, age, ability,
gender identity and expression, and ethnic, economic, and racial

background into the full life and ministry of our church. We declare this
in the everlasting grace of the Still-Speaking God.

Offering and Contribution Collection

Financial gifts are always welcome, and our church feels the call to
respond to the needs around us as they arise. Financial stability allows
us to do so more effectively. So, let us give generously of our time,
talent, and treasure to further the work of God in our community. You
can do so in the following ways:

● Writing and mailing a check to Lakewood Congregational
Church, 1375 W. Clifton Blvd., Lakewood, OH 44107

● Texting STEWARD to 44-321
● Sending a gift through your bank’s online bill pay
● By using the donate button on the church’s website

www.lcc-church.org
● Call the church office at (216) 221-9555 to discuss other options

http://www.lcc-church.org

