
Lakewood Congregational
Church

A Congregation of the United Church of Christ

Thursday, April 14, 2022

An Order of Worship to be followed in your home,

along with our Livestream Service at 10:00 am

Welcome and Announcements
If you are new among us, welcome. Please know we are glad you’re
here; you’re welcome in our remote community and you’re welcome in
our physical community when the time is right.

At Lakewood Congregational Church, we strive to be people of
extravagant welcome. Whether you are young or old, gay or straight,
single or partnered, happy or sad, confused or inspired, street smart or
college-educated, whether you can’t pay your bills or you have more
than enough to share—no matter who you are or where you are on
life’s journey, you are welcome here in this place, to worship a loving
God who welcomes us all. As I stand in this sanctuary I join my heart
with you and I pray that you might feel the refuge of this space.

May the Peace of Christ be with you. Let us worship God.

Prelude arr. J. William Greene
Savior, When In Dust to You



Call to Worship
One: When it was evening, Jesus took his place with his disciples, and

while they were eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will

betray me.”

All: “Who? Who will betray you?” they all wondered. Surely not

me. Tell us who, Jesus.

One: “The one who dips his hand into the dish with me.”

All: But that’s all of us. We’ve all shared this common meal.

One: The story of Christ’s passion and death mirrors for us our own

weakness and sin. We all come here as people who have missed

the mark. We are alienated from God and from our neighbors,

near and far. We journey tonight to be cleansed. We journey

tonight to be reconnected. Let us share in each part of the

journey together. Let us pray,

All: Holy God, we pray that your spirit will travel with us,

gently healing our wounds and touching our scars.

John 13: 1-5, 12-15, 33-35
Jesus washes disciples’ feet

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had
come to depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his
own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. The devil had
already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray
him. And during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all
things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to
God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel
around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash
the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied
around him. / After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and
had returned to the table, he said to them, ‘Do you know what I have
done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that
is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you
also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an example,
that you also should do as I have done to you. / Little children, I am with
you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so
now I say to you, “Where I am going, you cannot come.” I give you a

new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved
you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that
you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.’

Anthem Ola Gjeilo

Ubi caritas

LCC Chancel Choir

Luke 22:1-13
The Plot to Kill Jesus and Preparation of the Passover

Now the festival of Unleavened Bread, which is called the Passover, was
near. The chief priests and the scribes were looking for a way to put
Jesus to death, for they were afraid of the people. Then Satan entered
into Judas called Iscariot, who was one of the twelve; he went away and
conferred with the chief priests and officers of the temple police about
how he might betray him to them. They were greatly pleased and
agreed to give him money. So he consented and began to look for an
opportunity to betray him to them when no crowd was present.

Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb
had to be sacrificed. So Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and
prepare the Passover meal for us that we may eat it.” They asked him,
“Where do you want us to make preparations for it?” “Listen,” he said
to them, “when you have entered the city, a man carrying a jar of water
will meet you; follow him into the house he enters and say to the owner
of the house, ‘The teacher asks you, “Where is the guest room, where I
may eat the Passover with my disciples?”’ He will show you a large
room upstairs, already furnished. Make preparations for us there.” So
they went and found everything as he had told them; and they
prepared the Passover meal.

Luke 22: 14-20
Institution of the Last Supper

When the hour came, he took his place at the table, and the apostles
with him. He said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover
with you before I suffer; for I tell you, I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in
the kingdom of God.” Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he



said, “Take this and divide it among yourselves; for I tell you that from
now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God
comes.” Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he
broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for
you. Do this in remembrance of me.” And he did the same with the cup
after supper, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new
covenant in my blood.

Holy Communion

One: Friends, just as Jesus did not hesitate to share the cup of wine
with Judas, who he knew would betray him to the authorities,
Jesus invites all of us, no matter our pain, our despair, our
failures and faults. Jesus says, come and eat with me for this
grace can transform you. And so, this night you are invited, just
like at that Last Supper, to share the food that nourishes our
spirits on the journey. We remember Jesus’ words that echoed
that night to his disciples and that have echoed through the
ages, “I am always with you.” Jesus left us the blessing of his
words, the Holy Spirit, and this prayer that we can pray every
time we have no words of our own:

Prayer of Our Savior
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we

forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but

deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom and the power

and the glory forever.  Amen.

One: In the midst of the events of the last week, the disciples had
really floundered. It started out fine, with excitement really, as
they had entered Jerusalem with crowds following along, singing
and shouting: Hosanna! But that excitement turned to doubt,
questions,
confusion, fear.
They wondered if he really was their savior.
And then that moment had come.

