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From the PastorFrom the Pastor

Dear Church, 

As we welcome a new month, let’s put the most
important thing first: in order to celebrate birthdays
at LCC, since we can’t have our regular Birthday
Sundays and KB Confections sheet cake, go to KB
Confections and get your free cupcake courtesy of
LCC. Some traditions are too important to lose, so
this is our little way of supporting KB Confections and
celebrating the beautiful moment when God brought
you into the world. Just let them know you are from
LCC. I might ask Dave Ragone to record a speed
reading of the monthly names too because, like I
said, some traditions are too important to lose.

Other important things: this week you will be
receiving a Rally Day letter with important
information about the upcoming season. Rally Day is
September 13. We are so excited to tell you about
our 12-week series on the Beatitudes for both
worship and Family Faith Formation. After a
successful Blessings at Beck last month, we’re
considering more opportunities for outdoor gathering
while the weather is nice.

We’re also excited to start Zoom Coffee Hour (2nd

and 4th Sundays at 11:00) and Zoom Prayer Group
(1st and 3rd Sundays at 11:00)-depending on in
person events. We are learning about the best ways
to keep these opportunities organized so people
aren’t talking over each other, including Zoom
breakout rooms, guided conversations, and so on.
I’ve had the honor of donning my mask, keeping my
space, and teaching a couple of you how to use
Zoom in person.

Download Letter

Karen has also been very supportive in these learning
curves. Call the church office if you would like
support in connecting to Zoom or need any other
tech advice. If we can’t help you, we’ll try to find
someone who can.

September will be a particularly unique month for
many of our staff and leadership at LCC, as many of
us have kids beginning a new school year and young
adults off to college, and our dear Ben Malkevitch is
getting married to his beloved Kate on September
6th. We are always here to serve God through this
church the best way we know how, and always
working to balance our ministry and our personal
commitments. We do covet and appreciate your
prayers and your grace, but remember that it is our
joy and honor to be present with you on your
journey, so if you’re in need of connection, never
hesitate to reach out.

Finally, a few reminders: you are worthy of every
ounce of God’s love. Love God, love your neighbor,
love yourself. Perfect love casts out fear. Seek the
blessings every day. Stay connected.

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Joanna

PS: Our Covid-19 Advisory Team is supporting
outdoor small group gatherings of 10 or less,
following safety guidelines, in addition to our
Blessings at Beck events. If you have a small group
that would like to meet, please contact the church
office for information. I am doing outdoor visits for
pastoral care. Contact me to make an
appointment. The Advisory Team will provide a
more detailed update about our current status soon.
Their next meeting is September 15. 

Offering and Contribution CollectionOffering and Contribution Collection
At this time of virtual services we do not have a set-aside time of offering, so we want to remind you
now that that we do hope that you will continue to fulfill your pledges during this time. Financial gifts are
always welcome, our church feels the call to respond to the needs around us as they arise. Financial
stability allows us to do so more effectively. So, let us give generously of our time, talent, treasure to
further the work of God in our community.

You can do so in the following ways:
Writing and mailing a check to Lakewood Congregational Church, 1375 W. Clifton Blvd.,
Lakewood, OH 44107
Texting STEWARD to 44-321
Sending a gift through your bank's online bill pay
Call the church office at (216) 221-9555 to discuss other options

LITURGIST SIGN UPLITURGIST SIGN UP
We love to see you in our online
worship services. If you are
interested in recording a Liturgy
for one of our upcoming services,
please use the link below.

Liturgist Sign-Up

GOD MOMENT SIGN UPGOD MOMENT SIGN UP
This is just a simple way to bring
more voices and familiar faces into
our Virtual Church services. Tell us
about a way you saw God working
in your life recently. Check out the
link for more details.

God Moment Sign-Up

SANCTUARY VISIT SIGN UPSANCTUARY VISIT SIGN UP
We are opening the Sanctuary up
for family visits. Please sign up
here to select a slot to have
some peaceful time in our
Sanctuary.

