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An Order of Worship to be followed in your home,

along with our Livestream Service at 10:00 am

Welcome and Announcements
If you are new among us, welcome. Please know we are glad

you’re here; you’re welcome in our remote community and

you’re welcome in our physical community when the time is

right.

At Lakewood Congregational Church, we strive to be people of

extravagant welcome. Whether you are young or old, gay or

straight, single or partnered, happy or sad, confused or inspired,

street smart or college-educated, whether you can’t pay your

bills or you have more than enough to share—no matter who you

are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here in

this place, to worship a loving God who welcomes us all. As I

stand in this sanctuary I join my heart with you and I pray that

you might feel the refuge of this space.

May the Peace of Christ be with you. Let us worship God.

Prelude arr. Mark Hayes

He Is Born

Ben Malkevitch, piano

Call to Worship
One: The New Dawn will arise upon you.

Many: You shall see and be radiant.

One: The New Dawn will arise upon you.

Many: The Holy One will bless the people with peace.

One: The New Dawn will arise upon you.

Many: The joy of the Lord is my strength.

One: The New Dawn will arise upon you.

Many: God is here among us. Let us rejoice and be glad in God's

presence.

— adapted from a liturgy by Seekers Church



Opening Hymn # 172

We Three Kings

Prayer of Invocation (in unison)
Gentle God, the tinsel falls, the year turns to newness this

day and the carols fade. The blessing of Bethlehem has

touched the gray in our lives with its star-silver past. In this

turning season of long cold nights, we ask God’s presence

beyond our holidays into the wintering times of our lives, so

that we can begin to grow and become strong, filled with

wisdom and the favor of God. Amen.

A Time of Prayer
The Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us

our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not

into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for Thine is

the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.

Amen.

Prayer Response

A Time of Sharing
Call to Offering

Doxology (in unison)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;

Praise God, all creatures here below;

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

Prayer of Dedication (in unison)
Faithful God, we gratefully return to You a portion of our

blessings that they may be used to make a difference in the

life of this congregation, this community and somehow touch

others throughout this global world. May others become

blessed by our blessings. Amen.

Anthem Hans Leo Hassler

Dixit Maria

Jesse Bobbitt, Gwendolyn DeLaney,

Shaun McGrath, Noah Hamrick

“Mary said to the Angel:

Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord,

let it be done to me, according to your word.”

The Reading of God’s Word Darren Toms

Matthew 2:1-12

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of

Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking,

“Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we

observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him

homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and

all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests

and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the

Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea;

for so it has been written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem,

in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of

Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my

people Israel.’” Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and

learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared.

Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search

diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me

word so that I may also go and pay him homage.”



When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of

them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it

stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that

the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On

entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother;

and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their

treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense,

and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to

Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

Reflection Rev. Joanna D’Agostino

2022 Star Word: Rooted

Closing Hymn # 167

Go, Tell It On the Mountain

Benediction

Postlude Menotti

March of the Kings

Offering and Contribution Collection

Please consider fulfilling your pledges during this time. Financial

gifts are always welcome, and our church feels the call to

respond to the needs around us as they arise. Financial stability

allows us to do so more effectively. So, let us give generously of

our time, talent, and treasure to further the work of God in our

community. You can do so in the following ways:

● Writing and mailing a check to Lakewood Congregational

Church, 1375 W. Clifton Blvd., Lakewood, OH 44107

● Texting STEWARD to 44-321

● Sending a gift through your bank’s online bill pay

● By using the donate button on the church’s website

www.lcc-church.org

● Call the church office at (216) 221-9555 to discuss other

options

http://www.lcc-church.org


Mission Statement proclaims our common goal.

We strive to be a welcoming,

worshipping community of faith,

helping people discover and deepen

their relationship with God, growing as

disciples of Christ, and reaching out in

faith and loving service.

In keeping with the spirit of our Mission Statement,

Lakewood Congregational Church,

United Church of Christ,

is an Open and Affirming congregation.

We welcome people of all sexual orientation,

ages, differing abilities, and ethnic, economic,

and racial backgrounds into

the full life and ministry of our church.

We declare this in the name of the Still Speaking God,

whose Son, Jesus Christ, welcomed

all people into God’s circle of grace.