The moment when Jesus gathered them together and said the
holy words...
On that night that he gave himself up for the message of peace,
of hope, of justice, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it,
giving it to his disciples, and said: “Take, eat; this is my body
which is given for you.” “Do this in remembrance of me.”

When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you,
gave it to his disciples, and said: “Drink from this, all of you; this
is the cup of the new covenant, poured out for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of me.”

Your place at Christ’s table is ready. You may eat your
communion elements or share them together with words such
as “The bread of life” or “The body of Christ” and “The cup of
blessing” or “The blood of Christ.”

Sharing the Bread and Cup

Hymn # 200

What Wondrous Love Is This

Luke 22: 21-27, 33-34
Dispute about Greatness, and Jesus Predicts Peter’s Denial

But see, the one who betrays me is with me, and his hand is on the
table. For the Son of Man is going as it has been determined, but woe
to that one by whom he is betrayed!’ Then they began to ask one
another which one of them it could be who would do this.

A dispute also arose among them as to which one of them was to be
regarded as the greatest. But he said to them, ‘The kings of the Gentiles
lord it over them; and those in authority over them are called
benefactors. But not so with you; rather the greatest among you must
become like the youngest, and the leader like one who serves. For who
is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not
the one at the table? But I am among you as one who serves. And he



said to him, ‘Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to death!’
Jesus said, ‘I tell you, Peter, the cock will not crow this day, until you
have denied three times that you know me.’

Luke 22:47-54
The Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus

While he was still speaking, suddenly a crowd came, and the one called
Judas, one of the twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss
him; but Jesus said to him, “Judas, is it with a kiss that you are betraying
the Son of Man?” When those who were around him saw what was
coming, they asked, “Lord, should we strike with the sword?” Then one
of them struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his right ear. But
Jesus said, “No more of this!” And he touched his ear and healed him.
Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the temple police,
and the elders who had come for him, “Have you come out with swords
and clubs as if I were a bandit? When I was with you day after day in the
temple, you did not lay hands on me. But this is your hour, and the
power of darkness!” Then they seized him and led him away, bringing
him into the high priest’s house. But Peter was following at a distance.

Luke 22:55-62
Peter Denies Jesus

When they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat
down together, Peter sat among them. Then a servant-girl, seeing him
in the firelight, stared at him and said, “This man also was with him.”
But he denied it, saying, “Woman, I do not know him.” A little later
someone else, on seeing him, said, “You also are one of them.” But
Peter said, “Man, I am not!” Then about an hour later still another kept
insisting, “Surely this man also was with him; for he is a Galilean.” But
Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you are talking about!” At that
moment, while he was still speaking, the cock crowed. The Lord turned
and looked at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how
he had said to him, “Before the cock crows today, you will deny me
three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly.

Hymn #198

Were You There?

Sending
A word from Tony Morrison, in her book Beloved:

“She did not tell them to clean up their lives or to go and sin no more.

She did not tell them they were the blessed of the earth, its inheriting

meek or its glory bound pure. She told them that the only grace they

could have was the grace they could imagine. That if they could not see

it, they would not have it.”

Offering and Contribution Collection

Please consider fulfilling your pledges during this time. Financial gifts

are always welcome, and our church feels the call to respond to the

needs around us as they arise. Financial stability allows us to do so

more effectively. So, let us give generously of our time, talent, and

treasure to further the work of God in our community. You can do so in

the following ways:

● Writing and mailing a check to Lakewood Congregational

Church, 1375 W. Clifton Blvd., Lakewood, OH 44107

● Texting STEWARD to 44-321

● Sending a gift through your bank’s online bill pay

● By using the donate button on the church’s website

www.lcc-church.org

● Call the church office at (216) 221-9555 to discuss other options

http://www.lcc-church.org


Our Mission Statement proclaims our common goal.
We strive to be a welcoming,

worshiping community of faith,
helping people discover and deepen

their relationship with God, growing as
disciples of Christ, and reaching out in

faith and loving service.

In keeping with the spirit of our Mission Statement,
Lakewood Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, is an Open

and Affirming congregation. Wherever you are on life’s journey, we
welcome you and all people of every sexual orientation, age, ability,

gender identity and expression, and ethnic, economic, and racial
background into the full life and ministry of our church. We declare this

in the everlasting grace of the Still-Speaking God.