Sanctuary Sign-Up

LCC Office Schedule

Office Hours are: Monday - Thursday from 9am-12pm, There is now aThere is now a
mailbox by the West Clifton door for you to drop off mail after hours.mailbox by the West Clifton door for you to drop off mail after hours.
Email/phone messages will be checked remotely.

https://files.constantcontact.com/ff24af50801/93e3510f-0d5e-42f2-95cc-b8ef50c2d374.pdf
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0945AEAF2EABFF2-liturgist
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0945AEAF2EABFF2-godmoments
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0945AEAF2EABFF2-sanctuary


INSTANT CHURCH DIRECTORY

LCC’s Membership Directory is online for you toLCC’s Membership Directory is online for you to
use on the go!use on the go!
Only members whose email is in the directory can
have access to the information. It is available on
your computer or as an app on your phone.
Please make sure to update the office if you have
any changes to your information. 

Instant Church Directory

Music NotesMusic Notes

Have You Hurd the Good News?

I’m willing to bet that, whatever your vocation is in
life, there are superstars in your field: the Beyoncés,
the Meryl Streeps, the Warren Buffetts. I’m also
willing to bet there are people who, maybe because
they are humble or because they work out of the
limelight, are not as well-known as the superstars,
but are universally known and respected as unsung
heroes. Among organists and composers of sacred
music, one such unsung hero is David Hurd.

If I told you that Mr. Hurd was awarded first prize in
organ performance at the International Congress of
Organists in 1977, had studied at Juilliard as a teen,
then at Oberlin and then in the Netherlands, and that
his choral and organ works are now performed
around Europe and the U.S., what would be your
assumptions? If your name is me, you might assume
that he had grown up as a choirboy somewhere in
England and hopped the pond for his training, as is
the story of so many respected composers of sacred
music. In actually, Mr. Hurd grew up in the Black
community in Brooklyn, New York, before becoming
one of the world’s top flight of organists.

My choir director and organist colleague across the
street at St. Peter’s, Michael Miller, shared with me
(without knowing I was writing this article) that he
knew David Hurd. He spoke to Mr. Hurd’s gentility,
awesome musicianship, and wry, understated sense
of humor. He is so understated that you will be hard-
pressed to find a recording of his playing online. But
I am going to share a few links to performances of
his compositions:

Let the Peace of Christ Rule in Your Hearts - a
spirited and lofty anthem for choir and organ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TzpJxcxsob4

“Gloria" from Missa brevis - a joyous, rhythmically
complex setting of this text.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hygc3cVFaIs

Love Bade Me Welcome - an a cappella anthem sung
by the Georgia Boys’ Choir
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=No-ULpBZGio

If you have time to watch just one, please watch this
last one; I find the image and sound of these
talented boys of many races joining voices together
to praise God deeply inspiring at a time when racial
harmony seems a daunting goal. If they can do it, so
can we as a society, and creators of incredible gifts
such as David Hurd can help show us the way.

I will be sharing more about our plans for the fall
musical season at Lakewood Congregational in the
mail along with your Rally Day letters, but here is a
preview of coming attractions:

1) Our virtual choir will start back up for Rally Day
and sing hymns every week, whether our quartet of
soloists or a larger group, as well as our fuller
ensemble every other week. We’ll also be sharing
anthems at least once a month and hearing from
talented singers and instrumentalists in the
congregation, as well as guest musicians. And we’ll
have a larger singing project at some point in the fall,
similar to our “Rainbow Connection” project last
spring. 

2) Our Handbell Choir will be rehearsing in
September with newly refurbished equipment and
sharing our ringing with you in services once a
month.

3) We’ll be putting together some additional
performances from the Sanctuary for online
distribution. In the meantime, I encourage you to
enjoy performances online this September 7 and 21
by Les Délices - https://www.lesdelices.org/

Lastly, a huge thanks to Tim and Anna Hampton, the
Warren family, Mike Galloway, Michael Komperda,
and Ariel Karas, whose beautiful music-making
graced the Beck Center parking lot for our drive-
through communion service on August 23.

