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Announcements and Welcome Laura Germaine
Executive Team Chair

Prelude Israel Kamakawiwo'ole
Over The Rainbow / What A Wonderful World
Chris Burns, guitar and vocals

Call to Worship Rev. Catherine Lawrence
One: Sing Praises to God, all you faithful ones

Many: God hears us in our fear and our sorrow

One: Where there was no way

Many: God leads us in a new way

One: Where there was no mercy

Many: God surprises us with fresh mercy

One: Where there was weeping

Many: God invites us to step into a new dance.

Opening Hymn #687
In Christ There Is No East or West

Prayer of Invocation (in unison)

Holy One, our Maker, we gather to worship you, to renew our spirits,
and to connect as a community. Some of us crave a joyful noise, some
flourish in quiet contemplation, others desire movement, while others
need to ponder our thoughts. However, we worship, we gather here.
In this place, we find you in the midst of us. In this connectivity, we
know that your covenant remains in effect. May your Spirit guide,
empower, and speak. Amen.

Anthem Joseph M. Martin & J. Paul Williams

Trust in the Lord and Do Good
LCC Chancel Choir



Children’s Moment

A Time of Prayer
Invitation to Prayer

Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

Prayer Response George Whelpton

Hear Our Prayer, O Lord

A Time of Sharing
Offertory
Doxology (in unison)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication (in unison)

Sovereign God, receive our offerings for the nurture and expansion of
your kingdom. May they be magnified and the spirit of generosity
among your people amplified so that all may do well. Amen.

The Reading of God’s Word
Mark 7:24-37
From there he set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered

Patti Komperda

a house and did not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could
not escape notice, but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean
spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at

his feet. Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She
begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. He said to her, ‘Let
the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and
throw it to the dogs.” But she answered him, ‘Sir, even the dogs under
the table eat the children’s crumbs.” Then he said to her, ‘For saying
that, you may go—the demon has left your daughter.” So she went
home, found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone.

Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon
towards the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. They brought
to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; and they
begged him to lay his hand on him. He took him aside in private, away
from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and
touched his tongue. Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to
him, ‘Ephphatha’, that is, ‘Be opened.” And immediately his ears were
opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. Then Jesus
ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more
zealously they proclaimed it. They were astounded beyond measure,
saying, ‘He has done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear
and the mute to speak.’

Reflection Rev. Joanna D’Agostino
Closing Hymn #461
Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service
Benediction

Postlude



Our Mission Statement proclaims our common goal.

We strive to be a welcoming,
worshiping community of faith,
helping people discover and deepen
their relationship with God, growing as
disciples of Christ, and reaching out in
faith and loving service.

In keeping with the spirit of our Mission Statement,
Lakewood Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, is an Open
and Affirming congregation. Wherever you are on life’s journey, we
welcome you and all people of every sexual orientation, age, ability,
gender identity and expression, and ethnic, economic, and racial
background into the full life and ministry of our church. We declare this
in the everlasting grace of the Still-Speaking God.



