Lakewood Congregational
Church

A Congregation of the United Church of Christ

Sunday, September 4, 2022

An Order of Worship to be followed in your home,
along with our Livestream Service at 10:00 am

Welcome and Announcements

If you are new among us, welcome. Please know we are glad you're
here; you’re welcome in our remote community and you’re welcome in
our physical community when the time is right.

At Lakewood Congregational Church, we strive to be people of
extravagant welcome. Whether you are young or old, gay or straight,
single or partnered, happy or sad, confused or inspired, street smart or
college-educated, whether you can’t pay your bills or you have more
than enough to share—no matter who you are or where you are on
life’s journey, you are welcome here in this place, to worship a loving
God who welcomes us all. As | stand in this sanctuary | join my heart
with you and | pray that you might feel the refuge of this space.

May the Peace of Christ be with you. Let us worship God.

Prelude Sandra McCracken
The High Countries
Debi Kasper and Michael Kasper
vocals and guitar

Call to Worship

One: Like clay, we arrive at this time of worship:

Many: Shapeless and full of potential, we arrive.

One: Like clay, we prepare for this time of worship:

Many: Stretched and twisted into formation, we prepare.
One: Like clay, we enter this time of worship:

Many: Formed and ready for warmth, we enter.

Opening Hymn #14
Womb of Life, and Source of Being



Prayer of Invocation (in unison)

Loving Creator, maker of everything good, we are in your hands. Be
with us now as we gather ourselves to seek your wisdom and strive
to become the people you would have us be. Amen.

A Time of Prayer
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

A Time of Sharing
Call to Offering
Offertory

Doxology (in unison)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication (in unison)

Holy Giver of all Gifts, we thank you for this opportunity to share our
gifts and participate in the various ministries you’ve placed before
this faith community. Bless these monies and each one of us as we go
back out to continue your work in the world. Amen.

The Reading of God’s Word Michael Greenland
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18

To the leader. Of David. A Psalm.
O Lord, you have searched me and known me.

You know when | sit down and when | rise up;
you discern my thoughts from far away.

You search out my path and my lying down,
and are acquainted with all my ways.

Even before a word is on my tongue,
O Lord, you know it completely.

You hem me in, behind and before,
and lay your hand upon me.

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
it is so high that | cannot attain it.

For it was you who formed my inward parts;
you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
| praise you, for | am fearfully and wonderfully made.
Wonderful are your works;
that | know very well.
My frame was not hidden from you,
when | was being made in secret,
intricately woven in the depths of the earth.
Your eyes beheld my unformed substance.
In your book were written
all the days that were formed for me,
when none of them as yet existed.
How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God!
How vast is the sum of them!
| try to count them—they are more than the sand;
| come to the end—I am still with you.

Reflection Reverend Joanna D’Agostino

Service of Holy Communion
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion, no matter who you are
and where you are on life’s journey.
Communion Music Felix Mendelssohn
Meditation
Invitation
Words of Remembrance



Prayer of Consecration background into the full life and ministry of our church. We declare this
Sharing of the Elements in the everlasting grace of the Still-Speaking God.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Closing Hymn #400 Offering and Contribution Collection

Financial gifts are always welcome, and our church feels the call to
When You Do This, Remember Me g y ’

L. respond to the needs around us as they arise. Financial stability allows
Benediction us to do so more effectively. So, let us give generously of our time,
talent, and treasure to further the work of God in our community. You
can do so in the following ways:

Postlude ' SR Uity e Writing and mailing a check to Lakewood Congregational
Diapason Melody Church, 1375 W. Clifton Blvd., Lakewood, OH 44107
Ben Malkevitch, organ e Texting STEWARD to 44-321

e Sending a gift through your bank’s online bill pay

e By using the donate button on the church’s website
www.lcc-church.org

e Call the church office at (216) 221-9555 to discuss other options
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Our Mission Statement proclaims our common goal.
We strive to be a welcoming,
worshiping community of faith,
helping people discover and deepen
their relationship with God, growing as
disciples of Christ, and reaching out in
faith and loving service.

In keeping with the spirit of our Mission Statement,
Lakewood Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, is an Open
and Affirming congregation. Wherever you are on life’s journey, we
welcome you and all people of every sexual orientation, age, ability,
gender identity and expression, and ethnic, economic, and racial


http://www.lcc-church.org