Thanks for reading,
Ben

Download Letter

Children, Youth, and Family Ministries:Children, Youth, and Family Ministries:

Hello, Church Family!

Welcome to this next season of life together as members and friends of Lakewood Congregational Church! We’ve
already had some slightly cooler days and I believe I can smell the pumpkin spice in the wind. In this transition of
seasons, we welcome a new start to our church life.

I know that it can seem as if nothing is quite the same as before, but I assure you that that is not true. Who we
are as a church family remains strong. Each one of us is loved by God and loved by one another. We are moving
forward together in worship, faith formation, and mission, knowing that nothing can separate us from that love.

Our theme verse for the 2020-2021 school year is Romans 8:39, “Nothing can separate us from the love of God.”
To expand on that, check out Romans 8:35-39 from The Message:

“Do you think anyone is going to be able to drive a wedge between us and Christ’s love for us? There is no way!
Not trouble, not hard times, not hatred, not hunger, not homelessness, not bullying threats, not backstabbing, not
even the worst sins listed in Scripture: ‘They kill us in cold blood because they hate you. We’re sitting ducks; they
pick us off one by one.’

None of this fazes us because Jesus loves us. I’m absolutely convinced that nothing—nothing living or dead,
angelic or demonic, today or tomorrow, high or low, thinkable or unthinkable—absolutely nothing can get between
us and God’s love because of the way that Jesus our Master has embraced us.”

I don’t know about you, but those verses give me comfort. Nothing can separate us from the love of God...not
even a pandemic.

Thank you for remaining active in our church ministries, even though it is different and may be challenging. And, if
you haven’t been able to be very active, that’s okay. I hope that everyone will be able to participate in our
upcoming opportunities to grow together in faith and friendship. If you have any trouble at all connecting with
others and/or connecting to our online opportunities, please contact the office so we can help you out.

God loves you and so do I.
Many blessings, Rachel Burns
Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries
Faith Formation Registration

Upcoming Events for Children, Youth, & Families (more info in the Rally Day Letter)Upcoming Events for Children, Youth, & Families (more info in the Rally Day Letter)
Sept. 12          Youth Service Project with RallyCLE
Sept. 13         Rally Day and the kick off or our new series, The Beatitudes
Sept. 14          7pm, Parent/Caregiver Chat at Lakewood Park
Sept. 20          7pm, Youth Group at Kauffman Park
Sept. 27          7pm, Confirmation Information Meeting
Sept. 28          6:30pm, Kid’s Fun on Zoom

*More info to come on these events, including if they will be virtual or in-person. But, please mark your
calendars! Be sure you are signed up for text alerts and/or in our Facebook group to receive updates.
Info on how to sign up/join is below under “Stay Up To Date.”

https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TzpJxcxsob4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hygc3cVFaIs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=No-ULpBZGio
https://www.lesdelices.org/
https://files.constantcontact.com/ff24af50801/c80f13a0-7290-40c9-80b2-3a9fa9aa509f.pdf


Stay Up to Date with all of our happenings for Children, Youth & Families!
Families with children and youth who are active in our church are welcome to join our Facebook group:
Lakewood Congregational Church Children & Youth.
All ages are invited to follow our new Instagram account! @lcc_cyf
Please sign up for text alerts about our children and youth ministry through Remind.

Parents of children in 5th grade or under- send a text to 81010 with this message: @gae42kk
Youth and parents of youth - send a text to 81010 with this message: @ae6g96

Keeping Connected: If you have a college student in your household, please send us a current address
- we send them a little love from LCC throughout the year. Email to: rachel@lcc-church.org

Printable Spotlight Form

Will you be In The Spotlight?

