The Columns - July 2020

From the Pastor
Dear Church,
God is good, all the time. All the time, God is
good.
I have to start with that promise and certainty
because sometimes it feels like everything is just
too hard, and we’re unable to see God’s
goodness through the weeds. God is here in the
midst of this weird wilderness, and God is good.
By now you probably know that I don’t like to
dismiss the difficult parts of life. I firmly believe
that there is room in our prayers for lament and
sorrow and the releasing of anger. I long for the
pandemic to be over. I long for full and complete
justice and peace throughout the world. I long
for an end to political divisiveness. Sometimes
we need to sit in that longing and lament for a
time. But, look at the Psalms and you’ll be
reminded that even when we lament, we also
name God’s goodness. One UCC Daily Devotional
this week reminded me that Psalm 13* is a
prime example-- We can lament about the pain
of the world, while remembering that God has
never left us and never will.
Where have you seen God’s goodness during
this time? In the faces of your neighbors, the
creativity of technology, a new book, a new
adventure, a new favorite spot in nature… Surely
God’s goodness and mercy will follow us all the
days of our lives.

Finally, I want to keep you apprised of my
work/home situation. My husband and I are both
working from home and we have the kids with
us. I go to the church a few times a week and
have
one-on-one
outdoor
meetings
by
appointment. Maic is home all the time, but has
regular video calls. Our kids are amazing,
supportive, and resilient, but having them home
means taking frequent breaks to set up a craft
or go for a bike ride. So, it is best to schedule
calls or meetings with me in advance. This
allows me to set aside the time to focus
specifically on our conversation. I genuinely
want to be present for each of you, so please do
not hesitate to reach out, but I appreciate your
patience and understanding as we all learn a
new version of time management.
I want to end with the words of a friend and
colleague, Rev. Kerri Parker. She wrote these
words after providing support to a church with a
Covid-19 outbreak, and reminding us all that it is
best to not rush:

“Try as we might, we cannot hasten the
fulfillment of the promised day. Watch for what
is provided today. Seek the welfare of the
community, today. Watch what God is doing
with us here and now. God is shaping us. If you
rush, you will miss it.
Dear Church, dear people, we want and need
you healthy on the other side of this.”
With Grace and Gratitude,

Our Covid-19 Advisory Team continues to work
towards the next right thing for LCC and Trinity.
We are developing guidelines for in-person
worship, so that those guidelines can help us to
determine when the time is right. At the outset,
we indicated that we would not gather until
there is a two-week decline in cases in our
county, per CDC recommendations. We continue
to believe that is the faithful choice. Meanwhile,
we
are
staying
in
tune
with
the
recommendations of our denominational bodies,
local healthcare systems, and other support
networks to help us make well-informed
decisions. There’s no shortage of webinars to
attend and guides to read! You’re certainly
welcome to reach out to me or a member of the
team, as many of you already have, with
questions or observations.

Pastor Joanna
*How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever?
How long will you hide your face from me?
Consider and answer me, O Lord my God!
My heart shall rejoice in your salvation.
I will sing to the Lord,
because you have dealt bountifully with me.
- Psalm 13 (NRSV, excerpts)

Download Letter

Offering and Contribution Collection

At this time of virtual services we do not have a set-aside time of offering, so we want to remind you
now that that we do hope that you will continue to fulfill your pledges during this time. Financial gifts are
always welcome, our church feels the call to respond to the needs around us as they arise. Financial
stability allows us to do so more effectively. So, let us give generously of our time, talent, treasure to
further the work of God in our community.
You can do so in the following ways:
Writing and mailing a check to Lakewood Congregational Church, 1375 W. Clifton Blvd.,
Lakewood, OH 44107
Texting STEWARD to 44-321
Sending a gift through your bank's online bill pay
Call the church office at (216) 221-9555 to discuss other options

