Lakewood Congregational
Church

A Congregation of the United Church of Christ

Sunday, September 24, 2023

An Order of Worship to be followed in your home,
along with our Livestream Service at 10:00 am

This week’s guest musicians
Judy Fesko, organ

Welcome and Announcements

If you are new among us, welcome. Please know we are glad you're
here; you’re welcome in our remote community and you’re welcome in
our physical community when the time is right.

At Lakewood Congregational Church, we strive to be people of
extravagant welcome. Whether you are young or old, gay or straight,
single or partnered, happy or sad, confused or inspired, street smart or
college-educated, whether you can’t pay your bills or you have more
than enough to share—no matter who you are or where you are on
life’s journey, you are welcome here in this place, to worship a loving
God who welcomes us all. As | stand in this sanctuary | join my heart
with you and | pray that you might feel the refuge of this space.

May the Peace of Christ be with you. Let us worship God.

Welcome and Anhnouncements

Prelude Bach arr. Lani Smith
With Grateful Hearts

Call to Worship

One: Bless the name of the Holy One forever and ever!

Many: Great is our God and greatly to be praised.

One: Bless the name of the Holy One forever and ever!

Many: This generation will tell the next generation so they may tell
the next generation of the Holy One’s magnificent and mighty
acts.

One: Bless the name of the Holy One forever and ever!

Many: We declare the abundant goodness, gracious righteousness,
and holy love of our God. Praise the Holy One!

Opening Hymn #670
All Who Love and Serve Your City



Prayer of Invocation (in unison)

Divine Love, you have woven life together so that we depend on each
other. The air we breathe. The food we eat. The belonging we seek. All
held together by a larger web of life. As greed stretches thin the
resources of our shared lives, you call us to the work of reimagining.
How to contribute. How to receive. How to heal and repair. Teach us
how to be faithful in these days. Amen.

Anthem Mark Hayes
And the Father Will Dance

LCC Chancel Choir

A Time of Prayer

Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

Prayer Response Almighty Jesus, Hear Our Prayer

A Time of Sharing
Call to Offering
Offertory Rowland H. Prichard

Praise the Lord! Ye Heavens, Adore Him

Doxology (in unison)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication (in unison)

Great God, please receive our gifts for the glory of your name and the
blessing of your people. May we be dedicated stewards of your
abundance and use these gifts for the benefit of your dream for the
world. Amen.

The Reading of God’s Word Claire Stair
Matthew 20: 1-16

‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in
the morning to hire labourers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the
labourers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard.
When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in
the market-place; and he said to them, “You also go into the vineyard,
and | will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. When he went out
again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. And about
five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said
to them, “Why are you standing here idle all day?” They said to him,
“Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, “You also go into the
vineyard.” When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his
manager, “Call the labourers and give them their pay, beginning with
the last and then going to the first.” When those hired about five o’clock
came, each of them received the usual daily wage. Now when the first
came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also
received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they
grumbled against the landowner, saying, “These last worked only one
hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden
of the day and the scorching heat.” But he replied to one of them,
“Friend, | am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the
usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; | choose to give to
this last the same as | give to you. Am | not allowed to do what | choose
with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because | am generous?”
So the last will be first, and the first will be last.



Reflection Rev. Joanna D’Agostino

On Standing Idle

Closing Hymn #611
Rise Up, O Saints of God

Benediction

Postlude

Our Mission Statement proclaims our common goal.

We strive to be a welcoming,
worshiping community of faith,
helping people discover and deepen
their relationship with God, growing as
disciples of Christ, and reaching out in
faith and loving service.

In keeping with the spirit of our Mission Statement,
Lakewood Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, is an Open
and Affirming congregation. Wherever you are on life’s journey, we
welcome you and all people of every sexual orientation, age, ability,
gender identity and expression, and ethnic, economic, and racial
background into the full life and ministry of our church. We declare this
in the everlasting grace of the Still-Speaking God.

Offering and Contribution Collection
Please consider fulfilling your pledges during this time. Financial gifts
are always welcome, and our church feels the call to respond to the
needs around us as they arise. Financial stability allows us to do so
more effectively. So, let us give generously of our time, talent, and
treasure to further the work of God in our community. You can do so in
the following ways:
e Writing and mailing a check to Lakewood Congregational
Church, 1375 W. Clifton Blvd., Lakewood, OH 44107
e Sending a gift through your bank’s online bill pay
® By using the donate button on the church’s website
www.lcc-church.org
e Call the church office at (216) 221-9555 to discuss other options



http://www.lcc-church.org