In the Spring, we enjoyed learning more about our
youth through our In The Spotlight videos. Now, ALL
AGES are invited to participate! Please follow the link
and answer the questions and then email a recent
picture of yourself to Rachel. rachel@lcc-church.org A
graphic of your answers and picture will be created and
shared through email and social media. Thank you for
helping us get to know you better and helping us all
feel connected. 

Spotlight Electronic Form

Haynes Covid-19 Plan for the 2020/2021 School Year

Haynes Covid-19 Letter

OUTREACH/INREACH NEWS

LCCLCC
We will still be offering our monthly Community Meal on

Thursday, September 3Thursday, September 3

Thanks to our helpers - Frank and Jennifer Schwelik,
David Ragone, Jan Young and Susan Walker (she also
made delicious cookies for our guests!)

We had 23 people drive up/walk up and 43 meals were
distributed. Our cost for the meal was $67.85.

We would like volunteers to meet us at 4:30pm to
assemble the meal. Please contact the office if you are
interested.

Our next meal will be Sept 3 with Jan Young and Susan
Walker being the coordinators.

Thank you again for assisting in this important ministry
for our church and community.

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED FOR THEVOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED FOR THE
AUGUST MEAL STARTING AT 4:30PMAUGUST MEAL STARTING AT 4:30PM

TRINITY LUTHERAN:TRINITY LUTHERAN:

Monday, September 7: 6pm
Saturday, September 19:
12pm

Volunteers are needed for two shifts
for each meal.

TRINITY PANTRY:

Saturday, September 26:
10:00am-12:00pm

Volunteers are welcome between
9:00am-9:30am to help with the

pre-bagging of goods.

Since the church has been closed for services, we have been unable to collect donations for Hunger
Sundays. If you were previously donating to Hunger Sundays and have the means to continue to give, we
encourage you to make donations to support those with food insecurity. Two local organizations that
could be donated to are the Cleveland Food Bank and the Lakewood Community Service Center.

CLOTHING DRIVE FOR COMMON THREADSCLOTHING DRIVE FOR COMMON THREADS

It seems like many of us have spent some of this social distancing time cleaning out our closets. If that’s
you and you’re trying to figure out where to donate items you no longer need, look no further! On
Saturday, September 19 from 10 am – noonSaturday, September 19 from 10 am – noon, we will be collecting used clothing, books, household goods,
shoes, and furniture to be donated to Common Threads.

We’ll be in the back parking lot (enter off Detroit and pull up to the elevator door entrance). Volunteers
will unload your car into the delivery cars.

mailto:rachel@lcc-church.org
https://files.constantcontact.com/ff24af50801/906ae9c7-f13d-4eb9-baed-892b1263afec.pdf
mailto:rachel@lcc-church.org
https://forms.gle/TLGHGpkj7nimjj1MA
https://lcc-church.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/HaynesWebCOVID.docx.pdf
https://www.greaterclevelandfoodbank.org/
https://www.lcsclakewood.org/


Common Threads is a thrift shop run by Building Hope in the City, an organization that LCC has been
involved with over the last couple of years by participating in and supporting Rally CLE last September and
also through their programs with The Hope Center for Refugees and Immigrants. Their mission is to:
Advance the good of the city. Magnify the mission of Jesus. Unleash the capability of underestimated
people.
The Common Threads store is located near on Lorain near W. 220th in Fairview Park but they are opening
a second store in Brook Park and need items right now.
Please contact the church office (216-221-9555) with any questions. Thanks!

