
Lakewood Congregational Church
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ

Sunday, September 26, 2021

An Order of Worship to be followed in your home,

along with our Livestream Service at 10:00 am

Welcome and Announcements

If you are new among us, welcome. Please know we are glad

you’re here; you’re welcome in our remote community and

you’re welcome in our physical community when the time is

right.

At Lakewood Congregational Church, we strive to be people of

extravagant welcome. Whether you are young or old, gay or

straight, single or partnered, happy or sad, confused or inspired,

street smart or college-educated, whether you can’t pay your

bills or you have more than enough to share—no matter who you

are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here in

this place, to worship a loving God who welcomes us all. As I

stand in this sanctuary I join my heart with you and I pray that

you might feel the refuge of this space.

May the Peace of Christ be with you. Let us worship God.

LCC EVENTS: September 26 - October 3

● Sunday, September 26, Worship, Faith Formation, Bible

Presentation, Coffee Hour

● Monday, September 27, 7:00pm: AA

● Thursday, September 30, 7:30pm: AA

● 6:45pm: Handbell rehearsal

● 8:00pm: Chancel Choir rehearsal

● Sunday, October 3, Worship for All Ages, Coffee Hour



Gathering Anthem traditional, arr. Copland/Wilding

At The River

LCC Chancel Choir

Call to Worship (from Psalm 124)

One: If we didn’t have God on our side, when it seems

everyone is against us,

Many: We would be defeated by violent anger; swept away

by a flood of rage

One: But God never leaves us.

Many: God never abandons us.

One: Instead we are free as a bird in flight.

Many: God’s strong name is our help, the same God who

made heaven and earth.

Prayer of Invocation (in unison)
Eternal God, you create us and you rescue us from our trials.
Abide with us now. Teach us that your power is a safety net that
will restore us every time we stumble. Grant us the courage to be
Christ to the world, offering hope and gladness to our neighbors
near and far, and building a church founded on abundant faith and
love. Amen.

Opening Hymn # 88

All My Hope on God Is Founded

Sacrament of Holy Baptism
Jordan Mae Blasko

Baptism Response Justin Roberts

Glad You’re Here

Noah Hamrick, bass; Tim Hampton, percussion,

Ben Malkevitch, piano

Faith Formation and Presentation of Bibles
Today we present bibles to our kindergarteners and 6

th
graders.

Following the presentation, youth (preK-8
th

grade)are released

from worship to go to their Faith Formation classes.

A Time of Prayer
The Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us

our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not

into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for Thine is

the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.

Amen.

Prayer Response Weave # 485

A Time of Sharing
Call to Offering

Doxology (in unison)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;

Praise God, all creatures here below;

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

Prayer of Dedication (in unison)
May these tangible gifts and all the intangible gifts we share

among us make known to the world that God is within us and

among us. Amen.

The Reading of God’s Word Patti Komperda

Esther 7:1-6, 9-10, 9:20-22



So the king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. On

the second day, as they were drinking wine, the king again said

to Esther, ‘What is your petition, Queen Esther? It shall be

granted you. And what is your request? Even to the half of my

kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.’ Then Queen Esther answered, ‘If I

have won your favour, O king, and if it pleases the king, let my

life be given me—that is my petition—and the lives of my

people—that is my request. For we have been sold, I and my

people, to be destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. If

we had been sold merely as slaves, men and women, I would

have held my peace; but no enemy can compensate for this

damage to the king.’ Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther,

‘Who is he, and where is he, who has presumed to do this?’

Esther said, ‘A foe and enemy, this wicked Haman!’ Then Haman

was terrified before the king and the queen. Then Harbona, one

of the eunuchs in attendance on the king, said, ‘Look, the very

gallows that Haman has prepared for Mordecai, whose word

saved the king, stands at Haman’s house, fifty cubits high.’ And

the king said, ‘Hang him on that.’ So they hanged Haman on the

gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then the anger of

the king abated.

Mordecai recorded these things, and sent letters to all the Jews

who were in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus, both near and

far, enjoining them that they should keep the fourteenth day of

the month Adar and also the fifteenth day of the same month,

year by year, as the days on which the Jews gained relief from

their enemies, and as the month that had been turned for them

from sorrow into gladness and from mourning into a holiday;

that they should make them days of feasting and gladness, days

for sending gifts of food to one another and presents to the

poor.

Reflection Rev. Joanna D’Agostino

Closing Hymn # 373

Be In Our Midst, O Christ

Benediction

Postlude James Pethel

Like a River Glorious

Ben Malkevitch, organ

White Rose on the Altar

The White Rose on the altar is in celebration of the baptism of

Jordan Mae Blasko, daughter of John and Lisa (Attinoto) Blasko.

Her proud grandparents are Nancy Chidsey and Donavin Hankins,

and Terri and Jude Blasko. Jordan was born on August 28, 2020.

Offering and Contribution Collection

Please consider fulfilling your pledges during this time. Financial

gifts are always welcome, and our church feels the call to

respond to the needs around us as they arise. Financial stability

allows us to do so more effectively. So, let us give generously of

our time, talent, and treasure to further the work of God in our

community. You can do so in the following ways:

● Writing and mailing a check to Lakewood Congregational

Church, 1375 W. Clifton Blvd., Lakewood, OH 44107

● Texting STEWARD to 44-321

● Sending a gift through your bank’s online bill pay

● By using the donate button on the church’s website

www.lcc-church.org

● Call the church office at (216) 221-9555 to discuss other

options

http://www.lcc-church.org


Mission Statement proclaims our common goal.

We strive to be a welcoming,

worshipping community of faith,

helping people discover and deepen

their relationship with God, growing as

disciples of Christ, and reaching out in

faith and loving service.

In keeping with the spirit of our Mission Statement,

Lakewood Congregational Church,

United Church of Christ,

is an Open and Affirming congregation.

We welcome people of all sexual orientation,

ages, differing abilities, and ethnic, economic,

and racial backgrounds into

the full life and ministry of our church.

We declare this in the name of the Still Speaking God,

whose Son, Jesus Christ, welcomed

all people into God’s circle of grace.


