
Prelude Paul Fey

Prelude on “The First Noel”

Call to Worship
One: Even in our endings,

Many: Fill us with hope for new beginnings.

One: Even as our minds race with anxiety,

Many: Fill us with peace that surpasses understanding. Fill us with

joy and laughter.

One: Even in a world of hate and fear,

Many: Fill us with your love, O God.

One: Come, let us worship Emmanuel, God with us.

Opening Hymn #638

In the Bulb There is a Flower

Prayer of Invocation (in unison)
God of Endings and beginnings, we gather here this evening to
remember we are embraced by a loving community who journeys
with us through life’s joys and challenges.
Help us to feel your loving presence in all of our moods and feelings
and seasons. Grant us a taste of the hope, peace, joy, and love that
you promise to all of your people through the gift of your child, Jesus.
Amen

Scripture: Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 Beth Abbott

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under

heaven:

a time to be born, and a time to die;
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;
a time to kill, and a time to heal;
a time to break down, and a time to build up;
a time to weep, and a time to laugh;
a time to mourn, and a time to dance;



a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together;
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;
a time to seek, and a time to lose;
a time to keep, and a time to throw away;
a time to tear, and a time to sew;
a time to love, and a time to hate;
a time for war, and a time for peace.

Moments of Reflection Rev. Catherine Lawrence

Anthem Franz Schubert

Litanei Auf das Fest allerseelen, D. 343

Logan Dailey, cello
Adam Sampson, piano

Prayers of the People

Service of Light
You are invited to come forward and light a candle and name, if you
wish, the one you are missing, or the gloomy space where peace does
not currently exist in your heart. In the act of lighting the candle, may
hope be rekindled and provide light sufficient to overcome your darkest
night.

Scripture: Isaiah 43: 16-21 Rev. Catherine Lawrence

Thus says the Lord,
who makes a way in the sea,
a path in the mighty waters,

who brings out chariot and horse,
army and warrior;

they lie down, they cannot rise,
they are extinguished, quenched like a wick:

Do not remember the former things,
or consider the things of old.

I am about to do a new thing;

now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
I will make a way in the wilderness
and rivers in the desert.

The wild animals will honour me,
the jackals and the ostriches;

for I give water in the wilderness,
rivers in the desert,

to give drink to my chosen people,
the people whom I formed for myself

so that they might declare my praise.

Special Music J. S. Bach

Sarabande from Suite for Unaccompanied Cello No. 1 in G Major

Logan Dailey, cello

Words of Comfort/ Affirmation of Faith
One: The first words of Genesis tell us that in the beginning, God was

creating.

Many: We believe in a God who is at work in all our beginnings.

One: In Revelation we hear Jesus proclaim, “ I am the Alpha and the

Omega, the First and Last, the Beginning and the End”

Many: We believe in a Savior who is with us through it all, in every

beginning, and in every ending that comes before.

One: And so from the beginning to end, from Genesis to Revelation,

from the first day to the last, we are held by our God who knows

our name.

Many: Thanks be to God, Amen

Blessing: The Healing That Comes

I know how long
you have been waiting
for your story to take

a different turn,
how far

you have gone in search



of what will mend you
and make you whole.

I bear no remedy,
no cure,

no miracle
for the easing
of your pain.

But I know
the medicine

that lives in a story
that has been
broken open.

I know
the healing that comes

in ceasing
to hide ourselves away
with fingers clutched
around the fragments

we think are
none but ours.

See how they fit together,
these shards

we have been carrying—
how in their meeting
they make a way
we could not
find alone.

—Jan Richardson
from The Cure for Sorrow: A Book of Blessings for Times of Grief

Benediction

Postlude

Our Mission Statement proclaims our common goal.

We strive to be a welcoming,
worshiping community of faith,

helping people discover and deepen
their relationship with God, growing as
disciples of Christ, and reaching out in

faith and loving service.

In keeping with the spirit of our Mission Statement,
Lakewood Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, is an Open
and Affirming congregation. Wherever you are on life’s journey, we
welcome you and all people of every sexual orientation, age, ability,
gender identity and expression, and ethnic, economic, and racial

background into the full life and ministry of our church. We declare this
in the everlasting grace of the Still-Speaking God.

Offering and Contribution Collection

Financial gifts are always welcome, and our church feels the call to
respond to the needs around us as they arise. Financial stability allows
us to do so more effectively. So, let us give generously of our time,
talent, and treasure to further the work of God in our community. You
can do so in the following ways:

● Writing and mailing a check to Lakewood Congregational
Church, 1375 W. Clifton Blvd., Lakewood, OH 44107

● Texting STEWARD to 44-321
● Sending a gift through your bank’s online bill pay
● By using the donate button on the church’s website

www.lcc-church.org
● Call the church office at (216) 221-9555 to discuss other options

http://www.lcc-church.org