On Thursday, September 3, 2020 at 8:00amThursday, September 3, 2020 at 8:00am, the United Church of Canada is hosting a Zimbabwe Online
Conference, featuring speakers from Global Ministries partners and Global Ministries Africa Executive,
Reverend Marco A. Cable. 
The Zimbabwe Online Conference will:

Create space to reflect on common anger, lament, action, and celebration
Recognize and amplify local partners voices for growth in advocacy
Discern possibilities
Build strong partnership understanding of the Zimbabwe context
Seeking ways to accompany partners in areas of conflict and tension

To join the Zoom meeting on Thursday, September 3, 2020, visit:
https://united-church.zoom.us/j/91823245599?pwd=REFMeUJpeUhHUVBCYXVKaHBoVGtsZz09

Meeting ID: 918 2324 5599
Password: 833491

LCC Meetings/News/EVENTS

JOIN YOUR LCC FAMILY FOR THESE SEPTEMBER EVENTS
All in-person gatherings are limited to 10 people or less

and require sign-up in advance

Tuesday, September 1Tuesday, September 1, 7pm: Book Talk, We Make the Road by Walking (Zoom)
Thursday, Thursday, September 3September 3,, 8am: Global Ministries, Zimbabwe Online Conference
Sunday, September 6: Sunday, September 6: 11:00am: Zoom Prayer Group
Wednesday, September 9Wednesday, September 9, 6:30pm: Friend's Circle (RSVP: Debbi: 440-554-8798)

Saturday, September 12,Saturday, September 12, 9:00am: Second Saturday (Zoom)
Saturday, September 12Saturday, September 12: Youth Service Project with RallyCLE
Sunday, September 13,Sunday, September 13, 10am: Rally Day
11:00am: Zoom Coffee Hour
Monday, September 14,Monday, September 14, 7pm: Parent/Caregiver Chat at Lakewood Park
Wednesday, September 16,Wednesday, September 16, 7pm: God In Our Lives, (Zoom)
Saturday, September 19,Saturday, September 19, 10am-12pm: Clothing Drive at LCC
Sunday, September 20,Sunday, September 20, 11:00am: Blessing at Beck/Bible Presentations for Youth (no Zoom

Prayer Group)
7pm: Youth Group at Kaufmann Park
Tuesday, September 22,Tuesday, September 22, 7pm: Men's Group (RVSP: Richard: 216-228-9555)

Sunday, September 27,Sunday, September 27, 11:00am: Zoom Coffee Hour
7pm: Confirmation Information Meeting
Monday, September 28,Monday, September 28, 6:30pm: Kid's Fun (Zoom)

E-mail the church office to sign up for these zoom events. llccstaff@lcc-church.org

Each month, several women in our church family meet for an hour on the second Saturday of the month
at 9 am. Many of us have been doing this for years but we welcome anyone to join. One of us plans a
discussion topic but the hour is also spent talking about what's happening in our lives and many times,
how our faith plays a part. We end the hour with prayer. It's very diverse group age wise - we have 20
somethings and 60 somethings and a lot in between.

We will be meeting on Saturday, September 12, 9 amSaturday, September 12, 9 am via Zoom.

https://donate.globalministries.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2funited-church.zoom.us%2fj%2f91823245599%3fpwd%3dREFMeUJpeUhHUVBCYXVKaHBoVGtsZz09%23success&srcid=16627&srctid=1&erid=11464199&trid=c3015252-dc6f-447f-879c-13ebeec084ba
mailto:lccstaff@lcc-church.org


There's no preparation needed and any if any of you would like to join us please RSVP for the email link.
We'd love to get to know you better at Second Saturday. Join us!

RSVP FOR SECOND SATURDAY

God in Our Lives:God in Our Lives:

Wednesday, September 16,
7pm: Paula Deal



RSVP

God in Our Lives began many years ago as a
Lenten series. Members shared their faith
journeys and talked about the path that led to
LCC. We learned if religion was a part of
someone's early story, if they fell away from
church and/or what made them stay or brought
them back. We found out how we are different
and how we are the same. The presenter speaks
for about 30 minutes and then answers
questions or takes comments.

During this time of social distancing, it seemed
like a good time to revisit this program and
connect with others at LCC. On
Wednesday, September 16 at 7pm PaulaSeptember 16 at 7pm Paula
DealDeal  will share her faith journey with us via
Zoom. If you are interested, please RSVP and a
link will be emailed to you. Please Join Us!

