Lakewood Congregational Church
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ

Sunday, August 8, 2021

An Order of Worship to be followed in your home,
along with our Livestream Service at 10:00 am

Welcome and Ahnouncements

If you are new among us, welcome. Please know we are glad
you’re here; you’re welcome in our remote community and
you’re welcome in our physical community when the time is
right.

At Lakewood Congregational Church, we strive to be people of
extravagant welcome. Whether you are young or old, gay or
straight, single or partnered, happy or sad, confused or inspired,
street smart or college-educated, whether you can’t pay your
bills or you have more than enough to share—no matter who you
are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here in
this place, to worship a loving God who welcomes us all. As |
stand in this sanctuary | join my heart with you and | pray that
you might feel the refuge of this space.

May the Peace of Christ be with you. Let us worship God.

Alfred Fedak
Wordless Song within the Waters
LCC Summer Pick-Up Choir

Prelude



Call to Worship

One:

Out of the depths | cry to you, O God:

Many: We hunger for the bread of life, O Jesus, and we thirst

for you, O God.

O God, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the

voice of my supplications!

Many: We hunger for the bread of life, O Jesus, and we thirst
for you, O God.

One: There is forgiveness with you and | wait for you O God,
my soul waits, for

Many: We hunger for the bread of life, O Jesus, and we thirst

for you, O God.

In your words | hope. My soul waits for you, God, more

than those who watch for the morning, more than those

who watch for the morning:

Many: We hunger for the bread of life, O Jesus,and we thirst
for you, O God.

One:

One:

Prayer of Invocation (in unison)

God of Healing and Transformation,

we hunger and thirst for your abundant life.

we bring you our sorrow and ask for the bread of joy;

we bring you our despair and ask for the bread of hope;

we bring you our weariness and ask for the bread of
inspiration.

Meet us here. We need the bread of heaven to sustain us for
our journey to find our way, that we may we be one with
you. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Opening Hymn

Exod. 13:21; 16:4; 17:6; Ps. 105:39-44; Rev. 22:1-2

[see insert]
Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer

Guide Me, O My Great Redeemer

William Williams, 1745
St. 1, transl. Peter Williams, 1771; alt.
St. 2-3, transl. William Williams, 1772; alt.
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A Time of Prayer
The Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for Thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.
Amen.

A Time of Sharing
Call to Offering

Offertory Edvard Grieg
Poeme
Ben Malkevitch, organ
Doxology (in unison)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication (in unison)

God of love, we give thanks and ask for blessings on all our
gifts.

May they be pleasing in your sight.

The Reading of God’s Word Maic D’Agostino
John 6:35, 41-51

35 Jesus said to them, “l am the bread of life. Whoever comes
to me will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will
never be thirsty. 41 Then the Jews began to complain about him
because he said, “| am the bread that came down from heaven.”
42 They were saying, “Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph,
whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, ‘I have
come down from heaven’?” 43 Jesus answered them, “Do not
complain among yourselves. 44 No one can come to me unless
drawn by the Father who sent me; and | will raise that person up
on the last day. 45 It is written in the prophets, ‘And they shall
all be taught by God.’ Everyone who has heard and learned from
the Father comes to me. 46 Not that anyone has seen the Father
except the one who is from God; he has seen the Father. 47
Very truly, | tell you, whoever believes has eternal life. 48 | am
the bread of life. 49 Your ancestors ate the manna in the
wilderness, and they died. 50 This is the bread that comes down
from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. 51 | am the
living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this
bread will live forever; and the bread that | will give for the life
of the world is my flesh.”

Reflection Rev. Joanna D’Agostino

Closing Hymn # 628
Precious Lord, Take My Hand

Benediction



Postlude Lani Smith
Carillon
Ben Malkevitch, organ

LCC EVENTS: August 8 - August 15

Sunday, August 8, 10:00am: Worship with Coffee Hour
Sunday, August 8, 7:00pm, S'moretime with God
Thursday, August 12, 7:00pm: AA

Sunday, August 15, 10:00am: Worship, Blessing of the
Backpacks with Coffee Hour

e Sunday, August 15, 11:15am, Youth Group (6th-12th
grades)

Offering and Contribution Collection
Please consider fulfilling your pledges during this time. Financial gifts
are always welcome, and our church feels the call to respond to the
needs around us as they arise. Financial stability allows us to do so
more effectively. So, let us give generously of our time, talent, and
treasure to further the work of God in our community. You can do so
in the following ways:
e Writing and mailing a check to Lakewood Congregational
Church, 1375 W. Clifton Blvd., Lakewood, OH 44107
Texting STEWARD to 44-321
Sending a gift through your bank’s online bill pay
By using the donate button on the church’s website
www.lcc-church.org
e Call the church office at (216) 221-9555 to discuss other
options

Mission Statement proclaims our common goal.
We strive to be a welcoming,
worshipping community of faith,
helping people discover and deepen
their relationship with God, growing as
disciples of Christ, and reaching out in
faith and loving service.

In keeping with the spirit of our Mission Statement,
Lakewood Congregational Church,
United Church of Christ,
is an Open and Affirming congregation.

We welcome people of all sexual orientation,
ages, differing abilities, and ethnic, economic,
and racial backgrounds into
the full life and ministry of our church.

We declare this in the name of the Still Speaking God,
whose Son, Jesus Christ, welcomed
all people into God'’s circle of grace.
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