
Announcements and Welcome

Prelude Phil Wickham

Manger Throne

Chris Burns, guitar and vocals

Nate McLaughlin, drums

Advent Candle Lighting: Joy
Debi and John Kasper

David and Patricia Kasper
Michael Kasper

A: In a weary and worn world, how do we begin again?
Where do we start?

B: Let us start small. Let us begin with what is right in front of us.
Let us do the good that is ours to do, and let us do it with joy!

A: Yes, let us begin with joy.
B: Today we light the candles of hope, peace, and joy.

May these lights remind us of what could be.
May these lights inspire action.
May the warmth of these lights fill us with joy.

A: May it be so! Amen.

Call to Worship
One: “Teacher,” the crowd asked, “What should we do?”

Many: If you have two shirts, give one away.

Hold onto hope.

Live like we belong to one another.

Speak the truth.

Look for God.

Do the good that is yours to do.

One: It’s all that easy, and it’s all that hard.

Let us worship our present and active God.



Opening Hymn #140

Hail to the Lord's Anointed

Prayer of Invocation
Listening God, we know that you are constantly speaking through

music, scripture, nature, and relationships. In gratitude, we long to

return the favor. In this time, quiet the noise in our heads and open us

to listen. Teach us to do the good that is ours to do. With hope in our

hearts we listen and we pray, Amen.

Anthem Joseph M. Martin & David Angerman

Comfort, Comfort Ye My People

LCC Chancel Choir

Faith Formation
pre-K thru 12th graders and their leaders can leave at this time for their

faith formation classes for the rest of the service.

A Time of Prayer
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

Prayer Response Fourfold Amen

A Time of Sharing
Call to Offering

Offertory Vince Guaraldi

Christmas Time Is Here

Tom Leatherman, piano | David Kasper, saxophone

Nate McLaughlin, drums

Doxology (in unison)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication (in unison)

Holy One, we give of our full hearts, knowing that you will bless

this world with joy. May the joy of your gifts encourage us to share

the best we have, creating your Realm here on earth. Amen.

The Reading of God’s Word Michael Greenland
Luke 3:7-16
John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, ‘You
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear
fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, “We
have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from these
stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the axe is lying at the
root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is
cut down and thrown into the fire.’

And the crowds asked him, ‘What then should we do?’ In reply he said
to them, ‘Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has
none; and whoever has food must do likewise.’ Even tax-collectors came
to be baptized, and they asked him, ‘Teacher, what should we do?’ He
said to them, ‘Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.’
Soldiers also asked him, ‘And we, what should we do?’ He said to them,
‘Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and
be satisfied with your wages.’

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in
their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John



answered all of them by saying, ‘I baptize you with water; but one who
is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of
his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.

Reflection Rev. Joanna D’Agostino
Do the Good that is Yours to Do

Closing Hymn #125

Come, O Long-expected Jesus

Benediction

Postlude Paul Fey

Lift Up Your Heads!
A Postlude made of Praetorius' terpsichore dance

and the Hymn Tune TRURO (Williams)

Our Mission Statement proclaims our common goal.
We strive to be a welcoming,

worshiping community of faith,
helping people discover and deepen

their relationship with God, growing as
disciples of Christ, and reaching out in

faith and loving service.

In keeping with the spirit of our Mission Statement,
Lakewood Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, is an Open
and Affirming congregation. Wherever you are on life’s journey, we
welcome you and all people of every sexual orientation, age, ability,
gender identity and expression, and ethnic, economic, and racial

background into the full life and ministry of our church. We declare this
in the everlasting grace of the Still-Speaking God.

Offering and Contribution Collection

Financial gifts are always welcome, and our church feels the call to
respond to the needs around us as they arise. Financial stability allows
us to do so more effectively. So, let us give generously of our time,
talent, and treasure to further the work of God in our community. You
can do so in the following ways:

● Writing and mailing a check to Lakewood Congregational
Church, 1375 W. Clifton Blvd., Lakewood, OH 44107

● Sending a gift through your bank’s online bill pay
● By using the donate button on the church’s website

www.lcc-church.org
● Call the church office at (216) 221-9555 to discuss other options

http://www.lcc-church.org

