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Liturgy adapted from Rev. Cheryl Lindsay | UCC Worship Ways
Back to School Liturgy adapted from Illustrated Ministries

Announcements and Welcome

Prelude

Call to Worship Rev. Catherine Lawrence
(Inspired by Psalm 111)

One: Praise the Holy One! Give thanks to God in the congregation.
Many: God’s works delight us, inspire us, challenge us, and uphold us.
One: Praise the Holy One! Give thanks to God in the congregation.
Many. Righteousness endures forever. The covenant is everlasting.
One: Praise the Holy One! Give thanks to God in the congregation.
Many: Honoring God leads to wisdom. Let us praise the Holy One

forever!

Opening Hymn #595
Be Thou My Vision

Prayer of Invocation (in unison)

Holy God, we come together in your presence to offer worship,
thanksgiving, and praise. We remember your covenant and
acknowledge your abiding presence. Envelop us in your glory,
strengthen us to confront the weariness of the world, challenge us to
spread the good news, and empower us to be the church you have
created us to be. Amen.

Blessing of the Backpacks Rachel Burns
Children and adults who are g

oing to school this year are invited to come forward and bring their
backpacks or bags if they brought one, for a brief message and blessing.



One: God of fresh starts and new beginnings, we bring ourselves, our
big feelings, and our backpacks to you. In our backpacks we
carry blank pages, sharpened pencils, and new supplies to learn
and grow. In our hearts we carry big feelings and hopeful
expectations.

Many: There are endless possibilities of what this new year might
bring— what we might learn, who we might meet, and who we
might become.

One: God, our friend who is alway with us, remind us that you are
with us as we walk, as we ride the bus, as we buckle seat belts
and tie our shoes. You are with us in our classrooms,
lunchrooms, and playgrounds. You are with us when we take
tests and when we make friends.

Many: Shine through our students, teachers, administrators, coaches,
custodians, cafeteria staff, bus drivers, crossing guards, office
staff, volunteers, and all other helpers, and thank you for all
they do to help us learn and grow.

One: God, our friend who's full of wonder, bless each of these people
in their learning and fill their backpacks and their hearts with a
deep sense of joy. Amen.

A Time of Prayer
Invitation to Prayer

Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

Prayer Response

A Time of Sharing
Offertory
Doxology (in unison)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication (in unison)

Generous and Wise God, you give freely and we receive freely. Sow in
us discernment, understanding, and wisdom to be good stewards of
the bounty we receive and the resources we have earned. Let us treat
them all as gifts to be shared so that none will be in want or need to
live full and abundant lives. Amen.

The Reading of God’s Word
1Kings 2:11-12; 3:3-14
The time that David reigned over Israel was forty years; he reigned for

Audrey Hancock

seven years in Hebron, and thirty-three years in Jerusalem. So Solomon
sat on the throne of his father David; and his kingdom was firmly
established.

Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of his father David;
only, he sacrificed and offered incense at the high places. The king went
to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the principal high place;
Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt-offerings on that altar. At
Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God
said, ‘Ask what | should give you.” And Solomon said, ‘You have shown
great and steadfast love to your servant my father David, because he
walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness
of heart towards you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast
love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. And now, O
Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father
David, although | am only a little child; | do not know how to go out or



come in. And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have
chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or
counted. Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern
your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern
this your great people?’

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him,
‘Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life
or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself

understanding to discern what is right, | now do according to your word.

Indeed | give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been
before you and no one like you shall arise after you. | give you also what
you have not asked, both riches and honor all your life; no other king
shall compare with you. If you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes
and my commandments, as your father David walked, then | will
lengthen your life.

Reflection Rev. Joanna D’Agostino
Closing Hymn #251
O Holy Spirit, Root of Life
Benediction

Postlude

Our Mission Statement proclaims our common goal.

We strive to be a welcoming,
worshiping community of faith,
helping people discover and deepen
their relationship with God, growing as

disciples of Christ, and reaching out in
faith and loving service.

In keeping with the spirit of our Mission Statement,
Lakewood Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, is an Open
and Affirming congregation. Wherever you are on life’s journey, we
welcome you and all people of every sexual orientation, age, ability,
gender identity and expression, and ethnic, economic, and racial
background into the full life and ministry of our church. We declare this
in the everlasting grace of the Still-Speaking God.



