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Announcements and Welcome

Prelude

Call to Worship Rev. Catherine Lawrence

One: If you are hungry,

Many: there is room at God’s table.

One: If you are weary, there is a seat saved for you. If you dream of
belonging, then we will practice belonging here.

Many: From north, south, east, and west, God invites us home. Let us
worship our nourishing God.

Opening Hymn #190
Tell Me the Stories of Jesus

Passing the Peace

In recognition of World Communion Sunday, we will offer each other a
sign of peace as we recognize the gift of community and connection,
through a handshake, a hug, or a wave, to offer the peace of Christ to
those around us.

Time for Children Rachel Burns
Children are welcome to come up to the front at this time for a
message, then return to their seats. There are activity bags in the back
of the sanctuary and the nursery is available through the door with the
piano if needed.

Anthem Eugene Butler
Go Ye Into All the World
LCC Chancel Choir



Faith In Action: Global Ministries Update
David Sangree
A Time of Sharing
A Call to Offering
Offertory
Doxology (in unison)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication (in unison)

Generous God, for all the gifts you’ve given us and countless more to
come, we say thank you. Take this offering and use it for your good.
We are full to the brim with gratitude. Amen.

The Reading of God’s Word

Acts 2:42-47
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to

Evelyn D’Agostino

the breaking of bread and the prayers.

Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were
being done by the apostles. All who believed were together and had all
things in common; they would sell their possessions and goods and
distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they
spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and
ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having
the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their
number those who were being saved.
Reflection Rev. Joanna D’Agostino
Together with Glad and Generous Hearts

Service of Holy Communion

No matter who you are and where you are in life’s journey, you are
welcome to participate in Holy Communion at LCC. Today we will receive
Communion at the front of the sanctuary by intinction, coming forward
by row. Select a piece of bread and dip it in juice. We also have
individual cups and gluten-free wafers if that is preferred. If you are
unable to come forward but would like to receive Communion, please
signal to the ushers and they will come to you.

Invitation to the Table
Scripture says that people will come from north and south, east
and west to sit at God’s Table in the Kingdom of God.

There are few images more lovely than that.

But until that beautiful, promised day

when all of creation will share a table with Christ,
we will keep gathering at this Table.

And at this Table, we will tell the story of God’s love.

And at this Table, we will break ordinary bread and drink from
an ordinary cup.

And at this Table, none will be turned away, for Jesus welcomes
all.

At this Table we will dream of a better world, where all are fed.
And at this Table, none will leave hungry.

So, come! Join us in the feast!
Join the world in this feast!

This is Christ’s Table.
Come break bread with us and experience the community God
formed us to be.

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
God of the lost and the found,



On this World Communion Sunday, we admit that we are
hungry.
We are hungry for justice.
We are hungry for beauty.
We are hungry for peace in the corners of the world that
ache.
We are hungry for friendship across party lines.
We are hungry for closer relationships and deeper faith.
We are hungry for bread that nourishes our bodies and
souls.

So now, we lift up to you the deepest longings of our hearts, the
hunger pangs that weigh heavy on our spirits. Hear now the
things that our souls hunger for:

(Silent or spoken prayers from the congregation)

Gracious God, we are hungry, but we are also hopeful.

We are hopeful because at this Table we are reminded of what
community can look like.

And at this Table we remember what love tastes like.

At this Table we remember what welcome feels like.

At this Table, we are united.

So again, we turn to you with our prayers. But this time, we lift
up our prayers of gratitude. Hear, once again the countless
things we have to give thanks for:

(Silent or spoken prayers from the congregation)

God of manna and mustard seeds,

We are hungry and we are hopeful.

As we gather at this Table together, we ask that you would pour
out your spirit on this ordinary bread and cup.

Transform this simple feast into a reminder of what could be—
a world where all are fed,

all are welcomed, and all are known.

Until that day, may this bread nourish our bodies alongside our
spirits. May the joy of singing and feasting together buoy our
weary hearts. And may your radical welcome open deeper
compassion in us for our neighbors.

With gratitude for your love and a hunger for community, we
weave our voices together in prayer, saying together the words
your son taught us to pray, saying the Lord’s prayer in the way
our hearts know it:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

Words of Institution

So the story goes that on the night on which he was betrayed,
Jesus sat with his friends, imperfect as they were, and he took
bread and said, “This bread is me. Broken and made whole.
When you eat it, remember what | stand for. Love each other
and love yourselves.”

Then he picked up his cup of wine and said, “This wine is me,
too. Every time you drink it, it's a promise that | am with you,
flowing in and through you.”

From generation to generation, all around the world, we gather
at tables like this, broken and made whole. So come, for all is
ready.

Communion Hymn #423
Become to Us the Living Bread



Prayer after Communion (in unison)

Holy God, Every time we come to this Table, we look for you.
We come looking for welcome, looking for reasons to hope.
And just as you promised, you have met us here. May we go,
filled with the memories of this holy meal, continually seeking
you out with all that we do. Amen.

Closing Hymn #618
How Firm a Foundation

Benediction

Postlude

Our Mission Statement proclaims our common goal.

We strive to be a welcoming,
worshiping community of faith,
helping people discover and deepen
their relationship with God, growing as
disciples of Christ, and reaching out in
faith and loving service.

In keeping with the spirit of our Mission Statement,
Lakewood Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, is an Open
and Affirming congregation. Wherever you are on life’s journey, we
welcome you and all people of every sexual orientation, age, ability,
gender identity and expression, and ethnic, economic, and racial
background into the full life and ministry of our church. We declare this
in the everlasting grace of the Still-Speaking God.



