
Announcements and Welcome

Prelude

Call to Worship
One: As we join in worship this day, we might feel like the disciples,

overwhelmed by the uncertainty of our lives and the world.

Many: But our resurrected Christ comes to us, saying, “Peace be with

you.”

One: We might feel like Thomas, looking for physical signs that the

unbelievable could be true. After all, nothing like this has ever

happened before.

Many: But our resurrected Christ comes to us, saying, “Here are the

marks on my body.”

One: Can we really believe that Jesus is here again?

Many: Jesus breathes the Holy Spirit on us. Christ’s peace is with us.

We don’t need to be afraid.

One: Our resurrected Christ calls us to worship, and we receive the

peace of Christ.

Many: Let us worship with joy! Alleluia!

Opening Hymn #231

Sing of One Who Walks Beside Us

Prayer for Transformation and New Life (in unison)

God, we confess that we too might be like Thomas. As we are

overwhelmed by the world’s grief, it’s natural for us to be cynical. It’s

hard to believe that hope is possible when hope is hard to find. But

when we stop believing in hope, we also stop believing liberation can

be possible. When we stop working to tear down injustice and

discrimination, we stop others from experiencing the peace we have

found in you. Forgive our unbelief, calm our fears, and help us be

instruments of your peace. Amen.



Affirmation of Grace
One: Beloved, Jesus comes to us with grace, telling us we can believe.

Because we believe, we can also be empowered to do the work of

justice. Yes, the world is heavy. No, the work will never be done. But

because we know Christ’s peace, we can share it with others.

All: We believe in the grace and peace of Christ. We are forgiven.

Alleluia!

Anthem Bill Leach

Mark Hayes

Easter Gloria

LCC Chancel Choir

Time for Children Rachel Burns

Children are welcome to come up to the front at this time for a

message, then return to their seats. The first Sunday of the month is

“Worship for All Ages,” so our kids are with us for the full service. There

are activity bags in the back of the sanctuary and the nursery is

available through the door with the piano if needed.

Give, Gather, Grow: Building for Community Update
Julie Warren

Kim Katzenberger, Campaign Chair

A Time of Prayer
Invitation to Prayer

Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

Prayer Response Day by Day Friedell

A Time of Sharing
Offertory

Doxology (in unison)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;

Praise God, all creatures here below;

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication (in unison)

God of the Resurrection, help us use these gifts to offer hope where

there is sorrow, peace where there is chaos and love where there is

fear. We can do incredible things because your Spirit lives within us.

Amen.

The Reading of God’s Word Evelyn D’Agostino

John 21: 8-17

The other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for

they were not far from the land, only about a hundred yards off. When

they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it,

and bread. Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have

just caught.” So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore,

full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though there were

so many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, “Come and have

breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?”

because they knew it was the Lord. Jesus came and took the bread and

gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. This was now the third

time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the

dead.

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon



son of John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes,

Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” A

second time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He

said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him,

“Tend my sheep.” He said to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do

you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, “Do

you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you

know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep.”

Reflection Rev. Joanna D’Agostino

Trust Marbles, Grace, and One Day at a Time

Service of Holy Communion
All are welcome to participate in the sacrament of communion at LCC.

Today we will take communion in the pews. You will remain seated and

communion stewards will pass trays of bread and juice throughout the

sanctuary. You can hold each element and all will be invited to take the

elements at the same time.

Invitation and Words of Remembering

Words of Institution

Sharing of the Elements
(After the bread is passed)

One: This is the Bread of Life. Take and eat.

Many: Thanks be to God.

(After the cups are passed)

One: This is the Cup of the New Covenant. Take and drink.

Many: Thanks be to God.

Prayer after Communion (in unison)
God of grace, send us out into the world, to preach the risen

Christ in word and deed with courage and compassion, now

and all our days. Amen.

Closing Hymn #99

O, How I Love Jesus

Benediction
Beloved wanderer,

as you leave this place,
may you carry your curious heart on your sleeve.

May you look for God in every face.
May you find the courage to get out of the boat,

to run to the tomb,
and to speak of your faith.

And when the world falls apart,
may you hear God’s voice deep within,
saying, “Take heart, it is I, be not afraid.”

You are called.
You are blessed.

In both your ups and your downs,
you always belong to God.

Go now in peace.
Go trusting that good news.

Amen.

Postlude

Our Mission Statement proclaims our common goal.

We strive to be a welcoming,
worshiping community of faith,

helping people discover and deepen
their relationship with God, growing as
disciples of Christ, and reaching out in

faith and loving service.



In keeping with the spirit of our Mission Statement,
Lakewood Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, is an Open
and Affirming congregation. Wherever you are on life’s journey, we
welcome you and all people of every sexual orientation, age, ability,
gender identity and expression, and ethnic, economic, and racial

background into the full life and ministry of our church. We declare this
in the everlasting grace of the Still-Speaking God.


