
Announcements and Welcome Darren Toms

Worship Life Liaison

Prelude

Call to Worship
One: Hungry for meaning, acceptance and love,

Many: We gather within the mystery of God

One: Yearning for greater peace and equity,

Many: We gather within the friendship of Christ

One: Open to renewed generosity and compassion,

Many: We gather within the enfolding of the Holy Spirit.

Opening Hymn #709

Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken

Prayer of Invocation (in unison)

Generous Giver of life, you, who with each sunrise, breaks open a love

that renews and sustains all of creation, come to us in this place,

creating a renewed hunger for the generous lives of spirit and human

goodness. For it is in the name of Jesus, our bread of life, that we seek

your grace. Amen.

A Time of Prayer
Invitation to Prayer

Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

Prayer Response



A Time of Sharing
Offertory
Doxology (in unison)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;

Praise God, all creatures here below;

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication (in unison)

O God, we share these gifts in the spirit of those who shared their
loaves and fishes: we ask that you receive, bless and use them to feed
all of creation-to produce seed and grain, filling humans and animals
alike, and to restore wholeness in places where hunger exists. Amen.

The Reading of God’s Word David Burns

Ephesians 4:1-16

I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the
calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness,
with patience, bearing with one another in love, making every effort to
maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body
and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling,
one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is
above all and through all and in all.

But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift.
Therefore it is said, ‘When he ascended on high he made captivity itself
a captive; he gave gifts to his people.’

(When it says, ‘He ascended’, what does it mean but that he had also
descended into the lower parts of the earth? He who descended is the
same one who ascended far above all the heavens, so that he might fill
all things.) The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some
prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the
saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until
all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son
of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ. We

must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every
wind of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful
scheming. But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way
into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body,
joined and knitted together by every ligament with which it is equipped,
as each part is working properly, promotes the body’s growth in
building itself up in love.

Reflection Rev. Catherine Lawrence

Soul Food

John 6: 24-35
So when the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there,
they themselves got into the boats and went to Capernaum looking for
Jesus.

When they found hime on the other side of the lake, they said to him,
‘Rabbi, when did you come here?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Very truly, I
tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but
because you ate your fill of the loaves. Do not work for the food that
perishes, but for the food that endures for eternal life, which the Son of
Man will give you. For it is on him that God the Father has set his seal.’
Then they said to him, ‘What must we do to perform the works of
God?’ Jesus answered them, ‘This is the work of God, that you believe
in him whom he has sent.’ So they said to him, ‘What sign are you
going to give us then, so that we may see it and believe you? What
work are you performing? Our ancestors ate the manna in the
wilderness; as it is written, “He gave them bread from heaven to eat.” ’
Then Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who
gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the
true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is that which comes
down from heaven and gives life to the world.’ They said to him, ‘Sir,
give us this bread always.’
Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will
never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.



Service of Holy Communion
All are welcome to participate in the sacrament of communion at LCC.

Today we will take communion in the pews. You will remain seated and

communion stewards will pass the trays of bread first, which you can

hold until we are invited to eat together. Then, they will pass the trays of

juice, which you can hold until we are invited to drink together.

Invitation and Words of Remembering

One: God be with you
Many: And also with you
One: Lift up your hearts.
Many: We lift them to God.

One: Let us give thanks to God Most High.
Many: It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Many: We remember your gift of Baptism. We reflect upon the

mystery of the cross. We dare to ponder resurrection.

Words of Institution

Sharing of the Elements

Prayer after Communion (in unison)
Still Speaking God, in this place, at this table, we have touched, we
have tasted and we have heard the signs of your love for us. Grant
that we may go away from this house-filled with our love for you and
overflowing with your love for those who are around us and who
share our lives. We pray in the name of Jesus the Christ. Amen.

Touch Holiness Ed. Ruth Duck and Maren Tirabassi.

1990 Pilgrim Press. (p 170)

Closing Hymn #393

One Bread One Body

Benediction

Postlude

Our Mission Statement proclaims our common goal.

We strive to be a welcoming,
worshiping community of faith,

helping people discover and deepen
their relationship with God, growing as
disciples of Christ, and reaching out in

faith and loving service.

In keeping with the spirit of our Mission Statement,
Lakewood Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, is an Open
and Affirming congregation. Wherever you are on life’s journey, we
welcome you and all people of every sexual orientation, age, ability,
gender identity and expression, and ethnic, economic, and racial

background into the full life and ministry of our church. We declare this
in the everlasting grace of the Still-Speaking God.


