
In recognition of Clergy Appreciation Month, we will recognize the
members of LCC who are in Authorized or Ordained Ministry—

active, retired, and those who are in the ordination process. While
they cannot all be present in worship today for various reasons,

today we offer a blessing to show our gratitude and we encourage
you to read about them to learn more about these gifted

individuals in our church.

Beth Beyer Abbott heard a call to ministry after 18 years as a Registered
Nurse. She graduated from Chestnut Hill College (associated with the
Srs. of St. Joseph and Lutheran Theological Seminary) with a MA in
Holistic Spirituality and Certificate in Spiritual Direction in 2005.
Calling herself a “soul doula,” she creates a safe place where she
supports folks on their journey to discover their True Selves. Through
deep listening and exploring how one is experiencing God, together
we seek clarity for spiritual renewal, and hone skills to empower spiritual
growth.
Beth lives in West Park with her 92 year old mother Dorothy and a mixed
dachshund named Beau.

Rev. Vance Awa is an active duty military chaplain, currently serving in
Hawaii. A member of Lakewood Congregational Church, he was
ordained here after earning his MDIV from Ashland Theological
Seminary in 2013 while in the Army Reserves. He entered Active Duty in
2020.
Vance loves that he gets to be a part of the lives of the men and
women he serves with. He has experienced incredible joy as people
experience God with him. He is currently preparing to transfer from the
Army to the Navy, where more experiences await. He misses his LCC
family, especially his amazing son, Luke who is in 3rd grade in Lakewood
Schools. Vance also got engaged last year.

Rev. Kelly Burd is a lifelong Ohioan who began to hear God’s call to
ministry as a youth. Kelly majored in English Education at Ohio University
and taught English in Tokyo before going to Yale Divinity School and
being ordained in 2000. She has worked in youth-supporting and justice
education roles in the national setting of the UCC, in pastoral roles at
Dover UCC in Westlake and Pilgrim Congregational Church in
Cleveland, and currently works as a hospice chaplain. Kelly is a
facilitator and trainer for the Our Whole Lives sexuality education
program and board chair for Faith Choice Ohio. She became a
member of LCC last year and lives in Rocky River with her spouse John
Forristal and their children, Sam and Grace.

Rev. Jim Cunningham is retired from full-time ministry having served for 23
years as a Board Certified Health Care Chaplain and 15 years as a Parish
Pastor in the United Church of Christ. He was Director of Pastoral Care at
Fairview Hospital in Cleveland for 10 years. Jim has a B.A. degree from
Heidelberg University, an M.Div. degree from Lancaster theological
Seminary and completed a one year chaplain residency program at
Lutheran General Hospital in Park Ridge, IL. In retirement, Jim is guest
preaching, and hosts a monthly on-line chat room for retired clergy. Jim
and his spouse, Charlie, live in Westlake, Ohio with two cats. Jim loves his
nightly chess game with Charlie and enjoys theater, movies, music, and
LCC

Rev. Joanna D’Agostino grew up with the church building as a second
home, as her mom directed a full-time childcare in the basement of the
First Congregational Church of Berea, Ohio. She felt her call to ministry at
17 and attended Baldwin-Wallace University where she received a B.A.
in Creative Writing and French Language in 2009, followed by her MDiv
from Eden Theological Seminary in St. Louis in 2012. She was ordained by
the Living Water Association in 2012, served as Pastor of the First
Congregational Church of Ripon, Wisconsin from 2012-2018, and has
been the Senior Pastor of LCC since June 2018.

Rev. Sue (Tamilio) Greenland (MDiv 2012, MACM 2012) currently serves
part time as minister with the United Methodist Church of Brook Park (July
2020). Additionally, she continues to follow her call to assist those that
society casts aside by managing two separate forensic programs at
Recovery Resources journeying with individuals diagnosed with severe
and persistent mental illness and substance use disorders, in addition to
their criminal justice involvement. Previously, Sue served as interim
minister (South Haven UCC), minister (Brooklyn-Trinity UCC), appointed
transitional minister (Trinity UMC). Sue was “adopted” by Lakewood
Congregational UCC during a major life age of 39 while in Seminary that
necessitated a new sponsoring congregation. She was ordained at LCC
on June 1,2013. Although not able to attend worship regularly at LCC
due to her other ministries, for Sue, LCC will always and forever be
family/ home.

