LAKEWOOD CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
United Church of Christ

An Open and Affirming Congregation
1375 West Clifton Boulevard, Lakewood, OH

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
December 22, 2024 - 10:00 AM

Liturgy and Quilt Square Images are from our Advent worship series:
Words from the Beginning | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org

This week’s quilt square: traditional design called "birds in the air”
Sometimes when we take a risk, hope takes flight.

Announcements and Welcome

Prelude Fred Gramann
| Wonder As | Wander
LCC Handbell Choir

Advent Candle Lighting: Love

Germaine Family

Special Music
O Come, All Ye Faithful
Avery Spahr, clarinet | Liz Spahr, flute

Call to Worship Rev. Catherine Lawrence

One: On this fourth Sunday of Advent

Many: we sing of love.

One: When the world seems fragile,

Many: we lift each other up.

One: In this beautiful world,

Many: we look for God.

One: In this tender world,

Many: we hold onto hope.

One: This is the invitation of our faith. So in this time of worship,
may we sing, lift up, look for, and hold onto God-with-us.

Many: With hope in our hearts, amen!

Opening Hymn #130
My Soul Gives Glory to My God

Prayer of Invocation
Holy God, the stories of Advent are stories many of us have heard
before, but as we hear them this year, help us begin again. Clear the



distractions from our minds. Center us in this space. Speak to us here
and now. Amen.

Anthem Matthew H. Corl

A Place to Keep Your Son

A Time of Prayer

Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

Prayer Response Fourfold Amen

A Time of Sharing
Call to Offering
Offertory Dan R. Edwards

Upon This Winter Day

LCC Handbell Choir

Doxology (in unison)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication (in unison)

God of All Joy, these offerings of talents, treasures, and time are
not to appease you but to collaborate with you. May they be an
invitation and a reminder to work together with you in the world.
Amen.

The Reading of God’s Word Patti Komperda
Luke 1:46-55
And Mary said,
‘My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,
for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
His mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;
he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants for ever’

Reflection Rev. Joanna D’Agostino
Hope is Worth the Risk
Closing Hymn #160
Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming
Benediction
Postlude



Our children have worked very
hard to prepare for our

annual Christmas pageant.

Please join us

in sharing your love and support for
our children of LCC
as we celebrate Christmas together!

This Sunday, Dec. 22nd
3:30pm

Followed by a cookie reception
and a visit from Santa!

Our Mission Statement proclaims our common goal.
We strive to be a welcoming,
worshiping community of faith,
helping people discover and deepen
their relationship with God, growing as
disciples of Christ, and reaching out in
faith and loving service.

In keeping with the spirit of our Mission Statement,
Lakewood Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, is an Open
and Affirming congregation. Wherever you are on life’s journey, we
welcome you and all people of every sexual orientation, age, ability,
gender identity and expression, and ethnic, economic, and racial
background into the full life and ministry of our church. We declare this
in the everlasting grace of the Still-Speaking God.

Offering and Contribution Collection

Financial gifts are always welcome, and our church feels the call to
respond to the needs around us as they arise. Financial stability allows
us to do so more effectively. So, let us give generously of our time,
talent, and treasure to further the work of God in our community. You
can do so in the following ways:
e Writing and mailing a check to Lakewood Congregational
Church, 1375 W. Clifton Blvd., Lakewood, OH 44107
® Texting STEWARD to 44-321
e Sending a gift through your bank’s online bill pay
® By using the donate button on the church’s website
www.lcc-church.org
e Call the church office at (216) 221-9555 to discuss other options



http://www.lcc-church.org

