Announcements and Welcome

Lakewood Congregational Church Prelude
United Church of Christ Call to Worship

An Open and Affirming Congregation One: Let us fill our hearts and minds with hope as we hear the
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All:  “Peace be with you.”

One: When peace and justice seem uncertain, let us hear anew the

“ . > ' Words of Jesus Christ.
ou are witnesses of these things...
y , l‘" All:  “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your

—Luke 24\1@, minds?”
; ' One: Let us be comforted by the presence of Christ, whose love, and
light dwells within us.
All: Let our lives be witnesses of these things.
One: Help us to be instruments of Christ’s peace to all in need of
God’s healing love.

Opening Hymn #226
He Lives

Prayer of Invocation (in unison)

God of love and light, we come as witnesses of your glory and
faithfulness, amazed to discover your transformative love. God, we
desire for you to abide within us, and for your grace to be revealed

anew daily. Be with us and awaken within us the call to love one

another, in the way it was made real through Jesus the Christ. Amen.

Second Sunday after Easter
Apnl ]4, 2024 | 10:00 AM Anthem arr. Mary McDonald

Folk Hymn Suite

Image: Be Thou My Vision by Mike Moyers LCC Chancel Choir
Liturgy by the Rev. Dr. Sheila Harvey | UCC Worship Ways



Give, Gather, Grow: Building for Community
Vicki Smigelski, Campaign Team Member
Video Presentation

Faith Formation

All youth (pre-K-8th grade) are welcome to join in today’s Faith
Formation classes. Rachel and the leaders will guide them to their
classrooms. Children can be picked up there after worship.

A Time of Prayer
Invitation to Prayer

Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

Prayer Response | Know That My Redeemer Lives (217)

A Time of Sharing
Offertory

Doxology (in unison)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication (in unison)

Let us remember that weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes
early in the morning. May these gifts of blessing be a sign of the love,
light, and glory of our redeeming God who has created a world of

abundance with all that we need. May we remain thankful witnesses
to your generosity, O God, as we dedicate these offerings to you and
your beloved creation. Amen.

The Reading of God’s Word
Luke 24:36b-48

While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them
and said to them, ‘Peace be with you.” They were startled and terrified,
and thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, ‘Why are
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you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my
hands and my feet; see that it is | myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost
does not have flesh and bones as you see that | have. And when he had
said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. While in their joy they
were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, ‘Have you
anything here to eat?’ They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took
it and ate in their presence.

Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that | spoke to you while |
was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of
Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened
their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, ‘Thus it
is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the
third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You
are witnesses of these things.
Reflection Rev. Joanna D’Agostino
The Things We Witness

Closing Hymn #431
Go My Children, With My Blessing

Benediction



Postlude

Our Mission Statement proclaims our common goal.

We strive to be a welcoming,
worshiping community of faith,
helping people discover and deepen
their relationship with God, growing as
disciples of Christ, and reaching out in
faith and loving service.

In keeping with the spirit of our Mission Statement,
Lakewood Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, is an Open
and Affirming congregation. Wherever you are on life’s journey, we
welcome you and all people of every sexual orientation, age, ability,
gender identity and expression, and ethnic, economic, and racial
background into the full life and ministry of our church. We declare this
in the everlasting grace of the Still-Speaking God.