Our Jewish brethren have a custom of a ten-man minimum group size
for for certain religious rituals, called a minyan. 
LCC's minyan counterpart will be a maximum of ten men
gathering on Tuesday, September 22nd @ 7 pm in Tom
Leatherman's backyard at 1031 Kenneth (rain date September
23rd). Bring any beverage or snack food you want, and probably pizza
will be ordered. 
RSVP to Richard Foote at 216-228-9555 or send him an email If more

than ten men are interested, there will be another meeting opportunity later this year. you have to cancel,
let Richard know, to open up a spot for others.  

The LCC Friends Circle is open to all women in the Church.
September Event:
When: Wednesday, September 9, 6:30pm
Where: Clifton Beach
What: It is a "bring your own food/beverage" event.
The Info: It is a maximum gathering of 10 people. If there is
additional interested people, we will communicate a second
opportunity.

RSVP to Debbi Kasper at 440-554-8798
(if you need to cancel, please let her know as well to open up a spot for others)

Our annual LCC Paver Brick Sale
(for the Centennial Garden) will
begin June 1 and orders will be
due by September 1, 2020. Look
for more information and order
forms in the June Columns. 

DOWNLOAD ORDER FORM

Don't forget to let the church
office know if you want yourself
or someone else prayed for by
the LCC Prayer Chain.
Good Health and Peace to
everyone in our church family at
this stressful time.

Our puzzle exchange has moved
back to church! Stop by during
office hours (Mon-Thur, 9am-
Noon) to add to the collection or
borrow puzzles. You can also
check out our books on display to
add to your summer reading!

Adam LusterAdam Luster
Vicki KresslerVicki Kressler
Sarah WintersSarah Winters
David BakerDavid Baker
David KempDavid Kemp

Linda BrockmanLinda Brockman
Amos D'AgostinoAmos D'Agostino
Bely StockmanBely Stockman

Tess ParkerTess Parker
Steve SchuldtSteve Schuldt

Debbie LangenhopDebbie Langenhop
Ella AtfieldElla Atfield

Erica RedmanErica Redman
Cate SchleckmanCate Schleckman

Ian TaylorIan Taylor
Kim MitchellKim Mitchell
Sarah ClarkSarah Clark

Maic D'AgostinoMaic D'Agostino
Peggy WardinPeggy Wardin

Kim TaylorKim Taylor
Gloria Van PeerenGloria Van Peeren
Kristopher PayneKristopher Payne
George GrahamGeorge Graham

Lisa Harvey SmithLisa Harvey Smith
Rosalie BanyaszRosalie Banyasz

Steven OttSteven Ott
Earl GottliebEarl Gottlieb
Jon TaylorJon Taylor

Doug & Erica RedmanDoug & Erica Redman
Mark & Cindy StockmanMark & Cindy Stockman

Joann & Tim RiordanJoann & Tim Riordan
Chris & Christy GrayChris & Christy Gray

Keith & Lisa Harvey SmithKeith & Lisa Harvey Smith
Rich & Marian KenneyRich & Marian Kenney
Peter & Cathy KuhnPeter & Cathy Kuhn

Sarah & Paul PierceSarah & Paul Pierce
John & Marguerite HarknessJohn & Marguerite Harkness

George & Sally AlkireGeorge & Sally Alkire
David & Valerie MechenbierDavid & Valerie Mechenbier
David & Bethany ZuiderveldDavid & Bethany Zuiderveld

Harry & Ann BrockmanHarry & Ann Brockman
Gary & Debbie De MarsGary & Debbie De Mars

David & Laura Sangree (8/30)David & Laura Sangree (8/30)

mailto:lccstaff@lcc-church.org
mailto:lccstaff@lcc-church.org
mailto:rcfoote@prodigy.net
https://files.constantcontact.com/ff24af50801/f451586d-7072-4c8b-95eb-615e4d9b07bd.pdf

