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Announcements and Welcome Darren Toms
Worship Life

Prelude

Call to Worship

One: Great is the Holy One who sits sovereign and near!

Many: The earth rejoices on the holy mountain, at the heights and
depths of God’s love.

One: We gather, we observe, we recognize, we ponder the wonders
of Creator’s majesty!

Many: God’s name, like your praise, reaches to the ends of the earth.

One: The mighty deeds of power astound and amaze. We remember
and recount from generation to generation!

Many: Our Guide reigns forever and ever. Praise our God!

Opening Hymn #558
Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us

Prayer of Invocation (in unison)

Powerful One, we come into this gathering humbled by your presence
among us, grateful for the companionship of your people, and eager
to worship your name. As we tell your story anew, we enter your story
as the objects of your attention, love, and care. May we know you
more deeply and clearly. May we be transformed and transfixed by
the mystery of you. May we be inspired by your deeds of power to be
instruments of your reign in the world. Empower us, O Holy One.
Amen.



A Time of Prayer
Invitation to Prayer
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.
Prayer Response

A Time of Sharing
Offertory
Doxology (in unison)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication (in unison)

Creator, all we have emanates from you and your creation. Receive
these gifts we give with thanksgiving and hope for a shared future
without lack, disparities, and unmet needs. Amen.

The Reading of God’s Word
Ezekiel 2:1-5

He said to me: O mortal, stand up on your feet, and | will speak with
you. And when he spoke to me, a spirit entered into me and set me on
my feet; and | heard him speaking to me. He said to me, Mortal, | am
sending you to the people of Israel, to a nation of rebels who have
rebelled against me; they and their ancestors have transgressed against
me to this very day. The descendants are impudent and stubborn. | am
sending you to them, and you shall say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord
God. Whether they hear or refuse to hear (for they are a rebellious
house), they shall know that there has been a prophet among them.

Nora Germaine

Mark 6:1-13 Rev. Kelly Burd

He left that place and came to his home town, and his disciples
followed him. On the sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and
many who heard him were astounded. They said, ‘Where did this man
get all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to him? What
deeds of power are being done by his hands! Is not this the carpenter,
the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon,
and are not his sisters here with us?” And they took offence at him.
Then Jesus said to them, ‘Prophets are not without honour, except in
their home town, and among their own kin, and in their own house.
And he could do no deed of power there, except that he laid his hands
on a few sick people and cured them. And he was amazed at their
unbelief.

Then he went about among the villages teaching. He called the twelve
and began to send them out two by two, and gave them authority over
the unclean spirits. He ordered them to take nothing for their journey
except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their belts; but to wear
sandals and not to put on two tunics. He said to them, ‘Wherever you
enter a house, stay there until you leave the place. If any place will not
welcome you and they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off the
dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them.” So they went out
and proclaimed that all should repent. They cast out many demons, and
anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them.

Reflection Rev. Kelly Burd

Service of Holy Communion

No matter who you are and where you are in life’s journey, you are
welcome to participate in Holy Communion at LCC. Today we will
receive Communion at the front of the sanctuary by intinction, coming
forward by row. Select a piece of bread and dip it in juice. We also have
individual cups and gluten-free wafers if that is preferred. If you are
unable to come forward but would like to receive Communion, please
signal to the ushers and they will come to you.



Invitation and Words of Remembering
Words of Institution
Sharing of the Elements

Prayer after Communion (in unison)

Spirit of Christ, you have blessed our hands and our hearts.
May this bread give us courage to speak in faith and act in love
in your precious world, and may this cup deeply renew our
covenant with all life. Amen.

Closing Hymn #491
As Grain on Scattered Hillsides

Benediction

Postlude

Our Mission Statement proclaims our common goal.

We strive to be a welcoming,
worshiping community of faith,
helping people discover and deepen
their relationship with God, growing as
disciples of Christ, and reaching out in
faith and loving service.

In keeping with the spirit of our Mission Statement,
Lakewood Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, is an Open
and Affirming congregation. Wherever you are on life’s journey, we
welcome you and all people of every sexual orientation, age, ability,
gender identity and expression, and ethnic, economic, and racial
background into the full life and ministry of our church. We declare this
in the everlasting grace of the Still-Speaking God.

Today we welcome Rev. Kelly Burd as our guest minister. She became a
member of LCC in 2023. She has a bachelor’s degree in English
education from Ohio University and taught ESL in Japan before
attending Yale Divinity School for a Master of Divinity degree. Kelly
grew up attending Trinity United Church of Christ in Tiffin, was ordained
in 2000 and has served in pastoral roles at Dover UCC in Westlake and
Pilgrim UCC in Cleveland, as well as youth and young adult-supporting
roles in the UCC national setting. She currently works in hospice
chaplaincy. Kelly lives in Rocky River with her spouse John Forristal and
their children Sam and Grace.