Music Notes
Quarantine has had this strange effect on many
of us, where at once time seems to be moving at
tortoise and at hare speed simultaneously. I’m
sure some of you have woken up and tried to
remember whether what day it is or how long
we’ve been dealing with present circumstances.
One thing we know for sure, from walking
outside, is that it’s finally summer and, while
have faced sensibly closed parks and pools,
there is still so much beauty, relaxation, and (I’ll
say it) sanity to be found in nature. Kate and I
have been going on hikes every Saturday and, if
you would like any recommendations for
splendid Metroparks to visit in Lake, Summit, or
Medina Counties, please let me know.
It also marks the end of our regular SeptemberMay/June church season, although little has
been regular about it. While I wrote
acknowledgments in a recent worship bulletin, I
would again like to express my profound
gratitude to all members of our music program.
Your willingness to make music and connect
from a distance, to face the challenges of
learning new technology and the fears of singing
and recording all by yourself was inspiring to me
and resulted in some truly lovely virtual
collaborations. While we all miss being together,
your music has been a source of comfort,
strength, and connection for everyone in the LCC
family. This summer, we are going to have a mix

A few things have changed in the last month;
the evolution of the Black Lives Matter
movement has engendered many conversations
in the arts about how we can honor it. Journal
articles, Zoom conferences, and online fora have
been abuzz with important, overdue thinking on
this subject. Some typical topics have been how
to amplify the voices of Black performers and
creators, how to address racism in arts
institutions, and how to make room for people of
color in traditionally White dominated industries
and academia. These are not simple or easy
discussions often, as they challenge and impugn
the intentions of those in charge. But they are
necessary and valuable and I hope and trust that
they can, over time, make safer spaces within
the arts for people of color over time.
Several discussions have focused around
predominantly White choirs or White soloists
singing spirituals. The consensus, especially
among younger generations of Black artists, is
that these songs are highly specific to the Black
experience in America, to slavery and
oppression. Given that, they feel that it is
problematically appropriative for White singers to
be singing them, especially when we have a
wealth of other music to choose from. Based on
this feedback, I’m not going to be programming
spirituals at LCC for the foreseeable future. Even
though we may love them, find them meaningful

of wonderful instrumentalists, our stellar
soloists/section leaders, and some guest
vocalists. We might also have a few virtual choir
collaborations, so if you haven’t been a part of
that before and would like to be, please let me
know.
Last year, I wrote a Columns article about
Barbara Conrad, a renowned Black operatic
singer who later in life gave masterclasses on
spirituals and encouraged White performers to
embrace and delve into the art of singing them. I
and many others in the choral and sacred music
community have used that paradigm as carte
blanche (pun intended) to perform songs
from this rich, beautiful tradition.

and recognize that our intent was always to
share in solidarity and empathy through singing
them, I want to respect this highly
understandable request. Instead, we’ll be
hearing more from Black creative voices in LCC’s
music program, both Black composers and
authors, as well as some guest performers. If
anyone has questions about this, please do not
hesitate to reach out to me. It’s so important
right now that we listen to what our Black
brethren with differing experiences and
perspectives are telling us, as we did a few
weekends ago by attending Lee Road Baptist
Church’s service virtually; in so doing, we honor
them and take steps towards a more equal, just
society.
Thanks for reading,
Ben
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Children, Youth, and Family Ministries:
You're invited to join us for these upcoming events! To attend these events, please sign up by emailing
Rachel. Space will be limited. These events will be live and in person in the Centennial Garden at church
and sign ups will be limited to 8 people. Everyone needs to wear a mask and will remain 6 feet apart. If
the weather is bad, I will reschedule and will post that update in the CYF Facebook group. Not a member
of the Facebook group? Join HERE.
Parent Chat: Tuesday, July 14, 7pm (a 2nd chat will be added if there is interest)
Youth Group: Tuesday, July 21, 7pm: (6th-12th grade, incoming 6th welcome) If there is enough
interest, there will be a second meeting on July 22. I will let you know as we get to that point and
we will figure out who comes which night.

Stay Up to Date with all of our happenings for Children, Youth & Families!

Families with children and youth who are active in our church are welcome to join our Facebook group:
Lakewood Congregational Church Children & Youth.
All ages are invited to follow our new Instagram account! @lcc_cyf
New: please sign up for text alerts about our children and youth ministry through Remind.
Parents of children in 5th grade or under- send a text to 81010 with this message: @gae42kk
Youth and parents of youth - send a text to 81010 with this message: @ae6g96

Tuesday, July 28, 7pm
(no need to sign up)

Thanks for tuning into our weekly Faith Formation
videos! This month, our videos follow the themes
of Compassion Camp and are called Stories and
Song. Youth are helping make scripture videos and
we are hearing music from Noah and Audrey!
Everyone is welcome to tune in each week.
(Videos are found on the church YouTube page on
Sunday morning.)

