Lakewood Congregational
Church

A Congregation of the United Church of Christ

Sunday, March 12, 2023

The Seasoh of

An Order of Worship to be followed in your home,
along with our Livestream Service at 10:00 am

Welcome and Announcements

If you are new among us, welcome. Please know we are glad you're
here; you’re welcome in our remote community and you’re welcome in
our physical community when the time is right.

At Lakewood Congregational Church, we strive to be people of
extravagant welcome. Whether you are young or old, gay or straight,
single or partnered, happy or sad, confused or inspired, street smart or
college-educated, whether you can’t pay your bills or you have more
than enough to share—no matter who you are or where you are on
life’s journey, you are welcome here in this place, to worship a loving
God who welcomes us all. As | stand in this sanctuary | join my heart
with you and | pray that you might feel the refuge of this space.

May the Peace of Christ be with you. Let us worship God.

Prelude J. William Greene
Savior, When in Dust to You

Ben Malkevitch, organ

Call to Worship (based on Psalm 95)
One: O come, let us sing to our God;
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
Many: Let us come into God’s presence with thanksgiving,
singing joyful songs of praise!
One: Our God is great, Sovereign above all powers and
principalities.
Many: The sea, the depths of the earth, the heights of the
mountains, indeed all of creation were made by God
and belong to God.
One: O come, let us worship and bow down,let us kneel before the
Holy One our Maker.
Many: Yes! God is our God, and we are God’s people: O that today we
would listen for God’s voice!



Opening Hymn #284
Gather Us In

Prayer of Invocation (in unison)

God of grace and truth, we come to your house today to worship
you. We bring all of ourselves to you, all of the good, the bad, and
the ugly. We entrust our hidden, fearful, and fragile selves to your
transforming power and gentle, loving care. Blessing, glory, and
honor are yours alone. Thank you for the many ways your Spirit
breaks into our lives and into this troubled world. We offer this
prayer in the name of the One whose name is above every name,
Jesus the Christ. Amen.

Anthem Craig Courtney
A Call to Silence

LCC Chancel Choir

Faith Formation

All youth (Pre-K-8" grade) are welcome to join in today’s Faith
Formation classes. Rachel and the leaders will guide them to their
classrooms. Children can be picked up there after worship.

A Time of Prayer

Invitation to Prayer Taizé chant
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Send your  Spir-it to set us free, send your
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Spir-it to set us free. Fill our hearts and minds; loose the
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chains that bind. Send your Spir-it to set us free.

The Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.
A Time of Sharing
Invitation to Generosity
Offertory Jason Krug
My Jesus, | Love Thee
Ben Malkevitch, piano

Doxology (in unison)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication (in unison)

Great Provider, bless these offerings and multiply them
according to your will. May they restore hope and wholeness
to those who benefit from them. In Christ’s name, we pray.
Amen.

The Reading of God’s Word

John 4: 5-42

So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground
that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and
Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about
noon. A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her,
“Give me a drink.” (His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) The
Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of

Darren Toms



me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common with
Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who
it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,” you would have asked him,
and he would have given you living water.” The woman said to him, “Sir,
you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living
water? Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well,
and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” Jesus said to her,
“Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but those who
drink of the water that | will give them will never be thirsty. The water
that | will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to
eternal life.” The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that |
may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.” Jesus
said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” The woman
answered him, “l have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in
saying, ‘l have no husband’; for you have had five husbands, and the
one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is true!”
The woman said to him, “Sir, | see that you are a prophet. Our ancestors
worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place where people
must worship is in Jerusalem.” Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me,
the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this
mountain nor in Jerusalem. You worship what you do not know; we
worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is
coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the
Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship
him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit
and truth.” The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming”
(who is called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all things to
us.” Jesus said to her, “l am he, the one who is speaking to you.”

Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking
with a woman, but no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you
speaking with her?” Then the woman left her water jar and went back
to the city. She said to the people, “Come and see a man who told me
everything | have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” They
left the city and were on their way to him. Meanwhile the disciples
were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” But he said to them, “I have
food to eat that you do not know about.” So the disciples said to one
another, “Surely no one has brought him something to eat?” Jesus said
to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete
his work. Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes the harvest’?

But | tell you, look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for
harvesting. The reaper is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit
for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. For here
the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ | sent you to reap
that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have
entered into their labor.” Many Samaritans from that city believed in
him because of the woman'’s testimony, “He told me everything | have
ever done.” So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to
stay with them; and he stayed there two days. And many more believed
because of his word. They said to the woman, “It is no longer because
of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and
we know that this is truly the Savior of the world.”

Reflection Rev. Catherine Lawrence
Courage
Closing Hymn #709
Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken
Benediction
Postlude Emma Lou Diemer

| Need Thee Every Hour
Ben Malkevitch, organ



Offering and Contribution Collection
Please consider fulfilling your pledges during this time. Financial gifts
are always welcome, and our church feels the call to respond to the
needs around us as they arise. Financial stability allows us to do so
more effectively. So, let us give generously of our time, talent, and
treasure to further the work of God in our community. You can do so in
the following ways:

e Writing and mailing a check to Lakewood Congregational

Church, 1375 W. Clifton Blvd., Lakewood, OH 44107

e Sending a gift through your bank’s online bill pay

® By using the donate button on the church’s website
an hOUl’ Of www.lcc-church.org
e Call the church office at (216) 221-9555 to discuss other options

prayer & reflection

Mission Statement proclaims our common goal.
We strive to be a welcoming,
worshiping community of faith,
helping people discover and deepen
their relationship with God, growing as

Monday March 13 | 7 PM disciples of Christ, and reaching out in

LCC Social Hall faith and loving service.

In keeping with the spirit of our Mission Statement,
Lakewood Congregational Church,
United Church of Christ,
is an Open and Affirming congregation.

We welcome people of all sexual orientation,
ages, differing abilities, and ethnic, economic,
and racial backgrounds into
the full life and ministry of our church.

We declare this in the name of the Still Speaking God,
whose Son, Jesus Christ, welcomed
all people into God'’s circle of grace.


http://www.lcc-church.org

