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Announcements and Welcome

Prelude

Call to Worship

One: From generation to generation, the Holy One has loved justice
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and righteousness, lifted the broken and bowed, and opened
possibilities for the dejected.

Many: Help, hope, and happiness are of the Holy One, who reigns
forever. Trust the Holy One!

One: When the power brokers, corrupt systems, and tools of violence
have failed us, the Holy One has remained faithful to abiding
love and abundant liberation.

Many: Help, hope, and happiness are of the Holy One, who reigns
forever. Follow the Holy One!

One: Praise the Holy One with song and dance, in spirit and in truth,
for God'’s glory and for life abundantly!

Many: Help, hope, and happiness are of the Holy One, who reigns
forever. Praise the Holy One!

Opening Hymn #517
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

Prayer of Invocation (in unison)

Living God, we offer you praise in your presence. We give you thanks
for life in this community. Some come seeking. Others come assured.
Some have questions. Others simply want company. Whatever our
reasons for gathering, may they all lead us to an encounter with you,
your grace, and your way. Infuse us with your power, forged in love, so
that we might be encouraged and respond as agents of your kingdom
on earth. Amen.
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Fairest Lord Jesus

A Time of Prayer
Invitation to Prayer

Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

Prayer Response Lead Me Lord

A Time of Sharing

Stewardship Moment

A Call to Offering

Offertory

Doxology (in unison)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;
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Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication (in unison)

God of generosity and giver of gifts, receive our offerings as a
reflection of our gratitude and trust in your sovereignty. May the jars
that sustain us never empty and never fail. May we witness the
miracle of your provision through our generosity and for your glory.
Amen.
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The Reading of God’s Word
Mark 12:38-44

As he taught, he said, ‘Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in
long robes, and to be greeted with respect in the market-places, and to
have the best seats in the synagogues and places of honour at
banquets! They devour widows’ houses and for the sake of appearance
say long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.

He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting
money into the treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. A poor
widow came and put in two small copper coins, which are worth a
penny. Then he called his disciples and said to them, ‘Truly | tell you,
this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to
the treasury. For all of them have contributed out of their abundance;
but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to

live on.
Reflection Rev. Joanna D’Agostino
A Future with Hope
Closing Hymn #619
My Life Flows On
Benediction
Postlude

Our Mission Statement proclaims our common goal.

We strive to be a welcoming,
worshiping community of faith,
helping people discover and deepen
their relationship with God, growing as
disciples of Christ, and reaching out in
faith and loving service.

In keeping with the spirit of our Mission Statement,



Lakewood Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, is an Open
and Affirming congregation. Wherever you are on life’s journey, we
welcome you and all people of every sexual orientation, age, ability,

gender identity and expression, and ethnic, economic, and racial
background into the full life and ministry of our church. We declare this
in the everlasting grace of the Still-Speaking God.



