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1375 West Clifton Boulevard, Lakewood, OH

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
December 1, 2024 - 10:00 AM

Liturgy and Quilt Square Images are from our Advent worship series:
Words from the Beginning | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org

This week’s quilt square: a simplified abstract image of the angel Gabriel
who tells Mary she is "blessed among women."

The flowers on the altar
are dedicated to the Glory of God
on the second anniversary of the
passing of Peter Kuhn
from his loving family

Announcements and Welcome Laura Sangree
Treasurer
Prelude Paul Fey

Prelude on “Veni, veni Emmanuel”

Lighting of the First Advent Candle: Hope
Melissa Bjorklund & Suzy Lefelhocz

Special Music Andrew Heys, Sam Ramirez, Harvey Mason, Jr.
The Hope We Build Together
Chris Burns | Noah and Hannah Hamrick | Michael Komperda
Liz Spahr | Audrey, Julie, Lindy and Shawn Warren

When we’re all divided, it’s hard to make it through,
But when we stand together, there’s nothing we can’t do.

REFRAIN: This game is hard enough when you’re playing on your own,
Let the dreams we share be there to guide us home.

We are one, we are one. Yes, we are.

We are strong, we are strong.

And if we believe and we follow our dreams with each other,

Then we’ll see, the hope we build together.

The hope we build together.

The future’s undecided, so let go of the fear, let go of the fear
As long as we’re united, the path ahead is clear. REFRAIN



We are one, we are one. Yes, we are.

We are strong, we are strong.

And if we believe and we follow our dreams with each other,
Then we’ll see, the hope we build together.

Rev. Catherine Lawrence

Call to Worship

One: God says,

Many: “Do not be afraid.”

One: God says,

Many: “I have called you by name.”

One: God says,

Many: “I will be with you.”

One: God says,

Many: “You are precious and honored in my sight.”
One: At the beginning of this season,

Many: at the start of this week,

One: at the top of this hour,

Many: may we wrap ourselves in these words. May we begin again.
One: Let us worship our Holy God!

Opening Hymn #119
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

Prayer of Invocation (in unison)

Affirming God, Open our hearts. Create space in us to not only hear
these words, but to believe the good news tucked between them.
With hope and curiosity, we listen. With hope and curiosity, we dare
to begin again. Amen.
Anthem arr. Victor C. Johnson
The Coventry Carol

LCC Chancel Choir

Hanging of Angel Tree Ornaments Nicky Wills
A Time of Prayer
Invitation to Prayer

Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

Prayer Response Fourfold Amen

A Time of Sharing
A Call to Offering
Offertory

Doxology (in unison)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication (in unison)

Joyous God, we celebrate the gifts of our hands and hearts. We share
our resources, knowing our generous energy builds a world with love.
Amen.

The Reading of God’s Word
Luke 1:26-38

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in
Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was
Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he

Evey Lardi



came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’
But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of
greeting this might be. The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for
you have found favour with God. And now, you will conceive in your
womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great,
and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give
to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of
Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to
the angel, ‘How can this be, since | am a virgin?’ The angel said to her,
‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High
will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will
be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has
also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to
be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said,
‘Here am |, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your
word. Then the angel departed from her.
Reflection Rev. Joanna D’Agostino
You are a Blessing

Service of Holy Communion

No matter who you are and where you are in life’s journey, you are
welcome to participate in Holy Communion at LCC. Today we will receive
Communion at the front of the sanctuary by intinction, coming forward
by row. Select a piece of bread and dip it in juice. We also have
individual cups and gluten-free wafers if that is preferred. If you are
unable to come forward but would like to receive Communion, please
signal to the ushers and they will come to you.

Invitation and Prayer
Sharing of the Bread and the Cup

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Nourishing God, sometimes we tell ourselves that there is not
enough hope left to build the world we dream of. But when we
come to this Table, we get a glimpse of your kingdom where all are
welcomed, all are seen, all are fed. At this table, we find the hope
to begin again. Thank you for the gift of this fresh start. Thank you
for meeting us in ordinary bread and juice to remind us that it’s
never too late to build your kingdom here. We are so grateful.

Amen.
Closing Hymn #129
Lift Up Your Heads, O Mighty Gates
Benediction
Postlude Paul Fey

Festive Intrada

Our Mission Statement proclaims our common goal.

We strive to be a welcoming,
worshiping community of faith,
helping people discover and deepen
their relationship with God, growing as
disciples of Christ, and reaching out in
faith and loving service.

In keeping with the spirit of our Mission Statement,
Lakewood Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, is an Open
and Affirming congregation. Wherever you are on life’s journey, we
welcome you and all people of every sexual orientation, age, ability,
gender identity and expression, and ethnic, economic, and racial
background into the full life and ministry of our church. We declare this
in the everlasting grace of the Still-Speaking God.



