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Announcements and Welcome

Prelude

Call to Worship

(Inspired by Psalm 116)

One: Call upon the Holy One, who is gracious and merciful.

Many: We love the Holy One, who has heard our cry, responds to our
prayers, and abides with us through our distress.

One: Call upon the Holy One, who is gracious and merciful.

Many: We praise the Righteous One, who protects, provides, and
prepares their people.

One: Call upon the Holy One, who is gracious and merciful.

Many: We worship the Radiant One, who walks before us in the land
of the living.

Opening Hymn #108
Lift High the Cross

Prayer of Invocation (in unison)

Creator, we have come in response to your call to worship you. We
have come to be in community with our neighbor. We have come
onsite and online. We have come with quiet contemplation and
boisterous joy. We have come in grief and with hope. We come to
gather in your name, to honor your presence, and to give you praise.
Amen.

Anthem arr. by Philip Keveren
For the Beauty of the Earth
LCC Chancel Choir



A Time of Prayer
Invitation to Prayer

Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

Prayer Response

A Time of Sharing
Offertory
Doxology (in unison)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication (in unison)

Generous God, may these gifts honor your name and your generous
Spirit alive within us. We thank you for the opportunity and privilege
of contributing to your kingdom and our world. Amen.

The Reading of God’s Word
Proverbs 1:20-33

Michael Greenland

Wisdom cries out in the street;
in the squares she raises her voice.
At the busiest corner she cries out;
at the entrance of the city gates she speaks:
‘How long, O simple ones, will you love being simple?
How long will scoffers delight in their scoffing

and fools hate knowledge?
Give heed to my reproof;
| will pour out my thoughts to you;
| will make my words known to you.
Because | have called and you refused,
have stretched out my hand and no one heeded,
and because you have ignored all my counsel
and would have none of my reproof,
| also will laugh at your calamity;
| will mock when panic strikes you,
when panic strikes you like a storm,
and your calamity comes like a whirlwind,
when distress and anguish come upon you.
Then they will call upon me, but | will not answer;
they will seek me diligently, but will not find me.
Because they hated knowledge
and did not choose the fear of the Lord,
would have none of my counsel,
and despised all my reproof,
therefore they shall eat the fruit of their way
and be sated with their own devices.
For waywardness kills the simple,
and the complacency of fools destroys them;
but those who listen to me will be secure
and will live at ease, without dread of disaster’

Reflection Rev. Joanna D’Agostino
Wisdom in the Street
Closing Hymn #64
We Sing Your Mlighty Power, O God
Benediction



Postlude

Our Mission Statement proclaims our common goal.

We strive to be a welcoming,
worshiping community of faith,
helping people discover and deepen
their relationship with God, growing as
disciples of Christ, and reaching out in
faith and loving service.

In keeping with the spirit of our Mission Statement,
Lakewood Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, is an Open
and Affirming congregation. Wherever you are on life’s journey, we
welcome you and all people of every sexual orientation, age, ability,
gender identity and expression, and ethnic, economic, and racial
background into the full life and ministry of our church. We declare this
in the everlasting grace of the Still-Speaking God.



