Lakewood Congregational Church
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An Open and Affirming Congregation
1375 West Clifton Boulevard, Lakewood, OH

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Holy Communion

September 1, 2024 | 10:00 AM

Announcements and Welcome

Prelude arr. Christine D. Anderson
Kingsfold
Robert Paraska, handbells

Call to Worship Rev. Catherine Lawrence
One: Every generous act of giving is a tribute to God'’s love for us.
Many: Let us be people of generous and abundant gifts for others.
One: Be ready to listen and slow to react in anger.

Many: God, prepare us to be peaceful people.

One: Keep your hearts and spirits ready to serve the Lord.

Many: God, open our hearts to hear and respond to your words of life
in ministries of hope and peace. AMEN.

Opening Hymn #86
Great Is Thy Faithfulness

Prayer of Invocation (in unison)

Creator God, You have loved us passionately into being. We come
today seeking your presence and to know we are your beloved!. Enter
our sanctuary and enter our hearts that we may look into your loving
gaze and see ourselves reflected there, as you see us. Let our love for
you reflect and mirror your perfect love as we gather as your Beloved
Community. Amen.

A Time of Prayer
Invitation to Prayer

Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we



forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

Prayer Response

A Time of Sharing
Offertory arr. Christine Anderson
Beach Spring

Robert Paraska, handbells

Doxology (in unison)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication (in unison)

Let us be slow in our yearning to hang on to our blessings, and quick
to share them with the hungry, the lonely, the forgotten, and the
hurting of our world, that our gifts might become nourishment for
those whose lives are so empty. Amen.

The Reading of God’s Word
James 1:17-27
Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above,

Avery Spahr

coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation
or shadow due to change. In fulfilment of his own purpose he gave us
birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first
fruits of his creatures.

You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen,
slow to speak, slow to anger; for your anger does not produce God’s
righteousness. Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank

growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted
word that has the power to save your souls.

But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive
themselves. For if any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are
like those who look at themselves in a mirror; for they look at
themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were like.
But those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and
persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers who act—they will
be blessed in their doing.

If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but
deceive their hearts, their religion is worthless. Religion that is pure and
undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and
widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.
Reflection Rev. Joanna D’Agostino
To Be Blessed in Doing

Communion Hymn #425
Let Us Break Bread Together

Service of Holy Communion

No matter who you are and where you are in life’s journey, you are
welcome to participate in Holy Communion at LCC. Today we will receive
Communion at the front of the sanctuary by intinction, coming forward
by row. Select a piece of bread and dip it in juice. We also have
individual cups and gluten-free wafers if that is preferred. If you are
unable to come forward but would like to receive Communion, please
signal to the ushers and they will come to you.

Invitation and Words of Remembering

Words of Institution



Sharing of the Elements

Prayer after Communion (in unison)

Still Speaking God, in this place, at this table, we have touched,
we have tasted and we have heard the signs of your love for
us. Grant that we may go away from this place filled with our
love for you and overflowing with your love for those who are
around us and who share our lives. We pray in the name of
Jesus the Christ. Amen.

Closing Hymn #589
Lord, | Want to Be a Christian

Benediction

Postlude

Our Mission Statement proclaims our common goal.

We strive to be a welcoming,
worshiping community of faith,
helping people discover and deepen
their relationship with God, growing as
disciples of Christ, and reaching out in
faith and loving service.

In keeping with the spirit of our Mission Statement,
Lakewood Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, is an Open
and Affirming congregation. Wherever you are on life’s journey, we
welcome you and all people of every sexual orientation, age, ability,
gender identity and expression, and ethnic, economic, and racial
background into the full life and ministry of our church. We declare this
in the everlasting grace of the Still-Speaking God.



