
 

 
 
 
 

 
September 2020 
 
Dear Lakewood Congregational Church Family and Friends, 
 
LCC’s first ever Remote Rally Day will be September 13th! We’re excited to kick off a 
Worship and Family Faith Formation series on The Beatitudes.  

 
Perhaps you have heard my Life Anthem, “Church” by Samm Henshaw*. You can’t listen to it without 
dancing. For a few months earlier this year and last, I posted it on Facebook nearly every Sunday morning 
so people could dance to the chorus: Wake up and get yourself to church! The music video follows a few 
storylines to remind us that it doesn’t matter where you are in life, or what you’ve got going on the rest 
of the day. Just wake up and get yourself to church. *https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I_8-P4eZ1jA  
 
This song was a favorite right away. I was the kid who thought a pew felt like home, the college student 
who still set my alarm on Sunday morning no matter what Saturday night entailed, and I’m still the one 
who researches churches to attend on vacation.  
 
Needless to say, I certainly never imagined we’d go this long without waking up and getting ourselves to 
the physical church building.  
 
And yet somehow the joy of the song hasn’t changed for me. “Wake up and get yourselves to church” is 
more than a literal invitation; it’s a way of navigating the world. When you wake up, where do you go? 
When you’re afraid, to whom do you turn? When you’re lonely, who do you call? When you’re unsure 
of the road ahead, what advice do you seek? In other words, do you wake up and get yourself into 
resentment and fear? Or do you wake up and get yourself to church: to the Gospel, to the Resurrection, 
to the Body of Christ, who always has your back when you’re down?  
 
This fall, as we look forward to the first ever remote Rally Day in the 115-year history of LCC, I am filled 
with hope that God continues to call us to Be the Church. We have an opportunity to walk a unique leg 
of our spiritual journey with Grace and authenticity, and an ever-strengthened bond between us, 
knowing that nothing can separate us from the love of God through Jesus Christ. That nothing can 
separate us from church, even when we have to be physically apart. 
 
With grace and peace 
Pastor Joanna 
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           September 2020 
 

Hello, Church Family!  
 
Welcome to this next season of life together as members and friends of Lakewood Congregational 
Church! We’ve already had some slightly cooler days and I believe I can smell the pumpkin spice in the 
wind. In this transition of seasons, we welcome a new start to our church life.  
 
I know that it can seem as if nothing is quite the same as before, but I assure you that that is not true. 
Who we are as a church family remains strong. Each one of us is loved by God and loved by one another. 
We are moving forward together in worship, faith formation, and mission, knowing that nothing can 
separate us from that love.  
 
Our theme verse for the 2020-2021 school year is Romans 8:39, “Nothing can separate us from the love 
of God.” To expand on that, check out Romans 8:35-39 from The Message:  
 

“Do you think anyone is going to be able to drive a wedge between us and Christ’s love for us? 
There is no way! Not trouble, not hard times, not hatred, not hunger, not homelessness, not 
bullying threats, not backstabbing, not even the worst sins listed in Scripture: ‘They kill us in cold 
blood because they hate you. We’re sitting ducks; they pick us off one by one.’ 

 
None of this fazes us because Jesus loves us. I’m absolutely convinced that nothing—nothing living 
or dead, angelic or demonic, today or tomorrow, high or low, thinkable or unthinkable—
absolutely nothing can get between us and God’s love because of the way that Jesus our Master 
has embraced us.” 

 
I don’t know about you, but those verses give me comfort. Nothing can separate us from the love of 
God...not even a pandemic.  
 
Thank you for remaining active in our church ministries, even though it is different and may be 
challenging. And, if you haven’t been able to be very active, that’s okay. I hope that everyone will be able 
to participate in our upcoming opportunities to grow together in faith and friendship. If you have any 
trouble at all connecting with others and/or connecting to our online opportunities, please contact the 
office so we can help you out.  
 
God loves you and so do I. 
Many blessings, Rachel Burns 
Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 
 
 
 
 
 
 



September 1, 2020 
 
A church's traditions have a way of speaking to what is at its heart. Three years ago, when I experienced 
my first Rally Day at Lakewood Congregational, I was deeply moved by the experience. I found myself 
welcomed into a church which was vibrant, full of music making and mirth, as well as a church of people 
on journey, both inward and outward, to walk in the footsteps of Jesus. In short, Lakewood 
Congregational is a blessed community of faith which has touched my life in countless ways. 

