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Announcements and Welcome Andy Barlow

Congregational Life Liaison

Prelude

Call to Worship (adapted from Psalm 138: 1-3, 7-8)
One: We give you thanks, O God, with our whole hearts; before all

creation we sing your praises

Many: We bow down toward your holy temple and give thanks to

your name for your steadfast love and your faithfulness,

One: For you have exalted your name and your word above

everything.

Many: On the day we called, you answered us; you increased our

strength of soul.

One: Though we walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve us against

our adversaries.

ALL: Your steadfast love, O Holy One, endures forever.

Opening Hymn #489

Bless Now, O God, the Journey



Prayer of Invocation (in unison)

O Holy One your love indeed endures forever. We pray for the

presence of the Holy Spirit this day as we worship together in beloved

community, the realm of your Love. Be with us in our singing and

praising as we share the Word together in Jesus’ Name. Amen.

Anthem John Rutter
I Will Sing With the Spirit

LCC Chancel Choir

Mission Trip Commissioning
This week, thirteen youth and five adults will travel to Johnstown, PA to

serve with Hosanna Industries, which provides critical home repairs for

people in need. Participants are invited to come forward, so our church

family can send them with a blessing.

A Time of Prayer
Invitation to Prayer

Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

Prayer Response

A Time of Sharing
Offertory
Doxology (in unison)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;

Praise God, all creatures here below;

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication (in unison)

O Holy One, with gratefulness we offer and dedicate these gifts for the

continuation of our work in Christ’s Name. Amen.

The Reading of God’s Word Michael Greenland

Mark 3:20-35

Then [Jesus] went home, and the crowd came together again, so that

they could not even eat. When his family heard it, they went out to

restrain him, for people were saying, ‘He has gone out of his mind.’ And

the scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, ‘He has Beelzebul,

and by the ruler of the demons he casts out demons.’ And he called

them to him, and spoke to them in parables, ‘How can Satan cast out

Satan? If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand.

And if a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to

stand. And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he

cannot stand, but his end has come. But no one can enter a strong

man’s house and plunder his property without first tying up the strong

man; then indeed the house can be plundered.

‘Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever

blasphemies they utter; but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit

can never have forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin’— for they had

said, ‘He has an unclean spirit.’

Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent

to him and called him. A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to

him, ‘Your mother and your brothers and sisters are outside, asking for



you.’ And he replied, ‘Who are my mother and my brothers?’ And

looking at those who sat around him, he said, ‘Here are my mother and

my brothers! Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and

mother.’

Reflection Rev. Joanna D’Agostino

Love Makes a Family

Closing Hymn #572

Take Time to Be Holy

Benediction

Postlude

Our Mission Statement proclaims our common goal.

We strive to be a welcoming,
worshiping community of faith,

helping people discover and deepen
their relationship with God, growing as
disciples of Christ, and reaching out in

faith and loving service.

In keeping with the spirit of our Mission Statement,
Lakewood Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, is an Open
and Affirming congregation. Wherever you are on life’s journey, we
welcome you and all people of every sexual orientation, age, ability,
gender identity and expression, and ethnic, economic, and racial

background into the full life and ministry of our church. We declare this
in the everlasting grace of the Still-Speaking God.