OUTREACH/INREACH NEWS

LCC

We will still be offering our monthly
Community Meal on Thursday, July 2.
Last month the Community Meal Team served
their mac & cheese, ham and veggie
casserole, peach fruit cups and homemade
brownies (from Joanne).
Twenty one people, either drove or walked up
for meals. Forty two meals (37 meat and 5
vegetarian). One person noted they came
because they saw our new signs.
Thanks to Susan Walker and the Schweliks for
their help.

TRINITY LUTHERAN:
Monday, July 6: 6pm
Saturday, July 18: 12pm
Volunteers are needed for two shifts for each
meal.
TRINITY PANTRY:
Saturday, July 25 : 10:00am-12:00pm
Volunteers are welcome between 9:00am9:30am to help with the pre-bagging of goods.

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED FOR THE
JULY 2 MEAL STARTING AT 4:30PM
Preparation will be from 3:30-5:00pm.
Serving will be from 5:30pm-6:30pm in the
parking lot.
Thanks to the team for continuing this
important ministry.
Since the church has been closed for services, we have been unable to collect donations for Hunger
Sundays. If you were previously donating to Hunger Sundays and have the means to continue to give, we
encourage you to make donations to support those with food insecurity. Two local organizations that
could be donated to are the Cleveland Food Bank and the Lakewood Community Service Center.

LCC is partnering with Lakewood Alive to
assist with yard clean-up on the morning of
Saturday, July 25th. Lakewood Alive is
following recommendations on social
distancing practices for volunteering and
more information can be provided to
interested volunteers. If you are interested
in participating, please contact Missy Toms
at dmtoms@sbcglobal.net

Thank you to all who helped with the PPE
Distribution at Lee Road Baptist Church! We
had a wonderful time and enjoyed
everyone's support. Thank you to Rachel
and Lilly Burns, Joanna and Evelyn
D'Agostino, Liz Maugans, Michael
Komperda, Mike Galloway, Ben Malkevitch,
and Kristen Humphreys.

The Ohio Department of
Aging is offering a FREE,
daily check-in by phone
for Ohioans age 60 or
older. This service can
also connect you with
aging network information
and support.
Registration at
https://stayingconnected.
age.ohio.gov or
1-833-632-2428

Check-in calls will be made from 7 am- 6 pm daily. You choose
the time that suits you. You can place a hold on these calls at
any time.
In order to register you will need to provide your name, year of
birth, street address, phone number, and email if you have one,
name of an alternate contact, their relationship to you, and
their phone number, your preferred one-hour contact window
between the hours of 7 am and 6 pm.
The system will make 3 attempts to contact you. You will have
the option to confirm you are OK. If you do not answer after
three attempts, they will reach out to your alternate contact, if
one is provided.
They will attempt to place a live call to you and your alternate,
if previous contact failed. If attempts to contact you and your
alternate contacts are unsuccessful, they will notify local nonemergency services.
Please encourage friends, family and neighbors who may be socially
isolated to take advantage of this service

LCC Meetings/News/EVENTS

JOIN YOUR LCC FAMILY FOR THESE JULY EVENTS
Tuesday, July 7, 7pm: Book Talk, We Make the Road by Walking
Tuesday, July 7, 7:30pm: Chris Burns hosts an Hour of Contemporary Worship Music,
on Facebook Live
Sunday, July 12 ,12pm: Sermon Lunch Chat, led by Paul Pierce on zoom.*
Tuesday, July 14, 7:00pm: Parent’s Chat
Wednesday, July 15, 7pm: God in Our Lives on zoom.*
Tuesday, July 21, 7pm: Book Talk, We Make the Road by Walking
Tuesday, July 21, 7pm: Youth Group (7/22 TBA)
Sunday, July 26, 12pm: Sermon Lunch Chat, led by Paul Pierce on zoom.*
Tuesday, July 28, 7pm: Confirmation Class
*E-mail the church office to sign up for these zoom events. office@lcc-church.org

UPDATE FROM OUR CORONA TASK FORCE
Summary from the Corona Task Force meeting on Tuesday, June 16.
Meeting Goals – Establish a framework on how to hold in person services and meetings.
Reviewed the recommendation for reopening made by the CDC:
2 week decline in the number of infections – not yet met
Adequate testing
Implementation of contact tracing

With maybe the exception of testing, none of the conditions have been met.
Decisions LCC’s interior building should not be used to hold services or in person small group meetings. This
also includes funerals and weddings.
Outdoor get togethers would be ok. Events need to be scheduled with the office. The organizers
will need to follow distancing rules/require masks/etc. and follow CDC guidance.
The July meeting will focus on strategies for re-opening.