Rev. Doug Horner: Prior to being ordained at the First Congregational
Church of Lorain, Ohio at age 39, Doug served in the US Marine Corps,
trained as a Martial Artist, worked in Washington, DC as a Transitional
Housing Community Builder, Community Organizer, Street Outreach
worker and Youth Mentor. He currently serves part-time with the
Sheffield Lake UCC. Previously, he served as pastor of the St. Paul's
Community Church UCC in Cleveland, Pastor for Missions and Family
Life at the Newman Congregational Church in Rumford, Rhode Island,
Youth Pastor at the Westmoreland UCC in Washington, DC. and



Co-Pastor of the Lazarus House Church of the Church of the Savior in
Washington, DC.

Katie Howe serves as Minister for Disaster Response and Recovery for the
National Setting of the United Church of Christ. In this role she
coordinates disaster preparedness and response activities across the
United States. She is also a Member in Discernment with the Living Water
Association while completing her Masters in Divinity through Chicago
Theological Seminary.

Sandra King After 20 years in the field of Human Resource
Management, Sandie was called to ministry through her deeply
personal experience with loss, trauma and grief. She knew that God was
calling her to healing ministry and grief work.
Sandie took a year off from her HR career to complete a Clinical
Pastoral Education (CPE) residency at Southwest Hospital and St.
Vincent Charity. She attended Fuller Theological Seminary (on-line),
then began her ministry as a full-time hospice chaplain. Sandie is
commissioned and endorsed through the UCC and is a Board Certified
chaplain. She retired in October 2022 from MetroHealth where she
focused on trauma care, ministering to patients, families and staff in
both the Burn ICU and the Trauma ICU.
Sandie has been a long time resident of Lakewood and had the
blessing and joy of raising her daughter, Kendall, in this wonderful
community. Sandie has been a LCC member since 2010 and was
Commissioned at LCC in 2012.

The Rev. Dr. Elena Larssen currently serves in Philanthropy for the
National Ministries of the United Church of Christ. Having served both in
Conference and Local Church ministry, Elena also volunteers extensively
as a Trustee of the United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities and
Chair of the United Church Board for Ministerial Assistance.

Rev. Catherine Lawrence is a lifelong learner who loves people.
Graduating from nursing school in 1971. She worked as a registered
nurse for 35 years and practiced the continuum of care from
postpartum, the emergency room, Home Care, long-term care and
hospice and palliative care.
Called into ministry ( MDiv MTSO) Catherine was ordained in 2008
and called Zion United Church of Christ, Fireside in Bellevue, Ohio
until 2016. Following her passion for Faith and Health into
chaplaincy, she worked at Parkvue senior living community in
Sandusky and retired in Novem
ber 2020.
Returning to Cleveland she was blessed to be called to L C.C. in

2021 as the Minister of Health and Wholeness. She’s looking
forward to retire ment in January, 2025 and will continue to be a
member of our be loved church community.

Suzy Lefelhocz is a Member in Discernment with the Living Water
Association of the UCC, while serving as a staff chaplain at Fairview
Hospital in their Pediatric Psych and Women & Children’s units. She
received her MDiv from Boston College in 2022. Suzy and her wife
Melissa were married at LCC in September 2023.

Rev. Dr. Tom Marlin, (MDiv ’75 ordained into U.C.C. ’76, DMin. ’82)
served four parishes throughout his career: West Liberty U.C.C. in
Southwest, Ohio, Greenmont Oak Park Community Church in
Kettering, New Goshenhoppen Reformed U.C.C., in East Greenville,
Pennsylvania, and St. Peter U.C.C. in Seven Hills. Tom and Julie are
retired, living in Avon Lake under the constant supervision of a
collie, Poppy. They have one daughter, Rev. Mariah
Marlin-Warfield, currently a family crisis interventionist, living in
Davenport, Iowa with her husband Rev. Chris Marlin-Warfield,
serving as pastor of DeWitt U.C.C.. Tom and Julie are very grateful
for the warmth and sense of belonging here at LCC.

Rev. Mark Pettis serves as the Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations
Minister for the National Setting of the United Church of Christ. In this
role he represents the UCC with our sister denominations, as well as
in spaces of interreligious engagement and dialogue. Prior to his
time with the National Setting, Mark served as pastor in two local
congregations in Minnesota and in Southern California.



Our Mission Statement proclaims our common goal.

We strive to be a welcoming,
worshiping community of faith,

helping people discover and deepen
their relationship with God, growing as
disciples of Christ, and reaching out in

faith and loving service.

In keeping with the spirit of our Mission Statement,
Lakewood Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, is an Open
and Affirming congregation. Wherever you are on life’s journey, we
welcome you and all people of every sexual orientation, age, ability,
gender identity and expression, and ethnic, economic, and racial

background into the full life and ministry of our church. We declare this
in the everlasting grace of the Still-Speaking God.