 
As I begin my fourth year at LCC, we will experience the clarion call of our choir, organ, and trumpet on 
Rally Day, but it will be from our homes, not the pews. I understand that we very much wish to be 
together in-person, but since unique circumstances are precluding that, I encourage you to remember 
that your home can be a Sanctuary that Sunday, indeed, every day. That community you love and miss 
in-person is still vital; for now, it is only slightly hampered by technology glitches and social distancing 
guidelines. It is a testimony to the resilience of our spirit as a congregation that we are making it through 
2020 together and, as things progress, we shall emerge from it stronger still. 

 
This fall, we will continue with hymns and anthems sung by our choir virtually. We will have more solos 
from our section leaders and members of our community, from instrumentalists in the congregation and 
guest musicians. Our Handbell choir will be rehearsing in a few weeks, so you'll be hearing from us too. 

 
Les Délices and CityMusic Cleveland, two of our partners in the arts, are programming virtual content 
this fall; CityMusic will be recording chamber music in our Sanctuary at the end of this month. Please 
stay tuned to their websites for details. We will also be having some online musical programming of our 
own outside of worship services; no dates are set but please stay tuned.  

 
I want to encourage you all to consider contributing to our Festival Arts fund. Contributions to Festival 
Arts have funded a refurbishing of our handbells this summer which will keep them in good condition 
for over a decade. Please help us fund additional recording technology, maintain our beautiful 
instruments, and augment our library of music. Your past contributions have been a boon for the music 
program and your further support will help fuel continued excellence at Lakewood Congregational. All 
donations are tax deductible. You can mail the church a check with “Festival Arts” written on the memo 
line, or you can give to the church online and send me an e-mail indicating that your donation is intended 
for Festival Arts. Your contributions matter and are greatly appreciated! 

 
A few weeks ago, when I took a straw poll of choir members, I suggested that, given everyone's busy 
lives, we might record hymns every other week instead of every week (with our soloists singing alternate 
weeks), Immediately, several choir members said they were more than glad to record every week! Their 
steadfastness and resilience can be an inspiration to us all. For our faith lives beyond the church's walls, 
overcomes pandemics, and guides us each and every day. Blessings to you in Christ! 
 

 
Ben Malkevitch 

Director of Music Ministries 
 



FALL OPPORTUNITIES TO “GET YOURSELF TO CHURCH” 

This fall, we’re planning a diversity of opportunities to meet the varying needs of our congregation. We 
encourage you to reach out to one another and to us and to be a part of keeping us all connected. For 

all in-person opportunities, please wear a mask and observe social distancing. We will have extra masks 
available if you forget or don't have one.  
 

Resources for Pick Up or Delivery (upon request): 

 Breathing in the Gospel (printed resource): We have compiled all of the reflections Karen Wagner 
wrote over the summer to make them available as a packet. They are such a blessing and a great 
way to bring study reflections into your home. 

 Faith Formation Printed materials 

 Upper Room/Daily Bread Devotionals (printed resource) 

 Hymnals to borrow 

 Church Library/Puzzle Swap (feel free to stop by during office hours/or arrange a time) 
 

Regular/Recurring Opportunities: 
Online Worship Services Sundays at 10:00 am  lcc-church.org/blog or 

YouTube 
No sign-up required 

“Virtch” will continue to include music, prayers, sermons, scripture readings from a variety of liturgists, and 
occasional updates from ministry partners.  

Faith Formation Videos Sundays at 10:00 am  lcc-church.org/blog or 
YouTube 

https://lcc-
church.org/lcc-forms/ 

Please help us keep our records up to date so we can correspond with our Faith Formation Families. All young 
people, grades 12 and younger, can be registered for the 2020-2021 school year on our website.  

Community Meal 1st Thursdays 4:30pm In-Person Contact Mike and Peggi 
Mizen 

Prayer Group 1st/3rd Sundays at 11am Zoom Zoom link provided by 
email on Saturday night 
or earlier upon request. 

We will gather remotely to share prayer requests and pray together. 

Coffee Hour 2nd/4th Sundays at 11am Zoom Zoom link provided by 
email on Saturday night 
or earlier upon request. 

This will be for light-hearted fellowship and discussion. 

We Make the Road by 
Walking Bible Study 

Schedule TBD by 
Interested Participants 

Zoom Contact the office if 
interested. 

We will begin a 2nd cohort of the We Make the Road by Walking Bible Study/Book Study using Brian McLaren’s 
book. Keep an eye out for more information how to join the group. 

Choir and 
Music  Fellowship 

Thursdays at 7pm Zoom Zoom link provided by 
email upon request, or 
contact Ben Malkevitch 

All music lovers are welcome. 