Each month, several women in our church family meet for an hour on the second Saturday of the month
at 9 am. Many of us have been doing this for year but we also have folks come and go. One of us plans a
discussion topic but the hour is also spent talking about what's happening in our lives and many times,
how our faith plays a part in that. We end the hour with prayer. It's very diverse group age wise - we
have 20 somethings and 60 somethings and a lot in between.
We will be meeting on Saturday, July 11, 9 am via Zoom.
There's no preparation needed and any if any of you would like to join us please RSVP for the email link.
We'd love to get to know you better at Second Saturday. Join us!

RSVP FOR SECOND SATURDAY

God in Our Lives:
Wednesday, July 15,
7pm: George Graham
RSVP

God in Our Lives began many years ago as a Lenten series.
Members shared their faith journeys and talked about the path
that led to LCC. We learned if religion was a part of someone's
early story, if they fell away from church and/or what made them
stay or brought them back. We found out how we are different
and how we are the same. The presenter speaks for about 30
minutes and then answers questions or takes comments.
During this time of social distancing, it seemed like a good time
to revisit this program and connect with others at LCC. On
Wednesday, July 15 at 7pm George Graham will share his faith
journey with us via Zoom. If you are interested, please RSVP and
a link will be emailed to you. Please Join Us!

The LCC Friends Circle is open to all women in the Church.
Here are some activities we’ve planned for 2020:
We have more events* planned, with dates to be
determined:
September: Picnic at Clifton Beach
October: Jewelry making class with Jen Murray
November: Movie Night at the Footes’
December: Christmas Party
*Covid permitting.

DAILY DEVOTIONALS
For those who enjoy reading the daily devotionals from
"The Upper Room", you can read them online. If you would like to
pick up a hard copy they are available in the office.
UPPER ROOM

Our annual LCC Paver Brick Sale
(for the Centennial Garden) will
begin June 1 and orders will be
due by September 1, 2020. Look
for more information and order
forms in the June Columns.

Don't forget to let the church
office know if you want yourself
or someone else prayed for by
the LCC Prayer Chain.
Good Health and Peace to
everyone in our church family at
this stressful time.

Our puzzle exchange has moved
back to church! Stop by during
office hours (Mon-Thur, 9amNoon) to add to the collection or
borrow puzzles. You can also
check out our books on display to
add to your summer reading!

DOWNLOAD ORDER
FORM

To my friends at LCC:
One of the “benefits” of staying in during the Covid pandemic was the
chance to finish a book I had been working on. Titled, “Passing Stories” it
discusses several lessons on how to live full and positive lives. To present
these issues I used several funeral experiences that had humorous
events that lead to such topics as facing your fears, what does
wholeness mean regarding our lives, fitting in, and other themes.
I assure you none of the funeral stories involve any LCC members or
friends! The book is available through Amazon in either kindle or
paperback versions.
Laurie and I trust and pray you are well and staying safe! Mark

Rachel Burns
Juniper Maibauer
Dave Bala
Frank Schwelik
Richard Foote
Eliza Richardson
Thomas Campbell
Bridget Katzenberger
Robin Suttell
Luke Awa

Piper Shearn
Lindsay Roberts
Clay Atfield
David Burns
Erin Wereb
Chelsea Matthews
Laura Bala
Kathy Ott
Greg Wereb
Michael Kasper

Quinton Redmon
Julie Warren
Ellie Kramer
Joanne Ritschel
Parker Toms
Jen Fraunfelder
Olivia Diemert
Colman McGuan
Matthew Lawrence

Rob & Emma Barcelona
Michelle & Cliff Bender
Jim & Nancy Gibbs
Earl Gottieb & Jerri McGinnis
John & Debi Kasper
Doug & Kathy MacDougall

Aubrey & Matthew Shearn
Matthew & Amy Smith
David & Liz Spahr
John & Kim Taylor
Lea Ann & Shawn Whitney

LCC Office Schedule
During this time of social distancing the office will
be staffed from 9am-12pm, Monday-Thursday.
There is now a mailbox by the West Clifton door
for you to drop off mail after hours.
Email and phone messages will be checked
throughout the day remotely.

