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One: When Jesus is born to Mary and Joseph,

Many: God is there.

One: When Jesus is presented at the temple,

Many: God is there.

One: When Simeon holds Jesus in his arms,

Many: God is there.

One: When Anna recognizes Jesus in the temple,
Many: God is there.
One: This very morning,
Many: God is here.
One: In the future we cannot see.
All: God is there. Let us worship God!
* Opening Hymn #165

Once in Royal David’s City

* Prayer of Invocation
Wise and Eternal God, You are sovereign over all the earth. Your

works declare your greatness. Make your wisdom known to us as we

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS gather in your holy name. Amen.
December 29, 2024 - 10:00 AM
A Time of Prayer

Liturgy and Quilt Square Images are from our Advent worship series: Pastoral Prayer

Words from the Beginning | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.or . .
° 9 ° The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)

This Week’s Quilt Square: From a center point, tulips stretch and bloom,

reflecting the Ralph Waldo Emerson Quote, “the earth laughs in flowers.” Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we




forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

A Time of Sharing
Call to Offering
Offertory
York

Andrew

Home
Michael Simile, guitar
* Doxology (in unison)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* Prayer of Dedication (in unison)
God of Vision, Take these offerings of money and turn them into
vision; vision of all people fed, vision of all people safe, vision of
all people housed, vision of all people educated. Amen

The Reading of God’s Word
Luke 2:41-52

Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the
Passover. And when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for
the festival. When the festival was ended and they started to return, the
boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it.
Assuming that he was in the group of travellers, they went a day’s
journey. Then they started to look for him among their relatives and
friends. When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to
search for him. After three days they found him in the temple, sitting
among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. And
all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers.
When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to
him, ‘Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and |
have been searching for you in great anxiety.” He said to them, ‘Why

Bryan McGucken

were you searching for me? Did you not know that | must be in my
Father’s house?’ But they did not understand what he said to them.
Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was
obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart.

And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human
favour.

Reflection Rev. Joanna D’Agostino

Parenting Jesus

* Closing Hymn #18
All People That on Earth Do Dwell

* Benediction

Postlude

Our Mission Statement proclaims our common goal.
We strive to be a welcoming,
worshiping community of faith,
helping people discover and deepen
their relationship with God, growing as
disciples of Christ, and reaching out in
faith and loving service.

In keeping with the spirit of our Mission Statement,
Lakewood Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, is an Open
and Affirming congregation. Wherever you are on life’s journey, we
welcome you and all people of every sexual orientation, age, ability,
gender identity and expression, and ethnic, economic, and racial
background into the full life and ministry of our church. We declare this
in the everlasting grace of the Still-Speaking God.



Offering and Contribution Collection

Financial gifts are always welcome, and our church feels the call to
respond to the needs around us as they arise. Financial stability allows
us to do so more effectively. So, let us give generously of our time,
talent, and treasure to further the work of God in our community. You
can do so in the following ways:
e Writing and mailing a check to Lakewood Congregational
Church, 1375 W. Clifton Blvd., Lakewood, OH 44107
e Sending a gift through your bank’s online bill pay
e By using the donate button on the church’s website
www.lcc-church.org
e Call the church office at (216) 221-9555 to discuss other options



http://www.lcc-church.org

