
Lakewood Congregational
Church

A Congregation of the United Church of Christ

Sunday, March 19, 2023

An Order of Worship to be followed in your home,

along with our Livestream Service at 10:00 am

Welcome and Announcements
If you are new among us, welcome. Please know we are glad you’re
here; you’re welcome in our remote community and you’re welcome in
our physical community when the time is right.

At Lakewood Congregational Church, we strive to be people of
extravagant welcome. Whether you are young or old, gay or straight,
single or partnered, happy or sad, confused or inspired, street smart or
college-educated, whether you can’t pay your bills or you have more
than enough to share—no matter who you are or where you are on
life’s journey, you are welcome here in this place, to worship a loving
God who welcomes us all. As I stand in this sanctuary I join my heart
with you and I pray that you might feel the refuge of this space.

May the Peace of Christ be with you. Let us worship God.

Prelude Gregory Hamilton

Morning Prayer

Ben Malkevitch, organ

Call to Worship
One: The prophet asks: Can our soul-weary bones live again?

Many: O God, you know!

One: We ask: Can we dance again after mourning, loss and grief?

Many: O God, you know!

One: The gift is sure and unmistakable:

Many: God’s breath poured out as new life for weary souls!

One: Let us celebrate the gift of God’s new life,

Many: And come to worship God in laughter and dancing!

Opening Hymn # 450

God the Spirit, Guide, and Guardian



Prayer of Invocation (in unison)

Magnificent God who sees all that we can see and everything that we

cannot, we gather in awe of your vision that is broad and vast. Be

with us now as we worship you. Awaken us to your holiness, inspire

us with your creative power, and peel back our layers of anxiety and

fear. Enliven us to trust fully in your love for us as we struggle and

strive to be who you call us to be, in Christ’s holy name. Amen.

Anthem Maurice Duruflé

Ubi caritas

LCC Chancel Choir

Faith Formation
All youth (Pre-K-12th grade) are welcome to join in today’s Faith
Formation classes. Rachel and the leaders will guide them to their
classrooms. Children can be picked up there after worship.

A Time of Prayer
Invitation to Prayer Taizé chant

The Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but

deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever.  Amen.

A Time of Sharing
Invitation to Generosity

Offertory Craig Penfield

Meditation on “Eventide”

Ben Malkevitch, organ

Doxology (in unison)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;

Praise God, all creatures here below;

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

Prayer of Dedication (in unison)

Generous God, take these gifts and use them for the healing and

tender care of your hurting world. May your cup of love overflow and

abide with the hurting and heartbroken, forgotten and despised, so

that we may all be made whole. Amen.

The Reading of God’s Word Patti Komperda

1 Samuel 16:1-13

The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have
rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set
out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for
myself a king among his sons.” Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears
of it, he will kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and say,
‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I
will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one
whom I name to you.” Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and
came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling,
and said, “Do you come peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; I have come
to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the
sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the
sacrifice.



When they came, he looked at Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s
anointed is now before the Lord.” But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not
look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have
rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the
outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” Then Jesse
called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither
has the Lord chosen this one.” Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And
he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Jesse made seven of his
sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not
chosen any of these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?”
And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the
sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not
sit down until he comes here.” He sent and brought him in. Now he was
ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise
and anoint him; for this is the one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil,
and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the
Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set
out and went to Ramah.

Reflection Rev. Joanna D’Agostino

This is the One

Closing Hymn #447

Thuma Mina

Benediction

Postlude Lyndell Leatherman

Forward Through the Ages

Ben Malkevitch, organ

Offering and Contribution Collection

Please consider fulfilling your pledges during this time. Financial gifts
are always welcome, and our church feels the call to respond to the
needs around us as they arise. Financial stability allows us to do so
more effectively. So, let us give generously of our time, talent, and
treasure to further the work of God in our community. You can do so in
the following ways:

● Writing and mailing a check to Lakewood Congregational

Church, 1375 W. Clifton Blvd., Lakewood, OH 44107

● Sending a gift through your bank’s online bill pay

● By using the donate button on the church’s website

www.lcc-church.org

● Call the church office at (216) 221-9555 to discuss other options

Mission Statement proclaims our common goal.
We strive to be a welcoming,

worshiping community of faith,
helping people discover and deepen

their relationship with God, growing as
disciples of Christ, and reaching out in

faith and loving service.

In keeping with the spirit of our Mission Statement,
Lakewood Congregational Church,

United Church of Christ,
is an Open and Affirming congregation.

We welcome people of all sexual orientation,
ages, differing abilities, and ethnic, economic,

and racial backgrounds into
the full life and ministry of our church.

We declare this in the name of the Still Speaking God,
whose Son, Jesus Christ, welcomed
all people into God’s circle of grace.

http://www.lcc-church.org

