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Liturgy adapted from the work of UCC Church Building & Loan Fund

Announcements and Welcome
Darren Toms, Worship Life Liason

Prelude

Call to Worship

One: We gather as a community of faithful people seeking to be
faithful, and to worship God.

Many: We gather to remember God’s deeds with gratitude and to
look forward with hope.

One: We gather to say thanks for what has been and to say yes to
what will be.

Many: We gather to celebrate God’s abundant blessings in our lives
and in the life of this congregation.

Opening Hymn #230
Now the Green Blade Rises

Prayer of Invocation (in unison)

Living God, we embrace your presence in our lives. Help us to grow
stronger together in your garden of love. Plant us together in your
peace. Root us together in your hope. Transform us together by your
equal justice for all. In your loving presence, we pray. Amen.

Anthem David W. Music

The Garden Hymn
LCC Chancel Choir



Give Gather Grow: Building for Community
Update and Dedication of our Commitments

Recognition of Campaign Leadership

Sharing our Results to Date

Offertory and Time for Sharing

At this time we will collect our weekly offering, as well as any additional
capital campaign contributions or commitment forms, then we will
dedicate them in prayer together.

Doxology (in unison)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication (Responsive)

One: God of all life and all things, the Psalmist sang, “unless God builds
the house, those who build it labor in vain.” Today, we celebrate our
church’s successful capital campaign as a living testimony of what God is
building through us.

All: Thank you, God, for the house you are building. Thank you for the
many gifts you allowed to pour into our church. Thank you to those
who gave sacrificially. May we honor that sacrifice. Thank you to those
who gave faithfully. Let us glorify you with their gifts. Thank you to
those who had nothing monetary to give, but continue to give
generously through time, prayer, and encouragement. Let us never
discount the impact of the gift of presence.

One: Today, we declare our intention to give and distribute these
campaign gifts and commitments to your glory. May we be surprised
and amazed by the house you build, and may you be delighted by the
way we build it with you. Amen.

A Time of Prayer
Invitation to Prayer

Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

Prayer Response

Douglas Damron

The Reading of God’s Word

John 15:1-8

‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. He removes every
branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes
to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word
that | have spoken to you. Abide in me as | abide in you. Just as the
branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither
can you unless you abide in me. | am the vine, you are the branches.
Those who abide in me and | in them bear much fruit, because apart
from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown
away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown
into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in
you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is
glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.

Reflection Rev. Joanna D’Agostino
A Rooted and Generative Spirit
Closing Hymn #72
To God Be the Glory
Benediction



Postlude

Our Mission Statement proclaims our common goal.

We strive to be a welcoming,
worshiping community of faith,
helping people discover and deepen
their relationship with God, growing as
disciples of Christ, and reaching out in
faith and loving service.

In keeping with the spirit of our Mission Statement,
Lakewood Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, is an Open
and Affirming congregation. Wherever you are on life’s journey, we
welcome you and all people of every sexual orientation, age, ability,
gender identity and expression, and ethnic, economic, and racial
background into the full life and ministry of our church. We declare this
in the everlasting grace of the Still-Speaking God.



