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Announcements and Welcome

Prelude

Call to Worship Rev. Catherine Lawrence
One: You, O God, know our hearts.

All: Guide our hearts, O God.

One: You, O God, see our ways.

All:  Shape our ways, O God.

One: You, O God, call our spirits.

All: Call us now, O God, as we call on you.

Opening Hymn #546
Amazing Grace

Prayer for Forgiveness (in unison) Rev. Catherine Lawrence
Holy God, We long to be lifelong learners, with curiosity and an open
mind. Instead, we often live as if we know best. We forget that the
disciples called you “Rabbi, Teacher.” Forgive us for the moments
when we imagine that our learning is done and that we have all the
answers. Like Peter—who was brave enough to ask, “How many times
should we forgive?” —make us brave. Spark in us a desire to learn, and
may our curiosity carry our faith into deeper waters. With hope and
humility we pray, amen.

Assurance of Grace

Family of faith, when Peter asked Jesus, “How many times should |
forgive?” Jesus responded with abundance. That abundance extends to
us. No matter what you have done or left undone, no matter what
lessons you have learned or are still learning, God’s abundant grace
exists for you. God’s love will never run out. So hear and rest in this
good news: You are forgiven. You are loved. You are invited to serve.
Thanks be to God! Amen.



Sacrament of Holy Baptism
Jonah Ryan Geiger, child of Amelia and Ryan Geiger
Bonnie Marie Roberts, child of Emily and Christopher Roberts

Anthem Taylor Davis
How Can | Keep From Singing

LCC Chancel Choir
Michael Komperda, clarinet
Eileen Brady, violin

Children and Youth Faith Formation
Children and youth from Pre-K to 12th grade are invited to go with their
faith formation leaders for the rest of the service.

Time for Lenten Reflection
Through the season of Lent, we will set aside a few moments during
worship to reflect on one of our daily devotional prompts with
someone sitting near us.
This week’s prompt:
What questions would you like to ask God?

A Time of Prayer
Invitation to Prayer

Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

Prayer Response O God, Hear My Prayer

A Time of Sharing
Offertory
Doxology (in unison)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication (in unison)

0O God who teaches us courage and generosity, bless these gifts and
send them out in a spirit of service, to magnify your Good News for
the world. Amen.

The Reading of God’s Word
Matthew 18:15-22
‘If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the

Cathy Calamia-Downing

fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you
have regained that one. But if you are not listened to, take one or two
others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the
evidence of two or three witnesses. If the member refuses to listen to
them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to
the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax-collector.
Truly | tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven,
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly |
tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be
done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are
gathered in my name, | am there among them.”’

Then Peter came and said to him, ‘Lord, if another member of the
church sins against me, how often should | forgive? As many as seven
times?’ Jesus said to him, ‘Not seven times, but, | tell you,
seventy-seven times.



Reflection Rev. Joanna D’Agostino
“Teach Me”
Closing Hymn #517
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
Benediction

Beloved wanderer,
as you leave this place,
may you carry your curious heart on your sleeve.
May you look for God in every face.
May you find the courage to get out of the boat,
to run to the tomb,
and to speak of your faith.
And when the world falls apart,
may you hear God’s voice deep within,
saying, “Take heart, it is |, be not afraid.”
You are called.
You are blessed.
In both your ups and your downs,
you always belong to God.
Go now in peace.
Go trusting that good news.
Amen.

Postlude

Our Mission Statement proclaims our common goal.

We strive to be a welcoming,
worshiping community of faith,
helping people discover and deepen
their relationship with God, growing as
disciples of Christ, and reaching out in
faith and loving service.

In keeping with the spirit of our Mission Statement,
Lakewood Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, is an Open
and Affirming congregation. Wherever you are on life’s journey, we
welcome you and all people of every sexual orientation, age, ability,
gender identity and expression, and ethnic, economic, and racial
background into the full life and ministry of our church. We declare this
in the everlasting grace of the Still-Speaking God.



