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Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Junele, 2024 | 10.00 AM

Image: A field of mustard flowers | Unsplash Stock Image
Liturgy adapted from Rev. Roberto Ochoa | UCC Worship Ways

Announcements and Welcome Andy Barlow
Congregational Life Liaison

Prelude

Call to Worship (adapted from Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15)

One: Itis good to give thanks to the Holy One, to sing praises to your
name, O Most High,

Many: To declare your steadfast love in the morning and your
faithfulness by night,

One: To the music of the lute and the harp, to the melody of the lyre.

Many: For you, O God, have made me glad by your work; at the works
of your hands I sing for joy.

One: The righteous flourish like the palm tree and grow like a cedar in
Lebanon.

Many: They are planted in the house of the Holy One; they flourish in
the courts of our God.

One: In old age they still produce fruit; they are always green and full
of nectar,

All:  Showing that the Divine One is upright; God is my rock, and
there is no unrighteousness in the Holy One.

Opening Hymn #638
In the Bulb There Is a Flower

Prayer of Invocation (in unison)

Oh God, creator of heaven and earth, who grants us life, may the
seeds of wisdom from the ancient sacred texts grow within us so that
we may bear good fruit that nourishes a hungry world. May the Holy
Spirit of Pentecost descend upon us this day as we give thanks to you
Holy One, in Jesus’s most precious name we pray. Amen.



Special Music
On Eagle’s Wings
Charlie Cunningham

A Time of Prayer
Invitation to Prayer

Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

Prayer Response

A Time of Sharing
Offertory
Doxology (in unison)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication (in unison)

O Holy One, with gratefulness we offer and dedicate these gifts for the
continuation of our work in Christ’s Name. May they be a blessing in
all of the ways they blossom and grow. Amen.

The Reading of God’s Word
Mark 4:26-34

Cathy Calamia-Downing

He also said, ‘The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed
on the ground, and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed
would sprout and grow, he does not know how. The earth produces of
itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. But
when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the
harvest has come.

He also said, ‘With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what
parable will we use for it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown
upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet when it is
sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth
large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.

With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able
to hear it; he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained
everything in private to his disciples.

Reflection Rev. Joanna D’Agostino
Participating in the Growth
Closing Hymn #695
God of the Fertile Fields
Benediction

Postlude



Our Mission Statement proclaims our common goal.
We strive to be a welcoming,
worshiping community of faith,
helping people discover and deepen
their relationship with God, growing as
disciples of Christ, and reaching out in
faith and loving service.

In keeping with the spirit of our Mission Statement,
Lakewood Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, is an Open
and Affirming congregation. Wherever you are on life’s journey, we
welcome you and all people of every sexual orientation, age, ability,
gender identity and expression, and ethnic, economic, and racial
background into the full life and ministry of our church. We declare this
in the everlasting grace of the Still-Speaking God.