Les Délices and City 
Music Concerts Online 

See websites for up to date information Citymusiccleveland.org 
lesdélices.org 

Sanctuary Visits for 
prayer and reflection 

By appointment In-Person Sign Up for a slot through 
the office at 221-9555 

https://lcc-church.org/lcc-forms/
https://lcc-church.org/lcc-forms/


Special Events: 
Friend’s Circle Wednesday, Sept. 9, 

6:30pm 
In-Person Event, 
RSVP required  

RSVP to Debi Kasper: 
440-554-8798 

Open to all women of the church. A second event will be scheduled if there is interest.  

Second Saturday Saturday, Sept. 12, 
9:00am 

Zoom Email the office if you 
are interested. 

Open to all women of the church, for an hour of discussion. 

Youth Service Project with RallyCLE  Saturday, Sept. 12 In-Person  
(Youth: grades 6-12) 

Contact Rachel for 
questions 

Youth are invited to help paint a mural with RallyCLE, a day of mission through Building Hope in the City. There 
are 2 shifts, which are each open to 6-7 youth. Sign-up as soon as possible by emailing Sharon Schuldt, 
sharon@buildinghopeinthecity.org. Then you will receive a link to officially register with RallyCLE. Our group 
will be led by Sharon and Rachel. Shift 1: 9:30am-1:30pm, Shift 2: 1:30pm-4:30pm. Food/ water will be provided 
but you may also bring your own. Sharon will be providing you more info and be able to answer any questions. 

Parent/Caregiver Chat  Monday, Sept. 14, 
7:00pm 

In-Person at 
Lakewood Park 

Contact Rachel for 
questions 

Please bring a chair or blanket to sit on and a mask. This will be a great time to see each other, catch up, make 
new friends, and continue building friendships. 

Prayer Shawl Monday, Sept. 14, 
7:00pm 

Zoom Contact the office for 
the link. 

God In Our Lives Wednesday, Sept. 16, 
7:00pm 

Zoom Contact the office for 
the link. 

Paula Deal will share her faith journey. 
Clothing Drive at LCC Saturday, Sept. 19, 

10am-12pm 
LCC parking lot See The Columns for 

more information 

We will be collecting used clothing, books, household goods, shoes, and furniture to be donated to Common 
Threads, in support of Building Hope in the City. 

Blessings at Beck/Bible Presentation 
for Youth 

Sunday, Sept. 20, 
11:00am-12:00pm 

In-Person/drive-thru 
event 

 

With Communion and music, this event will take place once a month as long as the weather allows. Please RSVP 
to Karen (216.221.9555) if your kindergartener or 6th grader needs a bible. 

Youth Group  Sunday, Sept. 20, 
7:00pm 

In-Person at 
Kaufman Park 

Contact Rachel for 
questions 

Please bring a chair or blanket to sit on and a mask. This will be a great time to see each other, catch up, make 
new friends, and continue building friendships. 

Men’s Group Tuesday, Sept. 22, 
7:00pm 

In-Person Event, 
RSVP required 

RSVP to Richard 
Foote (216-228-
9555) 

Open to all men of the church. A second event will be scheduled if there is interest.  

Open Air Worship Sunday, Sept. 27, 
11:00am 

In-Person Event  

This is an in-person event with music and a brief message at the newly-dedicated Bernice Pyke Park (between 
Belle and St. Charles) in Lakewood. Look for more information as the date approaches (rain date: October 4) 
 

 
 
Special Events (continued): 
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Covid-19 Advisory Team Update: 
The next meeting of our Covid-19 Advisory Team is September 15th. Following that meeting, we will share 
an update about the status for in-person, indoor worship. Thank you for your patience and 
understanding. 
 
Please see The Columns Newsletter (sent via email and posted at lcc-church.org for more details in 
weekly/monthly events). 
 
Zoom links and passwords for events can be requested through the office. Recurring events (such as 
Prayer Group/Coffee Hour) will be available in the Saturday email with the Worship Service link. If you 
need any assistance or have questions about Zoom and connecting, please contact the office at 
216.221.9555 or karen@lcc-church.org.  
 
 

Confirmation Information Meeting Sunday, Sept. 27, 
7pm, 

Location TBD Please sign up to 
attend by emailing 
Rachel rachel@lcc-
church.org 

This meeting is for parents/caregivers of 7th and 8th graders who would like to know more about Confirmation. 
Families with students in the previous Ketchup Confirmation (2019-2020) do not need to attend this meeting.  

Kid’s Fun  Monday, Sept. 28, 
6:30pm 

Zoom Please sign up to 
attend by emailing 
Rachel. rachel@lcc-
church.org 

Calling all kids in 5th grade and below! We will play games and have fun together! 
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