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Liturgy adapted from Rev. Dr. Cheryl Lindsay | Worship Ways

Announcements and Welcome Laura Germaine
Executive Team Chair

Prelude Douglas E. Wagner
Brother James’ Air
LCC Handbell Choir

Call to Worship Rev. Catherine Lawrence

One: Welcome to worship today. Bring your joys and sorrows to the
Lord.

Many: We come from busy lives, filled with a host of burdens and
blessings.

One: Give your fears to the Lord, for God will heal your souls.

Many: Praise to God who listens to our cries and heals us.

One: Open your ears and your hearts to the Lord.

Many: We open our hearts and our spirits to receive God’s word for
us.

Opening Hymn #67
O God, Our Help in Ages Past

Prayer of Invocation (in unison)

Everlasting God, in this hour, remind us that you make all things new,
you redeem our days, and you empower us to be your people. In your
presence, there is joy, and there is struggle. We give thanks for your
presence and we trust that you continue to transform the impossible
into the possible. Make it so in us and through us in your precious
name. Amen.

Anthem John Rutter
I Will Sing with the Spirit
LCC Chancel Choir



Faith Formation

6th-12th graders and their leaders can leave at this time for their faith
formation classes for the rest of the service. There are faith formation
classes today for pre-K thru 5th graders for the whole service.

A Time of Prayer
Invitation to Prayer

Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

Prayer Response Let the Words of My Mouth

A Time of Sharing
A Call to Offering
Offertory Eugene Butler

Be Thou My Vision

LCC Handbell Choir

Doxology (in unison)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication (in unison)

Gracious God, may the gifts we bring be magnified and do miracles in
our community. Use them for restoration and hope as your kingdom is
demonstrated before us all. Amen.

The Reading of God’s Word

Mark 10:17-31

As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him,
and asked him, ‘Good Teacher, what must | do to inherit eternal life?’
Jesus said to him, “‘Why do you call me good? No one is good but God
alone. You know the commandments: “You shall not murder; You shall
not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false
witness; You shall not defraud; Honour your father and mother.” ' He
said to him, ‘Teacher, | have kept all these since my youth.” Jesus,
looking at him, loved him and said, ‘You lack one thing; go, sell what you
own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in
heaven; then come, follow me.” When he heard this, he was shocked
and went away grieving, for he had many possessions.

Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, ‘How hard it will be
for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” And the
disciples were perplexed at these words. But Jesus said to them again,
‘Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a
camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich
to enter the kingdom of God.” They were greatly astounded and said to
one another, ‘Then who can be saved?’ Jesus looked at them and said,
‘For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all things are
possible.

Peter began to say to him, ‘Look, we have left everything and followed
you.” Jesus said, ‘Truly | tell you, there is no one who has left house or
brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields, for my sake
and for the sake of the good news, who will not receive a hundredfold
now in this age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children,
and fields, with persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life. But
many who are first will be last, and the last will be first.’



Reflection Rev. Joanna D’Agostino

Closing Hymn #609
Take My Life

Benediction

Postlude

Our Mission Statement proclaims our common goal.

We strive to be a welcoming,
worshiping community of faith,
helping people discover and deepen
their relationship with God, growing as
disciples of Christ, and reaching out in
faith and loving service.

In keeping with the spirit of our Mission Statement,
Lakewood Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, is an Open
and Affirming congregation. Wherever you are on life’s journey, we
welcome you and all people of every sexual orientation, age, ability,
gender identity and expression, and ethnic, economic, and racial
background into the full life and ministry of our church. We declare this
in the everlasting grace of the Still-Speaking God.



